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RAISING 
MY 
OPINION 


Qatar not so 
cut-and-dry 
for FIFA 


The controversy surrounding 
the 2022 World Cup in Qatar 
could be the spark that will blow 
FIFA into oblivion and change 
the landscape of football as it is 
today. 

With Brazil pottering around 
trying to get ready for this year’s 
World Cup — half the stadiums are 
incomplete and infrastructure for 
transport is way behind schedule — 
there are moves behind the scenes 
to form a 20-team super league in 
Europe independent of FIFA and 
EUFA. 

With many of Europe’s top clubs 
owned by billionaires in Russia, 
United Arab Emirates and Ameri- 
ca, it might appeal to those tired of 


= 


FIFA’s shenanigans. 

Imagine a European football 
league consisting of teams like Real 
Madrid (Spain). Barcelona (Spain), 
Galatasaray (Turkey), Ajax (Hol- 
land), Chelsea (England), Man- 
chester United (England), Bayern 
Munchen (Germany), Juventus (It- 
aly), AC Milan (Italy), Panathina- 
kos (Greece), Grasshoppers (Swit- 
zerland), Malmo (Sweden), PSG 
(France) and Monaco (France), just 
to mention a few high profile clubs 
in one league! The mind boggles. 
It could well happen judging from 
the rumblings among some power- 
ful footballing nations. And Qatar, 
the richest country in the Middle 
East, could, albeit quite innocently 
so, be the platform for change. 

Many nations are not happy with 
the World Cup being played in Qa- 
tar. Apart from questioning the sys- 
tem which enabled Qatar to stage 
the world’s biggest sporting event, 
countries are not happy playing in 
a period when temperatures reach 
50 degrees. Talk of moving the 
World Cup to a November- January 
window when the climate is milder 
— around 35 degrees - has many 
countries in a tizzy. Mixed messag- 
es from FIFA and EUFA certainly 
haven’t helped to allay fears. 
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I lived in Qatar for a few years. It’s 
during the June-September period 
that expats head home for some 
R@R and avoid the oppressive 
heat. 

Unlike Brazil, Qatar has the fi- 
nances and willingness to stage 
the best World Cup ever in terms 
of facilities. The Emir, His High- 
ness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa 
Al Thani, will make sure that this 
one time poor pearl diving country 


For a copy of the 2014 price list and order form 
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but now an oil and gas rich giant, 
will stage an international event 
exceeding all expectations. 

I was involved when Qatar suc- 
cessfully staged the Asian Games 
and Gulf Football Cup. They also 
attracted top tennis players for the 
Qatar Open and the Qatar Masters 
Open golf tournament. Now they 
have had an international cricket 
match. Add to this an annual inter- 
national motorbike Grand Prix on 
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’ll have five Cougars thanks! 
And make it a half for Jacko. 


a track created with all the bells 
and whistles, in the middle of the 
desert. 

But the World Cup in 2022 will 
be a dry one! 
Beer swirling fans will have to 
drink something less alcoholic in 
the stadiums. Islamic prohibition 
on the consumption of alcohol 
comes from the Quran and I can’t 
see the Emir acquiesce to any pres- 
sure from FIFA. 


Terms and conditions apply. Prices listed are based on minimum orders and are GST exclusive. 
Pricing is for apparel only — art at additional charge. Prices listed are for 2014 only — whilst stocks last 


Visitors can obtain alcohol at in- 
ternational hotels and places like 
the rugby and golf club. And unless 
things have changed recently, foot- 
ball fans in restaurants, can enjoy 
wine with their meals served out of 
a teapot and into tea cups. 

Doha, the capital of Qatar, only 
has one bottle shop. It’s as big as 
the Chadstone shopping centre and 
out of bounds for the casual visitor. 
Only residents can purchase alco- 
hol from this watering hole owned 
by the Emir’s family. 

To buy from that bottle shop which 
ironically is situated next door te 
the printer of the Quran, residents 
need a letter from their employer 
and prove that they have a visa. 
Expats then pay $300 and receive 
something that looks like a credit 
card. Only then can they purchase 
alcohol......a process that takes 
about three weeks. 

So for those football tragics sav- 
ing dollars to attend the World Cur 
in Qatar, I suggest you join the 
rugby club in Doha which is only 
a few kilometres from two major 
World Cup venues or alternatively 
befriend an expat with a relevant 
card. 

*Andre Zwan is a former journal- 
ist and Government Affairs 
strategist. 
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Hyundai A-League to Ls one million fan mark | in urecera time 


The Hyundai A-League’s spec- 
tacular start to the season will 
continue on Friday night when 
the 1,000,000th fan for 2013/14 
will pass through the gates of ei- 
ther AAMI Park or nib Stadium. 
The 2013/14 milestone will set a 
new record for the shortest amount 
of time taken to get 1,000,000 fans 
through the turnstiles in the history 
of the Hyundai A-League. 
Following Tuesday night’s Mel- 
bourne Victory v Western Sydney 
clash, the current aggregate atten- 
dance for the 2013/14 season sits 
at 991,097 with the magical figure 
set to fall at AAMI Park if the 
Melbourne Heart v Newcastle Jets 
match attracts a crowd of 8903. If 
not, the figure will tumble later in 
the night when Perth Glory hosts 
Brisbane Roar at nib Stadium. 
Football Federation Australia 


Oh No! Ono to Return to 
Japan at Season’s End 


Western Sydney Wanderers fan 
favourite Shinji Ono will return 
to Japan at the conclusion of 
the Hyundai A-League 2013/14 
season and the completion of the 
Club’s AFC Champions League 
group stage and Round of 16 
commitments (dependent on 
progression). 

Ono will depart the Club follow- 
ing the expiration of his current 
contract in May 2014 bringing to 
an end his two seasons as the Wan- 
derers inaugural marquee player. 

Having spent two years away 
from his wife and two young 
children who have remained in 
Japan, Shinji has expressed his 
desire to see out his career in his 
home country to be closer to his 
young family. 

In June, Ono will link up with J-2 
club Consadole Sapporo to play 
out the remainder of the season in 
Japan as the club chases promo- 
tion to the J-League. 

Western Sydney Wanderers Ex- 
ecutive Chairman, Lyall Gorman 
expressed the Club’s utmost admi- 
ration and affection for Shinji. 

“Shinji is the ultimate profes- 
sional on and off the field and the 
ultimate gentleman. He will leave 
us with long lasting memories 
of his time with our Club,” said 
Gorman. 

“He is committed to the Wander- 
ers until the end of his contract 
in May this year which will see 
him help lead our Club in its 2014 
Asian Champions League debut 
and hopefully a second Hyundai 
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A-League Finals Series. 

“Shinji Ono will forever be 
remembered in our Club folklore 
and on behalf of the entire Wan- 
derers family we look forward to 
making the final months of his 
time in Australia with the Wander- 
ers a memorable one. He will 
always be a part of the Wanderers 
family and story as history records 
it over time. We wish him every 
success in his return to his home- 
land and thank him for his incred- 
ible contribution to our Club’s 
birth and journey thus far.” 


CEO, David Gallop, said that it 
was a fantastic achievement for 
football in Australia and New 
Zealand. 

“To reach the 1,000,000th fan for 
the 2013/14 season in round 15 is 
another indication of the strength 
of the Hyundai A-League,” Gallop 
said. “This growth comes off the 
back of a record-breaking 2012/13 
season for the Hyundai A-League 
and shows that football is finding 
a place in the Australian sporting 
landscape. 

“The mainstream Australian 
public continues to embrace the 
competition all around Australia 
and New Zealand with increases in 
attendance and membership in all 
of the five key states, NSW, Vic- 
toria, Queensland, South Australia 
and Western Australia as well as 
Wellington in New Zealand. 


“The Hyundai A-League contin- 
ues to grow with every key perfor- 
mance indicator up on last year, 
which in itself was a record season 
for the competition. Average 
TV audience is up 31%, average 
attendance has grown by 8% and 
there has been a 35% increase in 
club memberships. 

“Football is enjoying a growth 
trajectory unrivalled in Australian 
sport and the Hyundai A-League’s 
continued success comes at a time 
we are planning to take on the 
world’s best football nations at the 
2014 FIFA World Cup in Brazil, 
Brisbane Roar goalkeeper Nadine 
Angerer has won FIFA’s Ballon 
d’Or as the best female player in 
the world and Australian men, 
women and children prepare to 
register to play football in record 
numbers.” 


Roar’s Angerer Named 
FIFA World Player Of The Year 


Brisbane Roar goalkeeper Na- 
dine Angerer has received the 
highest personal accolade in the 
sport, winning the FIFA Ballon 
d’Or for World Player of the 
Year at the official awards cer- 
emony in Zurich on Tuesday. 

Angerer won the award for her 
incredible achievements in 2013 
which included captaining Germa- 
ny to a UEFA European Champi- 
onships victory - saving two penal- 
ties in the final - and subsequently 
being named the UEFA Best Wom- 
en’s Player in Europe. 

“T have to say that I’m a little sur- 
prised, but very thankful,” Angerer 
said. 

“T have to thank everybody that 
voted for me and I just want to pay 
my respects to Marta and Abby 
who have had an incredible year 
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The FIFA Ballon d’Or is voted by 
national team coaches and captains 
and selected international media 
representatives and the 35-year- 
old claimed the 2013 gong on 612 
points ahead of last year’s winner 
Abby Wambach of the USA (539 
points) five-time victor Marta from 
Brazil (493 points). 

Portugal and Real Madrid’s Cris- 
tiano Ronaldo (1,365 points) won 
the men’s equivalent of the 2013 
FIFA Ballon d’Or ahead of Lionel 
Messi (1,205 points) and Franck 
Ribéry (1,127 points). 

Angerer will return to Australia lat- 
er in the week, ahead of Brisbane 

Roar’s Westfield W-League away 
match against Sydney FC on Sun- 
day and next week’s double header 
with the club’s Hyundai A-League 
team at Suncorp Stadium. 
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Brisbane Roar can confirm Shane Stefanutto will remain at the club 
until the end of the Hyundai A-League 2014/15 season with the expe- 
rienced defender signing another one-year contract extension. 
Stefanutto, who turns 34 on Sunday, has been one of the most consistent 
performers for the club since joining almost four years ago in April 2010 
and is also a widely respected member of the squad’s leadership group. 
Stefanutto’s re-signing comes just a day after Dimitri Petratos pledged his 
future to the Roar in what has been a strong start to 2014 for the club, on 
and off the pitch. 


Newcastle Jets have signed Johnny Warren Medal winner Joel Grif- 
fiths for the remainder of the 2013/14 Hyundai A-League season. 

The former Jet returns to Newcastle after spending the past five seasons 
plying his trade in China, as well as a short spell at Sydney FC. 

Griffiths earned legend status in Newcastle after winning the A-League’s 
Golden Boot award and the Johnny Warren Medal during the Jets’ 
2007/08 Championship winning season. 

In total, Griffiths made 60 Hyundai A-League appearances for the Jets, 
scoring 28 goals in three seasons at the Club. 


Goalkeeper Lewis Italiano hasn’t appeared in an A-League game for 
the Wellington Phoenix since joining the club, but has shown enough 
in training and “A” team games to earn another contract. 

Initially signed on a one-year deal, the 1.89m 22-year-old today signed 
for another 12 months. 

Spanish midfielder Albert Riera and defender Michael Boxall have also 
had their contracts extended by a year. 


Melbourne Victory wishes to advise that midfielder Mark Milligan 
has undergone minor arthroscopic surgery on his troublesome right 
during the week. 

Following a recent recurrence of the injury, the club’s medical team de- 
cided it was best the surgery be undertaken as soon as possible to ensure 
Mark will be back on pitch ahead of a busy end of season schedule. 

Milligan is expected to miss between four and six weeks of football. 


Sydney FC has moved to secure the future of rising star Vedran 
Janjetovic by locking the goalkeeper into a new two year deal with 
the Sky Blues. 

The Croatian-born stopper has been one of success stories of the Sky 
Blues season having signed for the club from Sydney United following a 
successful trial at the start of last season. 

The deal will keep the 26-year old at the club until the end of the 
2015/16 Hyundai A-League season 


Exciting young Adelaide United forward Awer Mabil has signed 

a two year extension to his current contract keeping him in a Reds 
shirt until the end of the Hyundai A-League 2016/17 Season. 
Currently in the first year of an original two-year deal Mabil had no 
hesitation in extending his contract for a further two years showing faith 
in the direction the club is heading. 


South Melbourne FC is pleased to announce the signing of Mathew 
Theodore for the 2014 season. 

Mathew Theodore joins the Club from Dandenong Thunder and will link 
up with former coach Chris Taylor. 

Meanwhile, Michael Eagar joins South Melbourne FC from Northcote 
City, where the defender had a solid 2013 season that culminated in his 
side winning the VPL Championship against the Bentleigh Greens 3-2. 
Fernando De Moraes, Trent Rixon, Alan Kearney and Carl Recchia have 
all departed Lakeside Stadium. 


Central Coast Mariners are proud to announce Storm Roux as the Decem- 
ber nominee for the NAB Young Footballer of the Year Award 2013/14. 
Storm Roux played in five Central Coast Mariners first team matches in 
the final month of 2013, and scored his first ever Hyundai A-League goal 
in the Club’s round six clash against Wellington Phoenix at North Sydney 
Oval. 
It has been a massive few months for the Cape Town-born defender 
-- Roux also made his full international debut for New Zealand in No- 
vember when the All Whites challenged Mexico for a place in the 2014 
FIFA World Cup in Brazil. 
NAB has generously donated a $1,500 equipment pack and $1,000 in a 
NAB Community Saver Account to Storm’s chosen junior club. 
The overall winner of the NAB Young Footballer of the Year Award 
2013/14 will receive a $10,000 NAB personal investment portfolio, along 
with a NAB Private Client Manager to assist with a range of banking. 


| 


FH: 


THIS 
Sl \e 
FOOTBALL 


AUSTRALIA'S 2013 NUMBER ONE NIKE TEAM WEAR SUPPLIER 


039 


4 an a (oa 
428 308 3 


243A Swan Street Richmond Vic 3121. Email: thisisfootball@live. com.au 


Vee 


» 


Thiago Silva 


Neymar 


GUAL! WEERLY FRIDAY 1/1H JANUARY 2014 
4 A-League | Round 14 


P 


= 


SCOREBOARD 


F 


A GD Pts 


ROUND 
FOURTEEN 


Last 5 matches 


1 Brisbane Roar 


3 Melbourne Victory 


5 Perth Glory 
6 Newcastle Jets 


2 Western Sydney Wanderers 15 


4 Central Coast Mariners 
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8 Adelaide United 

9 Wellington Phoenix 
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AGAINST ALL ODDS 
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Wellington Phoenix 1 (Cunning- 

ham 45) 

Central Coast Mariners 1 (Simon 
16) 

Crowd: 7000 @ Westpac Stadium 


Brisbane Roar 1 (Berisha 80) 
Adelaide United 2 (Neumann 21, 
Elsey 90+2) 

Crowd: 17,593 @ Suncorp Stadium 


Newcastle Jets 1 

(Nichols 42’og) 

Melbourne Victory 1 

(Nabbout 50’) 

Crowd 12,270 at Hunter Stadium 


Perth Glory 3 (Zahra 64’, Smeltz 
85’, 89’) 

Melbourne Heart 0 

Crowd: 9045 @ Nib Stadium 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Brendon Santalab 87’) 
Sydney FC 0 

At Pirtek Stadium. 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Thompson 
52’, Barbarouses 62’, Finkler 94’) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Juric 93’) 

Crowd: 14,774 @ AAMI Park 


Fri Jan 10 Newcastle Jets v Melbourne Victory Hunter Stadium 7:30 PM A-League Title 2013/14 

Fri Jan 10 Perth Glory v Melbourne Heart NIB stadium 6:45 PM Brisbane Roar 2.50 James Troisi Melbourne Victory 7 

Sat Jan 11 Brisbane Roar v Adelaide United Suncorp Stadium 4:30 PM Wanderers 4.50 Besart Berisha Brisbane Roar 7 

Sat Jan 11 West Sydney Wanderers v Sydney FC Parramatta Stadium 7:30 PM Adelaide United 11.0 ‘ 7 2 

Sun Jan 12 Wellington Phoenix v Central Coast Mariners Westpac Stadium 7:00 PM Newcastle Jets 11.0 Stein Huysegems Wellington Phoenix FC 6 

Sydney FC 11.0 Adam Taggart Newcastle Jets 6 

Sitges vers vert ane ae Mariners in Alessandro Del Piero Sydney FC 5 

Fri Jan 17 Melbourne Heart v Newcastle Jets AAMI Park 7:30 PM Melbourne Victory 6 00 serontina Neumann Adelaide United 5 

Fri Jan 17 Perth Glory v Brisbane Roar TBC 6:45 PM Wellington Phoenix 26.0 Archie Thompson Melbourne Victory a 

Sat Jan 18 Wellington Phoenix v Melbourne Victory Westpac Stadium 7:30 PM Melbourne Heart 151 Finkler Guilherme Melbourne Victory 4 

Sat Jan 18 Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners Allianz Stadium 7:30 PM Ranko Despotovic Sydney FC 4 

Sun Jan 19 Adelaide United v West Sydney Wanderers Hindmarsh Stadium 4:30 PM Matthew Smith Brisbane Roar 4 
Compiled by 
Nick Aimies 
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Ante Covic (Wanderers) 

The veteran was once again a rock in 
between the sticks on Saturday, mak- 
ing a series of key saves to deny Syd- 
ney FC as they began to dominate in 
the second half. His save from close 
range off Terry McFlynn in particu- 
lar was crucial, relieving the pressure 
on his side’s defence at just the right 
time and seeming to break the spirit 
of the Sky Blues simultaneously. 


Matthew Spiranovic (Wanderers) 
The reborn defender turned in a 
masterful performance as Tony Pop- 
ovic’s side snatched a late victory in 
the Sydney Derby. Marshalling the 
back four alongside regular partner 
Nikolai Topor-Stanley, Spiranovic 
kept the Sky Blue attack at bay all 
night to grab another clean sheet and 
set the stage for Brendon Santalab’s 
late winner. 
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Isaias Sanchez 
Adelaide 


Michael Thwaite (Perth Glory) 

The elder statesman of a youthful 
Glory defence, Thwaite once again 
lead by example in a faultless dis- 
play. The Heart attack may have 
been toothless but the 30-year-old 
simply went about his task with no 
fuss, easily negating developing 
threats before having a hand in his 
side’s second with a brilliant pass 
upfield. 


Manny Muscat (Phoenix) 

The versatile defender once again 
played a key role for the Phoenix as 
they escaped with a point at Westpac 
Stadium. Uncompromising in de- 
fence, the Maltese international was 
hardly beaten all afternoon in addi- 
tion to laying off the final pass before 
Kenny Cunningham’s equaliser. 


Michael 
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Youssouf Hersi (Wanderers) 

The mercurial Dutchman was at his 
devastating best on Saturday night, 
causing Mare Warren a multitude of 
problems as he repeatedly assaulted 
the right flank. His performance 
comes as further warning to Tony 
Popovic, who has been delaying on 
renewing the number 17’s contract. 


Nick Montgomery (Mariners) 

The Englishman has been a lone 
bright spot in the middle of the park 
since the Mariners lost Marcos Flores 
and Michael McGlinchey, playing a 
dual role as both a destroyer and cre- 
ator in midfield with very little sup- 
port. He was once again a standout 
for the Yellow and Navy, with his 
commitment to every instance of the 
match bringing his side within a pen- 
alty of taking all three points against 
the resurgent Phoenix. 


Isaias Sanchez (Adelaide United) 
The number 8 was once again the 
fulcrum of his side’s play, playing as 
the perfect link between defence and 
attack at the heart of the midfield. 
His composure and technique on the 
ball once again allowed him to con- 
trol the tempo of the match against 
far more esteemed opposition and 
showing the rest of the league that 
Adelaide’s season is far from over. 


Steven McGarry (Perth Glory) 

The points may have been sealed by 
Shane Smeltz’s cameo, but Steven 
McGarry played a major part once 
again in securing victory. Unmatched 
by his energy and constant invention, 
the Scotsman was the driving force 
in his side’s midfield as they made it 
yet another victory at NIB Stadium. 


Michael Zullo (Adelaide United) 

Pushed upfield in the wake of Ad- 
elaide’s injury crisis, Michael Zullo 
took us back to his early days of 
playing for the Roar with a scintil- 
lating performance at Suncorp Sta- 
dium. Given the freedom of the left 
side by Diogo Ferreira he exploited 
the space with aplomb, causing the 
Brazilian to receive his marching or- 
ders from consecutive yellows. Zullo 
was also on hand in stoppage time to 
deliver a fine cross for Jordan Elsey 
to head home to win the game. 


Shane Smeltz (Perth Glory) 

He may have been missing for most 
of the season, but Shane Smeltz has 
returned to the fold without missing 
a step, grabbing a tidy brace as the 
Glory shovelled more misery upon 
the Melbourne Heart. Coming off 
the bench for a fifteen minute cam- 
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eo, the New Zealand international 
crafted his first through sheer persis- 
tence to outmuscle Patrick Gerhardt 
before finishing past Redmayne. His 
second was a true poacher’s goal, ap- 
pearing at the right time to rifle home 
the loose ball after Redmayne’s ini- 
tial save to put the result beyond all 
doubt. 


Andrew Nabbout (Melbourne Victory) 
When your coach has someone of 
Archie Thompson’s calibre sitting 
on the bench you have to bring your 
A-game and that is certainly what 
Andrew Nabbout did against the 
Newcastle Jets. The young striker 
grabbed his first of the season, fin- 
ishing a swift attacking play with 
his left boot and causing problems 
for the undermanned Jets defence all 
evening. 
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Stalemate amidst unavailability drama 


Newcastle Jets 


Melbourne Victory 
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Match Details 


Newcastle Jets 1 (Nichols OG 42’) 
Melbourne Victory 1 (Nabbout 49’) 
At Hunter Stadium 

Crowd: 12,270 

Referee: Strebre Delovski 
Assistants: Sarah Ho, Leigh Pigram 
Fourth Official: Stephen Lucas 


Newcastle Jets: 1. Mark Birighitti 
(gk), 3. Taylor Regan, 5. Ben Kan- 
tarovski, 8. Ruben Zadkovich (c), 9. 
Emile Heskey (19. Michael Bridges 
78’), 10 Nathan Burns, 11. Craig 
Goodwin (6.Zenon Caravella 78’), 
14. Josh Mitchell, 16. Jacob Pepper, 
18. James Brown (17.JamesvVirgili 
51’), 21.Sam Gallaway 


Substitutes not used: 13. Joey 
Gibbs, 20. Ben Kennedy (gk) 
Yellow cards: Nil 

Red Cards: Nil 


Melbourne Victory: 1. Nathan Coe 
(gk), 2. Pablo Contreras, 3. Adama 
Traore, 6. Leigh Broxham (c), 7. Gui 
Finkler (22. Jesse Makarounas 78’) 
, 9. Kosta Barbarouses, 13. Andrew 
Nabbout (10. Archie Thompson 68’), 
14. James Troisi, 15. Mitch Nichols 
(17. James Jeggo 56’), 16. Rashid 
Mahazi, 31. Dylan Murnane 


Substitutes not used: 20. 
Lawrence Thomas (gk), 32. Milos 
Ridesic 

Yellow Cards: Contreras 37’, 
Broxham 68’, Troisi 85’ 

Red Cards: nil 


Rashid Mahazi (Victory) has to be quick 
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NEW SEASONS 


By Shaun Dyas 


The Newcastle Jets and the Mel- 
bourne Victory have played out a 
1-1 draw in front of 12,270 fans 
at Hunter Stadium. 

That was the least of their con- 
cerns after the match as both 
coaches raised doubts over the 
Asian under 22’s tournament that 
stripped both their rosters down to 
the bare bones. 

Gary Van Egmond was especially 

critical of the scheduling of the 
tournament. 
“It detracts from the quality of 
the game. It wasn’t a high quality 
game. I don’t think it was right,” 
he said. 

“Us and Victory are the ones who 
have invested in young ones and 
there isn’t much of a reward,” he 
said in reference to the amount of 
players missing for the game. 

Both sides had four players called 
up for the tournament. 

Muscat preferred to praise his side 
and their performance while they 
were undermanned. 

“T’m pleased with the players and 

the effort. We will take a lot out of 
that tonight. There were a lot of 
positives,” he said. 
Back to the football, and it was 
Newcastle who was in control of 
the contest for much of the running 
and created the majority of chances 
in the first half. 

It was their marquee man Emile 
Heskey who was looking especially 
dangerous, continually bringing his 
wingers into the play and creating a 
number of half opportunities. 

The first guilt-edged opportunity 
though fell to the visitor. The Jets 
overturned possession and the Vic- 
tory were lightning in hitting them 
on the counter. It took two quick 
passes to have Costa Barbarouses 
clean through on Mark Birighitti’s 
goal. The Newcastle custodian had 
the answer though as he blocked 
Barbarouses’ chipped effort away 
for a corner. 

The most contentious moment of 
the half came around on 37 min- 
utes. Heskey received the ball to 


feet and quickly turned the ball 
away from Victory’s Chilean de- 
fender Pablo Contreras. The wily 
import appeared to use his hand as 
he slid in to block the progress of 
Heskey. Referee Strebre Delovski 
only issued a yellow card to Con- 
treras despite him being the last 
man between Heskey and Nathan 
Coe. 

From the ensuing free kick, Craig 
Goodwin drilled a low drive under 
the wall that was well saved by 
Coe. It looked as though the Vic- 
tory would escape to the sheds still 
level at this stage. 

It was not to be. Victory commit- 
ted a foul just outside the area and 
Goodwin whipped in a delicious 
free kick. Mitch Nichols was the 
unlucky man who tried to clear the 
ball away, only to be struck in the 
chest and diverting the ball past a 
helpless Nathan Coe to give the 
Jets a goal just before the break. 

It did not take the Victory long to 
square the ledger after the break. 
Newcastle had just created an op- 
portunity through James Brown 
before the ball went straight down 
the other end and wound up in the 
back of the Jets net. 

Kosta Barbarouses was the man 
who got in behind the Jets defence 
and delivered a brilliant pass to An- 
drew Nabbout who finished clini- 
cally past Mark Birighitti who had 
absolutely no chance. 

The game then became almost 
basketball-like, with the game be- 
coming end to end with both sides 
looking likely to add to the score- 
line. 

Ruben Zadkovich and James Troisi 
were those among the chances near 
the end of the game but neither side 
really looked like scoring. 

It leaves the Victory one point and 
two positions clear of the jets on 
the A-League ladder as the race for 
finals positions continues to heat 
up leading into the latter part of the 
season. 


as Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) closes in. 
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21 Tackles 33 
22 Total Shots 9 
368 Total Passes 404 
49.2% Possession 50.8% 
9 Corners 5 
2 Offsides 8 

Fouls committed 16 


Man of the Match 
Josh Mitchell (Jets) 


Up, up, and away! Pablo Contreras (Victory) provides the perfect runway for Emile 
Hesley’s take-off. 
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Match Details 


Perth Glory 3 (Zahra 64’, Smeltz 
85’, 89’) 

Melbourne Heart 0 

Venue - Nib Stadium 

Friday 10th January 

Attendance: 9045 

Referee: Peter Green 


Perth Glory: Gk Daniel Vukovic, 
2 Jack Clisby, 7 Jacob Burns, 11 
Adrian Zahra, 14 Steven Mcgarry, 
15 Isaka Cernak (9 Shane Smeltz 
74’), 16 Sidnei Sciola Moraes, 17 
Chris Harold (6 Cameron Edwards 
84’), 23 Michael Thwaite, 24 Mat- 
thew Davies, 25 Riley Woodcock 


Subs Not Used: Rgk Luke Radon- 
ich, 3 Brandon O'neill, 19 Josh 
Risdon 

Yellow Cards: Cernak 30’ 

Red Cards: Nil 


MelBourne Heart: Gk Andrew 
Redmayne, 3 Robbie Wielaert, 6 
Patrick Gerhardt, 7 lain Ramsay, 

8 Massimo Murdocca,10 Harry 
Kewell (9 Dylan Macallister 70’), 11 
Michael Mifsud (15 David Williams 
55’), 16 Aziz Behich, 17 Jason 
Hoffman, 22 Nick Kalmar, 23 Mate 
Dugandzic, 


Subs Not Used: Rgk Tando Velaphi, 
24 Patrick Kisnorbo, 25 Andrea 
Migliorini 

Yellow Cards: Kewell 43’, 9 Dylan 
Macallister 75’, 81’, 7 lain Ramsay 
90’, 6.Patrick Gerhardt 90’ 

Red Cards: Dylan Macallister 81’ 
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Smeltz at the double to see off the Heart 


By Peter Simcox 


Perth Glory moved into the top 
six of the Hyundai A-League 
table after a 3-0 win against Mel- 
bourne Heat at the nib Stadium 
on Friday evening. 

Former Heart midfielder Adrian 
Zahra gave the home side the lead 
just after the hour, before a brace 
from New Zealand international 
striker Shane Smeltz, who only 
came off the bench after 74 min- 
utes, gave the Glory the points. 
The defeat also handed the Heart 
the undistinguished honour of a 
record-equalling 19th consecutive 
match without a win. 

Their cause wasn’t helped by the 
sending off of striker Dylan Ma- 
cAllister, for two yellow cards 
late in the game, but Glory Coach 
Kenny Lowe was delighted with 
the win and the return of Smeltz. 
“Not only did he (Smetlz) score the 
goals, but his work ethic, he came 
in and he did super. Goalscorers 
are important to football clubs and 
if you look at our goals scored and 
goals against, he’s very important,” 
Lowe said. 

“T think the sending off changed 
the context of the game, but at 
the end of the day you’ve still got 
to win the game. The guys in the 
changing room have done really 
well the last four games, and our 
work ethic, endeavour and desire 
to win, our desire to play, was re- 
ally good. The young kids are just 
amazing me.” 

The Glory made one change to 
the side that beat Newcastle Jets 
last week with skipper Jacob 
Burns returning from suspension 
to replace Ryan Edwards, who was 
away with the Australian under-23 
side in Oman, while Heart Coach 
John Van’t Schip kept faith with 
the same starting line up from last 
week’s 0-0 draw against Central 
Coast Mariners. 

It was even opening to the game 
with both side having plenty of 
possession but the first real chance 
fell to the home side on 20 minutes, 
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Dylan Macallister sees red and the Heart are up against it. 
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20 Tackles 11 
19 Total Shots 20 
369 Total Passes 406 
47.7% Possession 52.3% 
5 Corners 5 
0 Offsides 1 


12 Fouls committed 17 
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Man of the Match : Feces 
| Matthew Davies (Glory) —— 


Sidnei’s long-range shot was saved 
low by Heart keeper Andrew Red- 
mayne. Moments later the Brazil- 
ian winger was found by Matthew 
Davies but his shot from the edge 
of the penalty area flashed wide. 

With Massimo Murdoca and Iain 
Ramsey impressing in the middle 
of the park the visitors began to 
get back into the game, and Harry 
Kewell’s long-range shot flew 


wide, while at the other end Zahra 
headed straight at Redmayne. Pat- 
rick Gerhardt’s shot on 32 minutes, 
was well saved by Danny Vukovic. 
and the Glory custodian was in 


the action again two minutes later, 
saving well from Nick Kalmar’s 
long-range effort. It was the best 
period of the match for the Heart 
and on 38 minutes they went even 
closer to the opener. Michael Mif- 
sud picked out Ramsey, whose shot 
from the edge of penalty area beat 
Vukovic, but the crossbar came to 
his and the Glory rescue, and at the 
break it was all square. 

The Heart opened the second half 
brightly, but again it was Vukovic 
who denied them, saving Ram- 
sey’s curling effort superbly at full 
stretch. The action was now end to 


end and Chris Harold shot from the 
edge of the penalty area on 53 min- 
utes whistled inches past the post, 
while Steven McGarry then tested 
Redmayne from long-range, but 
the Heart custodian saved well. 
The game needed a goal and it came 
from the home side on 64 minutes. 
Zahra, who was showing the battle 
scars with his head bandaged after 
a clash with Gerhardt in the first 
half, picked the ball up on the left 
and cut inside the penalty area and 
curled a low shot past Redmayne, 
and celebrated acrobatically. 
Smeltz replaced Isaka Cernak 


Adrian Zara scores for Perth and proves to be a headache for his former team. 


” Shane Smeltz celebrates his return from § 
injury with a brace in carnival style. , 
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on 74 minutes, ending a six week 
layoff for the Kiwi striker, but the 
game was still there to be won, but 
on 81 minutes the Heart suffered a 
huge blow when MacAllister was 
sent-off after receiving his second 
caution in the space of six min- 
utes. Despite being down to ten 
men the Heart should have levelled 
moments later. Mate Dugandzic 
was sent clear by David Williams’ 
through ball and found himself 
one-on-one with Vukovic, but with 
the goal at his mercy the striker 
could only find the side netting. 

That miss came back to haunt the 
Heart and on 85 minutes the Glory 
doubled their lead. There looked 
little danger when Gerhardt had the 
ball on the left but the defender was 
outmuscled by Smetlz, who raced 
clear and fired low past Redmayne 
and celebrated with The Shed. The 
home crowd of 9045 were still 
celebrating when they made it 3-0 
in the final minute. Zahra made 
ground down the right and his cross 
was only parried by Redmayne into 
the path of Smeltz who fired home 
from eight-yards, to give them a 
well-deserved victory. 

Heart Coach John Van’t Schip 
says he had seen improvement 
from Heart since re-joining the 
club, even though his team con- 
ceded three sloppy goals against 
the Glory. “I’ve seen in two games 
a lot of improvement, taking away 
of course the 3-0 (result) because it 
is not good,” he said. 

“Tf you look only at the result, you 
think we got smashed and I don’t 
think that’s what everyone saw. We 
played a good game, and we were 
in it until the 85th minute with 10 
men. We could have equalised, but 
after that we collapsed in the last 
five minutes.” 


www.goalweekly.com 
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Reds Shock Roar With Late Elsey Header 
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Match Details 


Brisbane Roar 1 (Besart Berisha 
80’) 

Adelaide United 2 (Jeronimo Neu- 
mann 20’, Jordon Elsey 90+1’) 
Saturday, 11 January 2014 
Suncorp Stadium, Brisbane 

Referee: Alan Milliner 

Crowd: 17,593 


Brisbane Roar: 1. Michael Theo 
(Gk), 2. Matthew Smith (C), 3. Shane 
Stefanutto (19. Jack Hingert75’), 10. 
Henrique (7. Besart Berisha 56’), 
11. Liam Miller, 13. Jade North, 14. 
Diogo Ferreira, 17. Matthew Mckay, 
18. Luke Brattan, 22. Thomas Bro- 
ich, 23. Dimitri Petratos 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Matthew 
Acton (Gk), 27. BranDon Borrello, 34. 
Patrick Theodore 

Yellow Cards: Diogo Ferreira 11’, 
41’, Jade North 15’, Michael Theo 
19’, Liam Miller 83° 

Red Cards: Diogo Ferreira 41’ 


Adelaide United: 1. Eugene Galek- 
ovic (C/Gk), 2. Nigel Boogard, 3. 
Jonathan Mckain, 7. Jeronimo 
Neumann (31. Ryan Griffiths 63’), 8. 
Isais, 13. Steven Lustica, 14. Camer- 
on Watson (26. Anthony Costa 73’), 
16. Daniel Bowles, 17. Awer Mabil 
(23. Jordan Elsey 76’), 18. Michael 
Zullo, 21. Tarek Elrich 

Substitutes Not Used: 20. Paul |zzo 
(Gk), 32. Nathan KonstanDopoulos 
Yellow Cards: Nigel Boogard 52’, 
Cameron Watson 62’, Jordan Elsey 
82’ 

Red Cards: Nil 
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By Jarrod Ellis 


Adelaide garnered some measure 
of revenge for their defeat at the 
hands of Brisbane back in early 
December by returning the fa- 
vour, recording a last-gasp 2-1 
at Suncorp Stadium on Saturday 
night. 

Few gave Josep Gombau’s de- 
pleted squad a chance of securing 
their first away win of the season in 
Brisbane, but a Jeronimo Neumann 
spot-kick and a_ stoppage-time 
header from Jordan Elsey were 
enough to defeat a Brisbane side 
that only showed up for forty-five 
minutes. 

Brisbane fans will doubtlessly be 
questioning Mike Mulvey’s deci- 
sion to start Besart Berisha on the 
bench and the preference of Diogo 
Ferreira to Jack Hingert at right- 
back. The second decision was 
perhaps the more perplexing and 
only proved to become more so 
when Ferreira was dismissed for 
two cautionable offences. 

The Reds have enjoyed an excel- 
lent record at Suncorp Stadium, 
failing to return to Adelaide with- 
out something to show for their ef- 
forts on only two occasions since 
the A-League’s inception. 

That looked like being the case 
once more when Jeronimo Neu- 
mann broke through one-on-one 
with Theo in the 21st minute. The 
Roar keeper raced out to meet the 
Argentine and despite a controlled 
effort to reduce the angle a trailing 
leg left Neumann sprawled on the 
turf. 

Theo survived his indiscretion 
with only a yellow card and despite 
saving the resulting penalty the Ar- 
gentine was first to the rebound and 
an upset looked to be on the cards. 

Brisbane came close to restoring 
order in 32nd minute. Some sus- 
tained pressure from the home side 
eventually lead to Henrique being 
played in behind McKain on the 
left. Throwing off the attentions of 


Adelaide players mob Jordan 
Elsey after scoring at the death. 


{ Roar keeper Michael Theo 
is at full stretch but just 
can’t keep Jordan Elsey 


P scoring Adelaide United’s | 
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surprise winner. 
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19 Tackles 18 
11 Total Shots 13 
588 Total Passes 451 
56.6% Possession 43.4% 
4 Corners 2 


4 Offsides 1 
11. Foulscommitted 19 


the Adelaide defender the diminu- 
tive Brazilian cut the ball back to 
Thomas Broich but his effort skid- 
ded wide of the near post. 

As the half drew to a close Bris- 
bane’s task became all the more 
difficult when Ferreira was sent 
from the pitch. A late effort on 
Tarek Elrich drew the attention of 
referee Andrew Milliner, the match 
official reaching for a yellow card 
immediately and after a reminder 
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from Michael Zullo that this was 
the Brisbane defender’s second 
yellow dismissed Ferreira. 

The Roar returned looking positive 
and being down a man didn’t seem 
to hamper them in the opening ten 
minutes of the second stanza, but a 
lack of cutting edge up front meant 
a couple of half-chances went beg- 
ging. 

Perhaps spurred on by this Mulvey 
introduced Besart Berisha in the 
56th minute, the Albanian striker 
making his first appearance since 
round nine, a 2-1 defeat of Ad- 
elaide United. 

Berisha looked like equalising in 
the 71st minute but was unable 
to get his head to a Petratos cross 
that floated agonisingly above the 
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striker’s head. 

It wasn’t until the 80th minute that 
the equaliser finally arrived and it 
was that man, Berisha who deliv- 
ered it. A one-two on the left of Ad- 
elaide’s penalty area between Bro- 
ich and McKay allowed a through 
ball to be played through for Ber- 
isha to smash past Galekovic at the 
near post. 

Miller then had a superb chance 
to steal a winner in the 87th min- 
ute. Petratos won past his man on 
the edge of the area, playing in the 
Irishman on the right but his shot 
was blocked and went out for a 
corner. 

Brisbane were on the front foot 
now and continued to push for a 
winner, but despite a trio of well- 
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placed set-pieces Adelaide were 
able to hang on. 

That stubbornness was rewarded 
when in the 91st minute Jordan 
Elsey struck. The young defender, 
somehow finding himself in the op- 
posing penalty area, rose to meet 
a Zullo cross and placed the ball 
beyond the fingertips of Theo. The 
response from the Adelaide bench 
was both immediate and euphoric, 
swamping Elsey for what was his 
first A-League goal. 

When the final whistle rang out 
across Suncorp Stadium Adelaide 
had secured their first away win of 
the season and Brisbane had lost 
consecutive matches at home. 


Game On! Besart Berisha pulls one back for a ten-man 
Roar and sets up a grand-stand finish. 
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Wind plays havoc as honours even in Wellington 
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Match Details 


Wellington Phoenix 1 
(Cunningham 45’) 

Central Coast Mariners 1 
(Simon 17’) 

Westpac Stadium, Wellington 
Referee: Matthew Gillett 


Central Coast Mariners Fe: 12. 
Liam Reddy (Gk), 2. Daniel Mcbreen 
(17. Anthony Caceres 83’), 3. 
Joshua Rose, 5. Zachary Anderson, 
7. John Hutchinson (C), 8. Nick 
Montgomery, 9. Mitchell Duke (20. 
Bernie Ibini 72’), 11. Nick Fitzger- 
ald, 15. Storm Roux, 16. Trent 
Sainsbury, 19. Matt Simon (21. Mile 
Sterjovski 79’) 


Substitutes Not Used: 1. Justin 
Pasfield (Gk), 6. Brent GriffitHs 
Yellow Cards: Hutchinson, Fitzger- 
ald, Anderson, Caceres, Sainsbury 
Red Cards: Nil 


Wellington Phoenix Fe: 1. Glen 
Moss (Gk), 2. Manny Muscat, 5. Mi- 
chael Boxall, 9. Kenny Cunningham 
(15. Jason Hicks 72’), 10. Stein 
Huysegems (24. Roy Krishna 79’), 
11. Jeremy Brockie (12. Tyler Boyd 
58’), 13. Albert Riera, 17. Vince 

Lia, 18. Ben Sigmund, 21. Carlos 
Hernandez, 22. Andrew Durante (C) 


Substitutes Not Used: 20. Lewis 
Italiano (Gk), 23. Matthew Ridenton 
Yellow Cards: Boxall, Sigmund 
Red Cards: Nil 


ByJoe Gallagher 


Wellington Phoenix’s mid-season 
resurgence fell one short of a 
joint club-record fourth straight 
victory on Sunday night against 
the Central Coast Mariners as 
the two sides played out an un- 
inspiring 1-1 draw at Westpac 
Stadium. 

To call the conditions unfavourable 
would be generous to Mother Na- 
ture as Wellington’s infamous blus- 
tery conditions created a swirling 
wind in which was scarcely condu- 
cive to attractive football. 

The defending A-League champion 
Mariners have had their depth test- 
ed of late, and were again without 
the midfield duo of Marcos Flores 
and Michael McGlinchey for a trip 
across the Tasman to a venue at 
which they have fond memories. 

Wellington coach Ernie Merrick 
welcomed back Costa Rican star 
midfielder Carlos Hernandez to his 
side but a shoulder injury to Louis 
Fenton meant Michael Boxall was 
handed a rare start for the Phoenix 
at the unfamiliar position of right- 
back. 

Stein Huysegems, the Belgian 
striker in a rich vein of form of 
late, headed over from a Hernandez 
comer shortly after five minutes 
but it was a rare moment of inspi- 
ration for the hosts in the opening 
exchanges. 

Wellington struggled to settle — 
which will disappoint Merrick 
given the way they had performed 
10 days earlier in an historic 3-1 
victory away at Western Sydney 
Wanderers. 

But the visitors took the lead af- 
ter quarter of an hour after Matt 
Simon finished smartly on the vol- 
ley past Glen Moss. The ball fell to 
Simon in fortuitous fashion, it ap- 
peared, though on closer inspection 
a cleverly controlled chest by Nick 
Fitzgerald cushioned the ball nicely 
into the striker’s path. 

On half an hour much of the 7,005 
in attendance thought Wellington 
ought to have drawn level after first 
Kenny Cunningham, then Huy- 
segems, and finally Albert Riera 
failed to clear the last line of the 
Mariners’ defence, though the flag 
was raised for offside for the initial 
effort. 
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Matt Simon (Mariners) slams home from the edge of the box to give the visitors the lead. 


Hernandez’s compatriot Cunning- 
ham was Wellington’s most lively 
player throughout and the warning 
signs were not noted by the Mari- 
ners as he made them pay moments 
before the interval. 

He danced past Storm Roux — 
the All White whose most recent 
memory at Westpac Stadium was 
to make his international debut 
against Mexico — on the edge of 
the area, before sliding the ball 
past Liam Reddy in the Mariners 
goal. 

Reddy — who was subjected to 
taunts from the Yellow Fever all 
day long due to a disciplinary in- 
discretion which occurred before a 
play-off with Sydney FC in 2012 — 
was unsighted perhaps, as the shot 
found its way through the legs of 
Nick Montgomery. 

But a slice of fortune certainly 
won’t go amiss for the Phoenix 
who endured a horror start to the 
season as far as luck is concerned. 
What followed for Wellington was 
a period of dominance, and, ulti- 


Storm Reoux (Mariners) gives chase to Phoenix goalscorer Kenny Cunningham. 
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48.2% 


mately frustration, as they failed to 
breach Phil Moss’ backline despite 
waves of possession in attack to 
open the second half. 

Credit must go to the resilience of 
the Mariners who might have sat 
back but barely allowed the hosts a 
sniff at goal throughout the period. 

Wellington’s best chance to break 
the deadlock fell to substitute Tyler 
Boyd, whose miscued cross nearly 
looped over Reddy and was palmed 
away to safety. 

The league struck a new mile- 
stone in the 79th minute when Roy 
Krishna took to the field, becoming 
the A-League’s first Fijian player. 

But the visiting Central Coast will 
be kicking themselves for not tak- 
ing more from the match after be- 
ing handed a penalty with 20 min- 
utes to play. 

Moss felled Fitzgerald and despite 
appeals from the Phoenix, referee 
Matt Gillett had little option but to 
point to the spot. 

But last season’s golden boot Dan- 


Tackles 


Total Shots 

Total Passes 482 

Possession 51.8% 
Corners 1 
Offsides 2 


Fouls committed 13 


iel McBreen, himself guilty of 
spurning a glorious opportunity 
moments earlier when he headed 
well wide with time and space in 
the area, blazed well over from 
18 yards to perfectly illustrate his 
own frustrations this term. 

The drama wasn’t quite over 
as Wellington had a vociferous 
penalty shout of their own when 
Boyd went over in the box, but 
the match peetered out into a 1-1 
draw that will be viewed by both 
coaches in equal parts disappoint- 
ment and satisfaction. 

For Moss, it’s a case of what could 
have been after missing a huge 
chance to take the lead late on, 
while Merrick, disappointed not 
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to have extended the club’s win- 
ning run will, objectively, appreci- 
ate the merit of a draw against the 
champions in testing conditions. 

Wellington remained second- 
bottom but are just six points from 
the fourth placed Melbourne Vic- 
tory, who they host next Saturday 
in a match that could be critical for 
their finals ambitions. 

The Mariners, now third after 
Sunday’s draw, travel to Syd- 
ney FC this weekend and despite 
four ladder positions separating 
them and their fellow New South 
Welshmen, a margin of only two 
points illustrates just how tight it 
is in the middle of the A-League 
ladder. 


The Mariners embrace Matt Simon after breaking the 
deadlock. 
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Late Santalab winner grabs derby 


Western Sydney 


© 1 


Sydney FC 


® 0 


SYDNEY 
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Match Details 


Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Santalab 87’) 

Sydney FC 0 

Pirtek Stadium 

Crowd: 18,000 


Wanderers: 1.Ante Covic, 3.Adam 
D’Apuzzo, 32.Daniel Alessi, 

4. Nikolai Topor-Stanley, 13.Matthew 
Spiranovic, 10.Aaron Mooy, 
21.Shinji Ono (11.Brendon Santa- 
lab) , 19.Mark Bridge, 18.lacopo 
LaRocca (23.Jason Trifiro), 
17.Youssouf Hersi, 9.Tom Juric (12. 
Tahj Minniecon). 


Yellow Cards: D’Apuzzo 


Sydney FC: 20.Vedran Jenjetovic, 
5.Matthew Jurman, 3.Marc Warren, 
8.Pedj Bojic, 6.Nikola Petkovic, 
22.Ali Abbas, 15.Terry McFlynn, 
7.Brett Emerton (9.Corey Gameiro), 
10.Alessandro Del Piero (35. 

Dylan Caton), 4.Ranko Despotovic, 
28.Matt Thompson (27.Chris 
Naumoff). 


Yellow cards: Jurman, Abbas, 
McFlynn, Gameiro. 
Red Cards: None 


By FFA 


A goal to substitute Brendan 
Santalab four minutes from full 
time has handed Western Syd- 
ney a dramatic 1-0 win over 
fierce rivals Sydney FC on Sat- 
urday night. 

A pulsating derby looked headed 
for a draw as neither side were 
able to make the most of their 
few clear-cut chances in front of 
more than 18,000 fans at a raucous 
Pirtek Stadium. 

But just as it appeared the Sky 
Blues would keep their unbeaten 
record at Parramatta intact, Santa- 
lab had the final say. 

Youssouf Hersi managed to skew 
a cross over from the right which 
found its way through to Santalab 
at the far post. 

The former Sky Blues attacker 
controlled on his thigh, before 
poking the ball under Vedran Jan- 
jetovic and into the net. 

While the visitors enjoyed the 
better of the second half, it was a 
deserved victory for the Wanderers 
for their first-half effort which saw 
them hit the woodwork on four oc- 
casions. 

The result means Tony Popovic’s 
side close the gap on league leaders 
Brisbane Roar to four points ahead 
of a clash with the Melbourne Vic- 
tory on Tuesday night. 

Sydney have now won just one 
of their last five games and have 
dropped out of the top six for the 
first time in two months. 

The Wanderers had the better 
chances of an absorbing first half 
and started their string of finding 
the frame of the goal inside eight 
minutes. 

Tomi Juric picked up a loose ball 
25 metres out and was allowed to 
turn and drive a low shot which 
was fortunately tipped onto the 
post by Janjetovic. 

The Sydney ‘keeper had the 
woodwork to thank again 10 
minutes before the break as Mark 
Bridge’s effort across the face of 
goal skimmed the post on its way 


Brendan Santalab rejoices with the RBB after 
hitting a late winner to settle the derby. 


‘> 


7 


RIDAY H+ 


ANUARY 2014 UA 


A-League | Round14 9 


“~a x 


honours 


" 


25 Tackles 15 
18 Total Shots 10 
456 Total Passes 436 
50.8% Possession 49.2% 
3 Corners 6 
4 Offsides 2 
21 ~—~*Fouls committed 18 


Man of the Match 


Matthew Spiranovic (WSW) 


Wanderers’ Brendan Santalab manages to squeeze the ball under oncoming Sydney FC custodian Vedran Janjetovic. 


wide. 

Then in a crazy end to the half the 
home side hit the crossbar twice in 
a matter of seconds. 

First Hersi saw the ball bounce 

back off the crossbar after an auda- 
cious effort from 35 metres out had 
Janjetovic scrambling. 
The rebound fell to Juric who took 
one touch to control on his chest 
before blasting another shot which 
cannoned off the bar. 

The break offered some much- 
needed respite for the Sky Blues 
and they seemed to gain confi- 
dence from their lucky escapes. 


Substitute Corey Gameiro, Terry 
McFlynn and Ranko Despotovic 
all went close to beating Ante 
Covic as the visitors dominated the 
first 20 minutes of the second half. 
The match opened up in the clos- 
ing stages as both sides tired and 
pushed for a winner, with Santalab 
popping up at the death to sink his 
former club. 


Alessandro Del Piero can’t 
seem to find a way through 
the sea of black & red legs. 
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Melbourne Victory 


Western Sydney 


© 1 


Match Details 


Melbourne Victory 3 (Thompson 
52’, Barbarouses 62’, Finkler 94’) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 1 
(Juric 93’) 

Crowd: 14,774 @ AAMI Park 
Tuesday 14th January 2014 


Melbourne Victory Starting 
Line-Up: Coe (GK), Traore, Broxham 
(C), Barbarouses, Thompson, Nab- 
bout, Troisi, Mahazi, Jeggo, Leijer, 
Murnane 


Subs: Thomas, Finkler, Makarou- 
nas, Brown, Ridesic 


Yellow Cards: Leijer 
Red Cards: None 


Western Sydney Wanderers Line- 
Up: Covic, D’Apuzzo, Topor-Stanley, 
Beauchamp (C), Mooy, Santalab, 
Minniecon, Appiah, Bridge, Hef- 
fernan, Trifiro 


Subs: Tyson, Juric, Hersi, Ono, 
Alessi 

Yellow Cards: Heffernan, Bridge, 
Hersi, Juric. 

Red cards: None 
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By Andrew Bishara 


Melbourne Victory tamed the 
heat to overcome the Western 
Sydney Wanderers in a convinc- 
ing 3-1 win on a boiling Tuesday 
night at AAMI Park. 

With temperatures pushing the 
high 30s, the Victory managed to 
outlast the Wanderers thanks to a 
dominant second-half performance 
with goals by Archie Thompson, 
Kosta Barbarouses and Gui Fin- 
kler, cancelling out Tomi Juric’s 
late strike. 

The win sees the Victory move to 
outright third on 23 points, three 
behind the Wanderers, but can 
drop to fourth if the Central Coast 
Mariners win its game in hand. 

Both Kevin Muscat and Tony 
Popovic had to field changed line- 
ups with a host of players on both 
sides out through injury, interna- 
tional duty and a short turnaround 
of fixtures. 

Muscat was dealt a massive blow 
with Captain Mark Milligan un- 
dergoing minor surgery and being 
tuled out for six weeks. He was 
joined by Scott Galloway, Nick 
Ansell, Jason Geria and Connor 
Pain who were away with Young 
Socceroos duties. 

For Tony Popovic, the short break 
from Saturday’s Sydney Derby, 
meant he left key players, Shinji 
Ono, Tomi Juric and Youssouf 
Hersi on the bench. 

The first half was a tamed affair, 

with both teams struggling to ad- 
just to the heat. 
Barbarouses had the first real 
chance of the game, having his 
shot from just outside the 18-yard 
box breeze passed the post. 

Minutes later it was the Wander- 
ers’ turn with Kwabene Apiah- 
Kubi darting into the box, before 
having his close-range strike saved 
by Victory ‘keeper Nathan Coe. 


In the 13th minute, Muscat was 
dealt another injury blow with An- 
drew Nabbout being stretched off 
after being accidently kicked in the 
head by Dean Heffernan during a 
Wanderers corner. 

Play was halted for several min- 
utes as Nabbout was rushed to hos- 
pital with concussion, as Finkler 
replaced the winger. 

Six minutes into the second half, 
the Victory made the valuable 
break through, thanks to Thomp- 
son, who made his first starting ap- 
pearance since late November. 

Rashid Mahazi pushed the ball 
out wide for Barbarouses, who 
whipped in a first time ball, for 
Thompson to pluck it in at the back 
post. 

The goal seemed to galvanise the 
Victory, who added a second six 
minutes, with Barbarouses getting 
his name on the scoresheet. 

The New Zealand International 
broke through the Wanderers 
defence after a precise ball by 
stand-in-captain Leigh Broxham. 
Dummying past Nicholai Topor- 
Stanley, Barbarouses fired in a low 
shot passed Wanderers’ ‘keeper 
Ante Covic. 

The Victory then had two glori- 
ous chances with both James Troisi 
and Barbarouses breaking through 
clean on goal, only to have their 
shots saved by Covic. 

The game looked over before Juric 
scored deep into extra time, after 
getting onto a Hersi cross to scare 
the Victory. 

But it didn’t last more than a min- 
ute, when Finkler found himself 
alone in the Wanderers’ box to 
calmly trickled the ball into the net 
to seal the win. 

The Victory will enjoy a three-day 
break before it travels to Welling- 
ton to face the Phoenix on Satur- 
day, while the Wanderers have a 
day extra before it faces Adelaide 
United at Coopers Stadium. 
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ym Wanderers late in the game. 
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mark on a sweltering night 
and the ballboy gets a hug. 
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26 Tackles 21 
12 Total Shots 12 
459 Total Passes 467 
48.3% Possession 51.7% 
0 Corners 14 
3 Offsides 0 
12 Fouls committed 16 


| Man of the Match 
Kosta Barbarouses (Victory) 


Kostas Barbarouses crashes 
into Ante Covic after a tackle 
by Dean Hefferman. 


MELBOURNE 


\ 


SYDNEY 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 26 


KICK-OFF 5.00PM 
ETIHAD STADIUM 


TIGKETMASTER.COM.AU 


All times are AEDT 


MELBOURNE 


HEART 
7 af 


1.Andrew REDMAYNE (GK) 
3.Robbie WIELAERT 
4.0rlando ENGELAAR 
6.Patrick GERHARDT 
7.lain RAMSAY 
8.Massimo MURDOCCA 
10.Harry KEWELL (C) 
11.Michael MIFSUD 
15.David WILLIAMS 
16.Aziz BEHICH 
17.Jason HOFFMAN 
19.Benjamin GARUCCIO 
20.Tando VELAPHI (GK) 
22.Nick KALMAR 
23.Mate DUGANDZIC 
24.Patrick KISNORBO 
25.Andrea MIGLIORINI 
**One to be Omitted** 


Ins: 4.0rlando ENGELAAR (pro- 
moted), 19.Benjamin GARUCCIO 
(promoted) 


Outs: 9.Dylan MACALLISTER 
(suspended — one week) 


Unavailable: 13.Jonatan GERMA- 
NO (2 weeks), 18.David Vrankovic 
(international duty), 21.Stefan 
MAUK (international duty) 


Struggling 
Heart host 
depleted Jets 


Gary van Egmond’s Newcastle 
Jets are set to face the Melbourne 
Heart - knowing anything other 
than a win is unsatisfactory. 

The Heart are without a win in 
their past 19 outings and have yet 
to find their feet since John v’ant 
Schip took the reigns. 

Welcome news for the Heart, is that 
marquee signing Orlando Engelaar 
looks set to make his debut af- 
ter suffering a broken leg in pre- 
season. His return will be greatly 
welcomed by a team that has 
shown glimpses of their potential, 
but have ultimately lacked a cut- 
ting edge. The emergence Engelaar 
could re-ignite their season, after 
impressing in the National Youth 
League derby with a 30 minute 
cameo last weekend in the Heart’s 
3-1 win against the Victory. 

The woes continued for their se- 
nior side last weekend though, even 
if a 3-0 loss was perhaps a touch 
flattering to the Glory. The misfir- 
ing in front of goal has seen them 
go scoreless since the Melbourne 
derby on December 21. It’s now at 
the stage where a win and a solid, 
attacking performance is becoming 
imperative. 

The Jets are not without problems 


of their own. After beating the 
Heart in early December, they’ve 
only won once more and have suc- 
cumbed to defeat on three occa- 
sions. 

Last week’s 1-1 draw with the 
Melbourne Victory will be seen as 
a disappointment after taking the 
lead and being in complete con- 
trol. They were perhaps slightly 
lucky to get a result at all after Ar- 
chie Thompson squandered a great 
chance late on. 

The Jets will need to find some 
form and confidence to stamp their 
authority in this fixture from the 
early stages. Adam Taggart has 
emerged as their most potent goal 
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threat - with 6 goals this season, 
but is away with the Olyroos, along 
with Josh Brillante, Connor Chap- 
man and Andrew Hoole. Van Eg- 
mond has turned to Joel Griffiths in 
his hour of need, signing him on a 
contract until the end of the season. 
It adds an injection of much needed 
firepower to a side who’s average 
only one goal per game this season. 
Predictably, the Heart are bottom 
of the league in terms of that par- 
ticular stat, only scoring 9 goals in 
fourteen matches. 

The threat of Nathan Burns is 
something that the likes of Mas- 
simo Murdocca will need to be 
aware of, whilst Taylor Regan will 
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The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 10 
Heart 3 
Jets 5 

Drawn 2 


Referee: Alan Milliner 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Radio Coverage 
Full coverage Online/Mobile phone 
app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#MHTVNEW 


have a tough task against Michael 
Mifsud. 

At their best this season, the Jets 
have looked a tight-knit unit led 
by Ruben Zadkovic, they’re a side 
with serious finals aspirations. A 
win will consolidate their place in 
the top 6 but, they are not at their 
best at the moment. This represents 
a chance for the Heart break their 
winless streak. 

The threat of Harry Kewell is yet 
to materialise thus far after his in- 


jury problems, but his quality is in- 


disputable and could feature heav- 
ily in run-in. A cagey affair looks 
to be in store at AAMI Park - the 
first goal in this contest being abso- 
lutely crucial. 
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Jets Line Up 


1.Mark BIRIGHITTI (gk) 
3. Taylor REGAN 

4.Kew JALIENS 

5.Ben KANTAROVSKI 
6.Zenon CARAVELLA 
8.Ruben ZADKOVICH (c) 
9.Emile HESKEY 
11.Craig GOODWIN 
13.Joey GIBBS 
16.Jacob PEPPER 

17, James VIRGILI 
18.James BROWN 
19.Michael BRIDGES 
21.Sam GALLAWAY 
20.Ben KENNEDY (gk) 
27.Nick WARD. 


Ins: 4.Kew JALIENS (returns 
from suspension), 27.Nick WARD 
(promoted) 


Outs: 10.Nathan BURNS (loan 
deal has ended), 14.Josh 
MITCHELL. 


Unavailable: 2.Scott NEVILLE 
(knee injury — long term), 
7.Andrew HOOLE (interna- 

tional duty), 12.Connor CHAPMAN 
(international duty), 15.Josh 
BRILLANTE (international duty) 
22.Adam TAGGART (international 
duty), 25.Mitch COOPER (knee 
injury — long term). 


1.Daniel VUKOVIC (GK) 
2.Jack CLISBY 
3.Brandon 0’NEILL 
6.Cameron EDWARDS 
7.Jacob BURNS 
9.Shane SMELTZ 
11.Adrian ZAHRA 
14.Steven McGARRY 
15.lsaka CERNAK 
16.Sidnei SCIOLA MORAES 
17.Chris HAROLD 
19.Josh RISDON 
20.Danny DE SILVA 
23.Michael THWAITE 
24.Matthew DAVIES 
25.Riley WOODCOCK 
36.William GALLAS 
39.Luke RADONICH (GK) 
** Two to be omitted ** 


Ins: 36.William GALLAS (returns 
from injury), Daniel De Silva 
(promoted) 


Outs: Nil 


Unavailable: Travis DODD. 

(knee - indefinite), Jack DUNCAN 
(International Duty), Ryan ED- 
WARDS (International Duty), Scott 
JAMIESON (achilles - indefinite), 
Jamie MACLAREN (injured) 


Roar look to 
bounce back 


in the West 


Brisbane Roar will look to get 
back in the winner’s circle when 
they head to the nib Stadium on 
Friday evening to take on the im- 
proving Perth Glory, in week 15 
of the Hyundai A-League (9.45 
EST) The Roar were surprising- 
ly beaten 2-1 by Adelaide United 
last week at Suncorp Stadium, 
while the Glory made it back-to- 
back wins after a 3-0 home win 
against Melbourne Heart. 

The Roar will train in Brisbane on 
Thursday before heading West and 
Coach Mike Mulvey says that is an 
arrangement they are familiar with, 
but he is expecting a tough game 
against a resurgent Glory side. 
“We think we’ve got it down now 
with travelling to Perth,” he said. 
“One of the hardest things with 
travelling is training facilities that 
make an impact, so we'll do our 
training here before we travel. 

“There’s been a fair bit of upheav- 
al in Perth but I know Kenny Lowe 
well. He’s a very passionate man 
and that’s been shown already, he 
is very organised and it seems like 
the ship has been righted. 

“This is going to be a tough game 
for us, no doubt about it.” 
In team news German midfielder 


Fri Jan 17 NIB Stadium 9:45 PM 


Thomas Broich should be fit after 
a cork hampered him in the loss to 
Adelaide, but Socceroos defender 
Ivan Franjic is again in doubt with 
a stomach strain. 

The Glory however will look to 
continue their good form under 
new coach Kenny Lowe, and they 
are slowly getting some of their 
players back from injury. Josh Ris- 
don was an unused sub against the 
Heart last week after a long layoff 
with a knee injury, while William 
Gallas and Jamie Maclaren are 
both back in training and up for 
selection. 


Glory skipper Jacob Burns says it’s 
great to have players back, fighting 
for positions, but they will not be 
taking anything for granted as they 
prepare to take on league leaders 
Brisbane on Friday and then tough 
games, against Western Sydney 
and Melbourne Victory, which 
could define their season. 

“That’s two good results but 
we’ve got to back that up. It’s go- 
ing to be a really firm test against 
Brisbane and we won’t get ahead 
of ourselves and think about where 
we’re going to finish and what spot 
in the finals. We’ll take each and 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 26 
Glory 5 
Roar 16 
Drawn 5 


Referee: Kris Griffiths-Jones 


Radio Broadcast: 720 ABC Perth, ABC 
Local Radio WA, 612 ABC Brisbane, 

ABC Local Radio QLD Grandstand Digital 
and Online/Mobile phone app.Sport FM 
(Perth) 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#PERVBRI 


every game as it comes,” he said. 
“We’ve got Brisbane, West Sydney 
and then Melbourne Victory so 
some very tough games. We’re get- 
ting some more players back and 
it’s healthy competition for places 
and if we keep turning perfor- 
mances like against the Heart then 
there’s no reason why we can’t be 
up there. 

“But more importantly going into 
the Brisbane game, who are on fire 
this season, it’s important to have 
back- to-back at home.” 

The Roar have a great record on 
the road against the Glory, winning 
eight of their 13 encounters, and 
their last visit to Western Australia 
was a successful one, with James 
Meyer’s goal giving them a 1-0 
win in round 18 last season. 


1.Michael THEO 
2.Matthew SMITH (c) 
3.Shane STEFANUTTO 
7.Besart BERISHA 
10.HENRIQUE 

11.Liam MILLER 
13.Jade NORTH 
17.Matt McKAY 
18.Luke BRATTAN 
19.Jack HINGERT 
20.Matthew ACTON (gk) 
22.Thomas BROICH 
23.Dimitri PETRATOS 
28.Brandon BORRELLO 
34.Patrick THEODORE 
35.Jai INGHAM 


In: 35.Jai INGHAM (promoted) 


Out: 14.Diogo FERREIRA (sus- 
pended — one week) 


Unavailable: 5.lvan FRANJIC 
(stomach injury — one week), 
15.James DONACHIE (groin — one 
week), 25.George LAMBADARDIS 
(knee - season), 26.Corey 
BROWN (International Duty — 
Young Socceroos) 


ADRIAN DEANS 


A new novel by GW’s Adrian Deans 


Adrian Deans does for Sydney's leafy fringes what Irvine 


Welsh does for Edinburgh's council estates. 


Straight Jacket is a ripsnorter of a ride through the dark 
heart of the burbs and may just be Australia’s answer to 


American Psycho. 
Kirsten Krauth, just_a_girl 


Sometimes funny, sometimes disturbing, and always 


compelling. With a super original premise 


and a one-of-a-kind protagonist, Deans’ entertaining fol- 
low up to Mr Cleansheets delivers on every level. 


Tony Wilson, Making News 


A disturbingly good read. Unnerving and darkly comic. 


Stuart Quin, Ealing Studios Australia 


Green Gully Soccer Club 


MT W 9am - Midnight T & F 9am - 1am 
Sat 10am - 2am Sun 10am - Midnight 

Green Gully Reserve, Club House Place Keilor Downs VIC 3038 Melway Reference: 14 E8 
Tel: (03) 9366-6697 Email: ggullysc@bigpond.net.au 


SOCCER CLUB 


VPL Champions: 1981, 1982, 
1983, 1999,2000,2003,2005, 
2010, 2011 
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CPHOENIKS 


Phoenix Line Up 


1.Glen Moss (GK) 
2.Manny Muscat 
5.Michael Boxall 
7.Leo Bertos 

9.Kenny Cunningham 
10.Stein Huysegems 
11.Jeremy Brockie 
12. Tyler Boyd 
13.Albert Riera 
15.Jason Hicks 
17.Vince Lia 

18.Ben Sigmund 
20.Lewis Italiano (GK) 
21.Carlos Hernandez 
22.Andrew Durante (c) 
23.Matthew Ridenton 
24.Roy Krishna. 
**One to be omitted** 


In: 7.Leo Bertos (promoted) 


Out: Nil. 


Unavailable: 8.Paul Ifill (ruptured 
Achilles, 8 to 12 months), 
16.Louis Fenton (shoulder injury, 
season). 


Master And 
Apprentices In 
Showdown 


Joe Gallagher 


With a three-game win streak 
snapped by the Central Coast Mari- 
ners on Sunday, Wellington Phoenix 
look to return to the winners’ circle on 
Saturday evening against the visiting 
Melbourne Victory. 

Much like against the champions, Wel- 
lington’s record against Kevin Muscat’s 
men does not make for pretty reading; 
the Phoenix have just a pair of wins 
against the Victory in 19 attempts. 

Muscat’s side are looking for their 
eighth consecutive win against the 
Phoenix and to extend a three-game un- 
beaten run away from Victoria. 

But for Ernie Merrick, who spent six 
years with the Victory between 2005 
and 2011, won’t be too concerned by 
what transpired during the tenure of his 
predecessor. 

His squad has already thrown aside the 
record books twice this month for away 
wins against the Melbourne Heart and 
Western Sydney Wanderers, and is eye- 
ing up a crusade toward the top six. 

The fourth-placed Victory are nine 
points clear of the Phoenix having 
played a game more, but are themselves 
looking to gain ground on the second- 
placed Western Sydney Wanderers, 
against whom they triumphed 3-1 on 
Tuesday night. 

A short turnaround might work in 
Wellington’s favour, however, against 
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an already fatigued Victory outfit. Mel- 
bourne’s campaign suffered another blow 
his week with news that they will be 
without key man Mark Milligan for over 
a month requiring treatment for his knee. 
The Phoenix are no stranger to injuries 
hemselves, it should be noted, with Paul 
Ifill and Louis Fenton having been ruled 
out in the past month to undergo surgery 
o their Achilles and shoulder, respec- 
ively. 

But Merrick has been pleased with the 
way his side has stepped up in the face 
of adversity. 

Costa Rican midfielder Kenny Cun- 
ningham has impressed deputising Ifill 
— scoring his second goal for the side in 
Sunday’s 1-1 draw against the Mariners — 
and though the jury is still out on Fenton’s 
replacement, Michael Boxall, his coach 
has retained confidence in his makeshift 
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right-back, labelling his performance in 
tough conditions against the Mariners a 
‘solid defensive effort’. 

If the Scot was to make any major 
change to his lineup it would likely 
be to replace the out-of-sorts Jeremy 
Brockie with Tyler Boyd. While Brock- 
ie, last year’s golden boot, is down on 
confidence and was largely anonymous 
against Central Coast, Boyd was lively 
after coming on as a substitute. 

He would partner Belgian striker Stein 
Huysegems up front, with whom he 
linked up very nicely in the 3-1 win 
against the Wanderers on New Year’s 
Day. 

Four of Muscat’s younger players — 
Nick Ansell, Scott Galloway, Conor 
Pain and Jason Geria — are away with 
the Australian under-22 squad along 
with Wellington’s Reece Caira. 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 19 
Phoenix 2 
Victory 11 
Drawn 6 


Referee: Adam Kersey 


Radio Broadcast: 774 ABC Melbourne, 
ABC Local Radio VIC, 936 ABC 

Hobart and ABC Northern Tasmania 
Grandstand Digital Online/Mobile 
phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#WELVMVC 


While the Victory might also be miss- 
ing Mitch Nichols and Andrew Nabbout 
due to injury, Muscat will welcome 
Pablo Contreras back from suspension 
and defender Adrian Leijer is on his own 
route back from injury. 

Muscat has in his ranks a weapon with 
whom many of the Phoenix would be 
familiar. Leading the league in assists 
as it stands, Kosta Barbarouses — fresh 
off an performance against the Wander- 
ers in which he registered a goal and 
an assist — will be recognisable among 
Merrick’s All Whites and members of 
Wellington’s unit during Barbarouses 
three year spell with the club. 

The last meeting between the two sides 
ended 3-2 to the Victory in November, 
a result which perhaps flatters the visi- 
tors. 


All times are AEDT 
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Victory Line Up 


1.Nathan COE (gk) 

2.Pablo CONTRERAS 
3.Adama TRAORE 

6.Leigh BROXHAM 

7.Gui FINKLER 

9.Kosta BARBAROUSES 
10.Archie THOMPSON 
14.James TROISI 
16.Rashid MAHAZI 
17.James JEGGO 
20.Lawrence THOMAS (gk) 
22.Jesse MAKAROUNAS 
23.Adrian LEIJER 
26.Jordan BROWN 
27.Christopher CRISTALDO 
31.Dylan MURNANE 
32.Milos RIDESIC 

**One to be omitted** 


Ins: 2.Pablo CONTRERAS (returns 
from suspension), 27.Christopher 
CRISTALDO (promoted) 


Outs: 13.Andrew NABBOUT 
(concussion) 


Unavailable: 4.Nick ANSELL 
(international duty — Young 
Socceroos), 5.Mark MILLIGAN 
(knee, 4-6 weeks).11.Connor 
PAIN (international duty — Young 
Socceroos), 15.Mitch NICH- 
OLS (knee — 1 week), 24.Scott 
GALLOWAY (international duty 

— Young Socceroos), 25.Jason 
GERIA (international duty — Young 
Socceroos) 


FC 


Sydney FC Line Up 


1.lvan NECEVSKI (gk) 
2.Seb RYALL 

3.Marc WARREN 

4.Ranko DESPOTOVIC 
5.Matt JURMAN 

6.Nikola PETKOVIC 

8.Pedj BOJIC 

9.Corey GAMEIRO 
10.Alessandro DEL PIERO (c) 
15.Terry MCFLYNN 

16.Joel CHIANESE 

19.Nick CARLE 

20.Vedran JANJETOVIC (gk) 
22.Ali ABBAS 
27.Christopher NAUMOFF 
28.Matt THOMPSON 
34.Aaron CALVER 

**One to be omitted** 


Ins: 16.Joel CHIANESE (return 
from injury), 34.Aaron CALVER 
(promoted), 19.Nick CARLE (return 
from suspension) 


Outs: 7.Brett EMERTON (retired), 
35.Dylan CATON (returns to NYL). 


Unavailable: 11.Richard GARCIA 

(1 week — bruised ankle), Rhyan 
GRANT (knee — season), Peter 
TRIANTIS (groin - indefinite), Terry 
ANTONIS (thigh - indefinite), Tiago 
CALVANO (Suspended — 1 matches), 
24.Hagi GLIGOR (international duty). 


Chase is on for 


first win of ‘14 


Sydney FC will be looking to bounce 
back against the Mariners this 
weekend after a second successive 
derby loss to the Wanderers. 

Central Coast will also be looking 
to get back on track and secure their 
place in the top four, following two 
disappointing draws with cellar dwell- 
ers Melbourne Heart and Wellington 
Phoenix respectively. 

The Sky Blues are yet to taste victory 
in 2014, with their last win coming 
over a month ago against bottom club 
Melbourne Heart on the 15th Decem- 
ber. 

Central Coast also haven’t won since 
2013, although they did beat the Glory 
on New Years Eve two weeks ago. 

Despite periods of sustained effort 

and structure during their arm-wrestle 
against their Western rivals last week, 
Sydney FC once again failed to dem- 
onstrate why many consider them a 
chance in this years competition. 
Despite recent results suggesting oth- 
erwise, FC’s defensive structure has 
been solid in recent weeks, although 
had the Wanderers taken their chances 
on Saturday the score might not have 
been so flattering. 
You just sense there is always a mis- 
ake along the backline or a loose pass 
in midfield that inevitably brings the 
Sky Blues unstuck. 

Frank Farina was disappointed his 
eam didn’t come away with a draw 


C49 


from Parramatta, although despite 
their efforts, they barely deserved it. 

If you asked any one of the thousand 
Sydney FC fans that travelled up the 
M4 if they’d be happy with a point 
against Western Sydney, they’d more 
than likely say no. 

Frank Farina on the other hand seemed 
quite content with a draw, that was un- 
til the 87th minute of course. 

Despite their run of five straights wins 
which seems an age ago now, Sydney 
FC have failed to improve on the form 
that saw them take only a point from 
their first four games. 

With so much promise at the start of 
the year with their array of new sign- 
ings and passing based, pressing style 
of play, you’d be forgiven for saying 
‘here we ago again’ if you were a Sky 


Sat Jan 18 Allianz Stadium 7:30 PM 


Blues fan. 

Frank Farina needs his team to start 
showing some consistency, and that 
doesn’t mean consistently win for five 
weeks, then consistently not win for 
the next five. 

That can all start this weekend against 
a Mariners team who still have a point 
to prove in 2014. 

Just like Sydney FC, Central Coast 
are yet to hit their traps after a hugely 
successful 2012/13 season. 

There have been glimpses of the foot- 
ball we love to watch he Mariners play 
this campaign, but it’s never easy de- 
fending your title, particularly when 
you lose a manager like Graeme Ar- 
nold mid-season. 

There is a chance the Sky Blues will 
welcome back Richard Garcia, Nick 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 26 
Sydney FC 10 
Mariners 9 
Drawn 7 


Referee: Peter 0’ Leary 


Radio Broadcast: 702 ABC Sydney, ABC 
Local Radio NSW, 92.5 ABC Central Coast, 
Grandstand Digital, Online/Mobile phone 
app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#SFCvCCM 


Carle and Joel Chianese to the squad 
for the game in Gosford on Saturday, 
which will be a huge boost. 

On recent form however, it’s hard 
to see the Mariners losing at home 
against a Sydney FC team who look 
down on confidence. 

Former captain and Socceroo great 
Brett Emerton also looks like he will 
announce his retirement effective im- 
mediately, which will certainly have 
an effect on the team both on and off 
the pitch. 

It’s good for the A-League when a big 
club like Sydney FC are doing well, I 
just don’t see them pulling it together 
against a solid Mariners team at Blu- 
etongue Stadium. 

If the great man Del Piero has a blind- 
er, Sydney FC has a chance, if not the 
Mariners should win reasonably com- 
fortably. 


1.Justin PASFIELD (Gk) 
2.Daniel MCBREEN 
3.Joshua ROSE 
4.Marcel SEIP 
5.Zachary ANDERSON 
6.Brent GRIFFITHS 
8.Nick MONTGOMERY 
9.Mitchell DUKE 
11.Nick FITZGERALD 
12.Liam REDDY (Gk) 
13.Hayden MORTON 
15.Storm ROUX 

16. Trent SAINSBURY 
17.Anthony CACERES 
19.Matt SIMON 
20.Bernie IBINI 
21.Mile STERJOVSKI 
22.Tom SLATER 

*Two to be omitted* 


Ins: 4.Marcel SEIP (promoted), 
13.Hayden MORTON (promoted), 
22.Tom SLATER (promoted) 
Outs: 7.John HUTCHINSON 
(suspended — 1 week) 
Unavailable: 7.John HUTCHIN- 
SON (suspended — 1 week), 
10.Marcos FLORES (knee — 
season), 14.Michael MCGLINCHEY 
(on loan — Vegalta Sendai), 
18.Michael NEILL (knee — indefi- 
nite), 23.Adam KWASNIK (knee 
— season) 


KNOW YOUR FOOTBALL? ENJOY WRITING? 


WEEKLY 


GW IS SEEKING FOOTBALL CONTRIBUTORS WHO 
KNOW HOW TO WRITE A GOOD GAME. 
Apply within at news@goalweekly.com 


Pedro’s Pizza. eae 
raz 
§ > . AS 


327 Bay St Port Melb VIC 3207 Tel: (03) 9646 4110 


1.Eugene GALEKOVIC (GK) (c) 
3.Nigel BOOGAARD 

4. Jon McKAIN 
5.0sama MALIK 
7.JERONIMO. 

8.ISAIAS 

10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
11.Bruce DJITE 
13.Steven LUSTICA 
14.Cameron WATSON 
16.Daniel BOWLES 
17.Awer MABIL 
18.Michael ZULLO 
20.Paul IZZO (GK) 
21.Tarek ELRICH 
23.Jordan ELSEY 
26.Anthony COSTA 
31.Ryan GRIFFITHS, 
*“Two to be omitted** 


Ins: 5.0sama MALIK (returns from 
suspension), 10.Marcelo CARRUSCA 
(returns from injury), 11.Bruce 
DJITE (returns from injury) 


Outs: 32.Nathan KONSTANDO- 
POULOS 


Unavailable: 6.CASSIO (hamstring 
tendon — indefinite), 9.Sergio CIRIO 
(hamstring 1-2 weeks)12.Antony 
GOLEC (China), 15.Jacob MELLING 
(knee — 5 weeks), 19.Jake BARKER- 
DAISH (international duty — Young 
Socceroos), 22 Fabio FERREIRA 
(groin - test) 


Red Hot Reds 
Welcome 


Premiers 


In form Adelaide United hopes to 
continue their finals chances as 
they welcome last year’s premiers 
Western Sydney Wanderers to 
Coopers Stadium this Sunday tea 
time. 

The Reds are unbeaten in their last 
five games and just three points off a 
finals spot. The visitors however are 
finding life difficult as of now, hav- 
ing lost their last three and not a win 
in four games. 

Adelaide shocked the nation last 
weekend with a superb smash and 
grab win at table toppers Brisbane 
Roar. The hero that day was young 
Jordan Elsey, who is eligible to play 
despite rumours blocking him from 
making the cut due to a red card 
he received in The National Youth 
League the day after the match in 
Brisbane. 

The Reds have also been boosted 
with the news that bright youngster 
Awir Mabil has extended his con- 
tract at the club by two more years, 
keeping his services until the end of 
the 2016-17 campaign. 

“T feel very happy with the decision 
we’ve made because it feels like a 
family at this club,” Mabil said. 

“To be offered a further two-year 
deal is really good for my develop- 
ment. Josep is a really good coach 


and I feel comfortable and I am 
learning a lot under him. I’m in a re- 
ally good environment to learn and 
that’s why I really enjoy it here.” 

Adelaide’s preparation for the game 
will have surely been effected with 
the heatwave in city this week. Tem- 
peratures rose for 45 degrees, mean- 
ing the training remained light dur- 
ing the hot days. 

Meanwhile an inquest into the re- 
cent downfall in the Western Sydney 
side. After the side’s third loss in a 
row at Melbourne Victory on Tues- 
day night, it had been suggested that 
the rotation of the squad has ruptured 


the consistency of the team. But cen- 
tre back Topor-Stanley has defended 
Popovic’s decision making. 

“It would be easy to point the finger 
at that, but it would be a complete 
cop-out,” Topor-Stanley said. “You 
wont find one of us prepared to use 
that as an excuse.” 

“Tt’s a point well proven that any 
team can beat any other in this 
league, as Wellington did to us a 
couple of weeks ago,” he said. 

“Playing Adelaide on Sunday gives 
us the chance to get over the Victory 
game and put a few things right.” 

It’s difficult not to rule out this 
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Sun Jan 19 Hindmarsh Stdm 5:00 PM 


The Odds Head-to-Head 


Played 4 
Adelaide 1 
Wanderers 3 

Drawn 0 


Referee: Peter Green 


Radio Broadcast: ABC Radio 
Coverage Full coverage Online/ 
Mobile phone app 


Join the conversation on 
Twitter using the hash-tag 
#ADLVWSW 


theory though. The stats show that 
last season, Popovic’s side used 
the same defence during nineteen 
games, whereas this campaign eight 
players have been used in the fifteen 
matches so far. 

Tomi Juric will be making a return 
to the club that sold him last season. 
Juric bagged a goal in the last time 
the sides met back in November. 


If you look at 
the recent form table, the home side 
have to be considered favourites for 
the first time in a long time in this 
tie. Adelaide are on a great run and 
I think confidence will get them nar- 
rowly over the line. 
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1.Ante Covic (Gk) 
2.Shannon Cole 
3.Adam D’apuzzo 
4.Nikolai Topor-Stanley 
5.Michael Beauchamp (C) 
7.Labinot Haliti 

9.Tomi Juric 

10.Aaron Mooy 
11.Brendon Santalab 
13.Matthew Spiranovic 
17.Youssouf Hersi 
19.Mark Bridge 
20.Jerrad Tyson (Gk) 
21.Shinji Ono 

22.Dean Heffernan 
23.Jason Trifiro 
28.Alusine Fofanah 
32.Daniel Alessi 

*“Two To Be Omitted** 


Ins: 13.Matthew Spiranovic 
(Promoted), 28.Alusine Fofanah 
(Promoted), 2.Shannon Cole 
(Promoted), 7.Labinot Haliti 
(Promoted) 


Outs: 14.Kwabena Appiah, 
12.Tahj MinniecOn 


Unavailable: 6.Jerome Polenz 
(Injured — 1 Week), 18.lacopo 

La Rocca (Injured — 2 Weeks), 
8.Mateo Poljak (Injured — 1 Week) 


\ a 


AFC 


CHAMPIONS 
LEAGUE 


Melbourne Victory can today 
confirm it will play its upcom- 
ing AFC Champions League 
qualifying match at Kardinia 
Park in Geelong on Saturday, 
February 15. 

Melbourne Victory will play one 
of Muangthong United (Thai- 
land), Pune FC (India), Hanoi 
T&T (Vietnam), Tampines Rovers 
(Singapore) or South China (Hong 
Kong) who will battle it out in 
early February for the right to 
make the trip to Geelong. 

If Victory wins the Geelong 
qualifier, played over one leg, the 
club will progress straight through 
to the group stages of the Asian 
Champions League (ACL), where 
the club will take on some of 
the best teams from across Asia, 
including reigning ACL Champion 
Guangzhou Evergrande (China), 
Jeonbuk Motors (South Korea) 
and Yokohama (Japan). 


Tickets for the clash will go 

on sale from 9am on Tuesday, 
January 21 and can be purchased 
online at www.ticketek.com.au or 
via phone on 132 849. 


Round 15: ASK THE EXPERTS 


Heart - 7 Jets - 4 - Draw - 4 


Santo 


Cilauro 


Heart 
Draw | 
Draw ed 


Sydney j Ss 
. 7 
MA 


Adelaide 


Working Dog Productions 


Jets 
Brisbane 
Draw 
Sydney FC ‘ 


Wanderers | ’ 


NSL Champ / Fox Sports 


Roger 
Sleeman 


Jets 

Roar 
Victory 
Draw 
Wanderers 


Reigning Tipping Champ 


George 


Donikian 


Draw 
Roar 
Victory 
Draw 
Adelaide 


Media Mogul 


33 


Ross 
Alatsas 


Heart 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Sydney FC 
Adelaide 


GM Greek Media Group 


John 
Doyle 


Draw 
Roar 
Victory 
Mariners 
Wanderers 
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Original Captain Socceroo 


Glory-6 Roar-6 Draw - 3 


Phoenix - 6 Victory - 5 Draw - 4 


George 
Calombaris 


Newcastle 
Glory 
Victory 
Sydney FC 
Adelaide 


No.1 Victory ticket holder 


Jimmy 
Campbell 


Heart 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Sydney 
Adelaide 


Former Socceroo 


Peter 
Katholos 


Draw 
Draw 
Phoenix 
Mariners 
Adelaide 


Former Socceroo 


Sydney FC- 9 Mariners - 3 Draw - 3 


Eddie 
Krncevic 


Former Socceroo 


Campbell 


Newcastle 
Brisbane 
Wellington 
Sydney 
Draw 


Sth Melb & NSL Legend 


30 


Steve 
Blair 


Jets 
Roar 
Phoenix 
Sydney 
Adelaide 


Former Socceroo 


Adelaide - 9 Wanderers - 3 Draw - 3 


John 
Perin 


Heart 
Glory 
Phoenix 
Sydney FC 
Adelaide 


World Cup ‘74 Socceroo 


Kiss Of 
Death 


Draw 
Roar 
Draw 
Mariners 
Adelaide 


GW Contributors 


N PRESENTS 


An evening with 


JOHN BARNES 


An Evening With John Barnes 


Former Liverpool and England legend looks back on a 
career that also saw him play for Watford, Newcastle 
United & Charlton Athletic. With 79 caps for England, 
two World Cup finals, 2 League Championships, 2 FA 
Cups and 2 hit records, he has plenty to talk about. 


When: Tuesday 11th February 2014 
Where: Event Cinemas Innaloo, Perth, WA 
Time: 6pm 

Price: $65 


BOOK ONLINE AT WWW.OZTIX.COM.AU 
Proudly sponsored by Carbon Footie and West 
Coast Forklifts 


Top of the Range Boots 
Team Uniforms 
Goalkeeping Gear 
raining Equipment 
All your needs in One 
Super Store! 

Mention Goal! Weekly 


for a 10% Discount 


| Stefan Mauk : Sam Mitchinson 


Paulo Retre 


Patrick Kisnarbo. 


Patrick Gerhardt 
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Top Opta Facts 


MELBOURNE, 


HEART 


Melbourne Heart have recorded just 
one win in five league games against 
Newcastle Jets (D1 L3). 


Newcastle Jets have failed to win in 
their last three visits to Melbourne 
Heart (D1 L2). 


Adam Taggart (Newcastle Jets) 
bagged a hat-trick in the last league 
meeting between these sides. 


Melbourne Heart have gone three 
A-League matches without scoring. 


Melbourne Heart are the only team 
without a win in the A-League this 
season (D5 L9). 


Newcastle Jets have managed to 
record just one win in their last five 
league games (D1 L3). 


There has only been one drawn fix- 
ture in the last nine league meetings 
between these teams. 


Melbourne Heart have had the lowest 
average share of possession this term 
in the A-League (43.7%). 


Perth Glory scored three goals in their 
last six A-League fixtures against 
Brisbane Roar; failing to score in 
three of those games (including 
playoffs). 


Brisbane Roar have lost just one of 
their last five matches away at Perth 
Glory (W3 D1). 


Perth Glory have managed to score 
just one goal over the course of their 
last three home games in the league 
against Brisbane Roar. 


Danny Vukovic (Perth Glory) has 
amassed a total of 60 saves this 
campaign; a league-high. 


Brisbane Roar have conceded just 13 
goals this season in the A-League, 
fewer than any other side. 


Brisbane Roar’s Luke Brattan has 
completed more passes than any 
other player in the A-League this term 
(785). 


Perth Glory have lost only once at 
home this term; no side has lost 
fewer times at home this season 
(W4 D2). 


The visitors have won four successive 
league games away from home and 
have won more matches on the road 
than any other side this term (6). 


Sydney FC have managed just 
two wins in their last 10 A-League 
matches against Central Coast 
Mariners (D3 L5). 


Central Coast Mariners have mus- 
tered only one goal in their last three 
attempts against Sydney FC in the 
A-League. 


Four of the last six goals scored 
by Central Coast Mariners against 
Sydney FC have been recorded by 
Daniel McBreen. 


Sydney FC have only failed to score 
once in their last 14 home games in 
league competition; scoring exactly 
two in each of their last four. 


Trent Sainsbury (Central Coast 
Mariners) has made more headed 
clearances than any other player in 
the A-League this term (63). 


Central Coast Mariners are the only 
side without a clean sheet on the 
road this season. 


Central Coast Mariners have mus- 
tered just one goal over the course of 
their last three league games away 
from home. 


Of all strikers this season to score 
four or more goals, only Besart 
Berisha (31.6%) has a better shot 
conversion rate than Sydney’s Ranko 
Despotovic (30.8%) and Alessandro 
Del Piero (26.3%). 


Adelaide United have lost three 
successive league games to Western 
Sydney Wanderers. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
scored 12 goals in their last three 
matches against Adelaide United; an 
average of four goals per game. 


Tomic Juric bagged a brace against 
Adelaide United for Western Sydney 
Wanderers back in November 2013. 


Western Sydney Wanderers have 
hit the woodwork more times than 
any other side this season in the 
A-League (11). 


Nikolai Topor-Stanley (Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers) has won more aerial 
duels than any other player this term 
in league competition (47). 


Adelaide United are currently 
unbeaten in five A-League matches 
(W3 D2). 


Western Sydney Wanderers have one 
win in five on the road in the league 
(D2 L2). 


The visitors have struck the most 
shots in the A-League this season 
(including blocked, 226). 
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Wellington Phoenix have claimed just 
one win in their last five home league 
games against Melbourne Victory 

(D2 L2). 


Melbourne Victory have won seven 
successive league games against 
Wellington Phoenix. 


James Troisi (Melbourne Victory) 
registered a brace in the last meeting 
between these sides. 


Wellington Phoenix have recorded 
90 shots off target this season; only 
Melbourne Heart have fired more off 
target (97). 


A-League | Round 15 
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Round 15 


Wellington Phoenix's Stijn Huysegems 
has been involved in six goals in his 
last seven league games, scoring six 
and assisting once. 


Melbourne Victory are unbeaten in 
their last three league games away 
from home (W1 D2). 


Wellington Phoenix have recorded 
just four goals in their last six league 
games at home. 


No striker has claimed more assists 
than Melbourne Victory’s Kosta 
Barbarouses this season in the A- 
League (3). 


Top of the Pops 


Passing (Excl.Crosses) 


Accuracy Passes 
1 Mariners 83.0% 6827 
2 Brisbane Roar 82.6% 7729 
3 Melb Victory 82.4% 7334 
4 Adelaide Utd 81.7% 6772 
5SydneyFC 79.4% 5740 
6Wanderers 78.1% 5871 
7 Perth Glory 77.3% 5189 
8 Phoenix 76.9% 5886 
9Melb Heart 75.9% 5046 
10 Newcastle 75.0% 4888 


16 Massimo Murdocca 
17 Manny Muscat (Phoenix) 361 
18 Marcelo Carrusca (Adelaide) 360 
19 Albert Riera (Phoenix) 353 
20 Ruben Zadkovich (Jets) 346 


Passes 

1 Thomas Broich (Roar) 657 
2 Luke Brattan (Roar) 563 
3 James Troisi (Victory) 548 
4 Vince Lia (Phoenix) 532 
5 Matt McKay (Roar) 514 
6 Carlos Hernandez (Phoenix) 469 
7 Aaron Mooy (Wanderers 446 
8 Isaias (Adelaide) 446 
9 Ivan Franjic (Roar) 438 
10 Mark Milligan (Victory) 434 
11 Adama Traore (Victory) 432 
12 Leigh Broxham (Victory) 431 
13 Mitch Nichols (Victory) 425 
14 Ali Abbas (Sydney FC) 391 
15 Marcos Flores (Mariners) 369 


(Heart) 365 


GET READY FOR PRE-SEASON! 


Adidas 


Copa Mondial 


$220 


Victory 


Vapor 


$120 


Nike Mercurial 


Nike Mercurial 


Reusch keeper gloves 


Shop 4/11 Lonsdale St. Dandenong (03) 9794 5860 
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PoL’s Football Funnies 


Boo’s 
World 


I’ve seen some non-event media 
beat-ups in my time, but the “de- 
bate” started by Andy Harper 
after the Newcastle Jets v Mel- 
bourne Victory game takes the 
cake. Using the absence of play- 
ers representing Australia at the 
Asian Football Confederation Un- 
der 22 Championships in Oman 
as the reason for a game low on 
quality, he demanded that the A- 
League had be put first. It wasn’t 
the first rubbish game this season, 
and I don’t recall the others co- 
inciding with any Youth Tourna- 
ments so perhaps he needs to look 
elsewhere for excuses. 

It has been brought on by disap- 
pointing circumstances, namely se- 
rious injury, but I’m sure many are 
enjoying the extended work of Paul 
Ifill on Twitter. His genuine hon- 
esty in imparting his views stands 
out like a beacon in a world full of 
brand building/pushing and product 
pimping. 

Joel Griffiths is back in the A- 
League, time for all the assistant 
referees to start wearing cricketer’s 
boxes again. Even Sarah Ho, be- 
cause like Ron Burgundy he may 
be prepared to give a punch to the 
ovaries. 

Adelaide United are still unbeat- 
en since Yoursonisashitkeepergate. 


Now the weather is the main heat 
Joesp Gombau has to deal with, and 
it is a challenge because at times 
that head looks like it is ready to 
explode. 

Tom Rogic looks set to get a bit 
more game time after being loaned 
by Celtic to Graham Arnold’s Japa- 
nese side Vegeta Sensai. This may 
help his stocks rise before the World 
Cup. 

Where in the National Compe- 
titions Review and in the new Na- 
tional Curriculum did it say what 
we needed was foreign teams in our 
State Leagues? There are people 
who still don’t accept why we have 
a Kiwi team in the A-League, but in 
the second tier how does it come to 
pass that there will be a Malaysian 
side in the Queensland NPL? 

Maybe Robbie Slater can ask that 
question in the mainstream media, 
given he has spoken out against 
imports in the A-League? Maybe 
Shinji Ono got wind of the anti- 
import sentiment, bringing about his 
return home to Japan at the end of 
this season. 

More bad news for Melbourne 
Heart, the Sydney Thunder just won 
a game in cricket’s Big Bash League. 
That leaves them as the only team in 
the major Aussie sporting leagues 
without a win in their most recent/ 
current season. 

I wonder if Frank Farina has 
learned that if Alessandro Del Piero 
doesn’t want to come off, he better 
not take him off? If he keeps that 
up, he may soon find himself feel- 
ing Crook. 


Greasy does it. If looks could kill. Alessandro Del Piero gives 
Frank Farina a ‘Not Happy Jan’ type of stare. 


fe VY) SR (a 


Olyroos top group after 1-0 win over Iran 


The Olyroos have claimed top 
spot of Group C and a quarter 
finals berth at the AFC U-22 
Championship following a 1-0 
victory over I.R. Iran at Royal 
Police Stadium in Muscat. 

The only goal of the match came 
from Peter Skapetis who latched 
on to a loose ball in the 56th min- 
ute and fired home after Iranian 
goalkeeper Ali Reza Beiranvand 
could only parry defender Curtis 
Good’s header from a corner. 

Olyroos Head Coach Aurelio 
Vidmar made a large number of 
changes to the starting line-up 
from the team that defeated Ku- 
wait on Sunday, to give all players 
some international tournament 
experience. 

When Curtis Good returned to the 
field midway through the second 
half with a heavily bandaged fore- 
head, it was then that the Olyroos 
took the lead. 

Awarded a free-kick in a central 
area in the 55th minute, Hoole 
skimmed a low shot off that 
was pushed wide by the Iranian 
custodian. 

From the resulting corner, Good 
connected with a header that Bei- 
ranvand could only parry as far as 
the waiting Skapetis, who hooked 
the ball into an empty net. 

In a bid to seek an equaliser, 
Iran brought on strikers Arsalan 
Motahhari and Seyed Miri and it 
was the former who had his side’s 
best chance with a low shot into 
the arms of a sprawling Lennox 
following good work from Rezaei 
. The Olyroos dominated pos- 
session for the remainder of the 
second half, although Motahhari 
had time for another effort at the 
death but this time his shot from 
the edge of the penalty area went 
wide of Lennox’s right-hand post. 

With a lengthy seven minutes 
of time added on due to Good’s 
extended treatment, Stefan Mauk 
could have put the game to bed, 
but a good save from Beiranvand 
prevented the second half substi- 
tute from doubling the advantage. 

Vidmar was very satisfied with 
the efforts of his team post-match. 

“We knew it would be a hard and 


physical game but I’m happy with 
the performance of my players” 
said Vidmar. 

“We need to get a bit more 
composure, especially through 
the midfield, as the game got very 
stretched at times. But overall, I’m 
very pleased.” 

“Every team has the same amount 
of players, our philosophy is to 
give everyone an opportunity. 

“We wanted everyone to each get 
a full game, and we’ve achieved 
that so far. 

“There’s no first team or second 
team, I’m just trying to build one 
team,” concluded Vidmar. 

In the other group C match Japan 
and Kuwait played out a 0-0 draw 
which confirmed the Olyroos posi- 
tion at the top of the group. 

The Olyroos will play their final 
Group C match against Japan on 
Thursday evening and will meet 
the runner-up of Group D in the 
Quarter-Finals on Sunday evening. 


Match Details 
LR. Iran 0 
Olyroos 1 Peter Skapetis 56’) 


Tuesday 14 January 2014 
Royal Oman Police Stadium, 
Muscat, OMAN 

Referee: KIM JONG HYEOK 
(KOREA REPUBLIC) 
Crowd: 250 


Olyroos Line-Up: |.Aaron 
Lennox (Gk), 3.Curtis Good (C), 
4.Connor Chapman, 6.Joshua 
Brillante, 8.Ryan Edwards (17. 
Jake Barker-Daish 80’), 10.Adam 
Taggart (7.Stefan Ingo Mauk 86’), 
11.Connor Pain, 13.Scott Gal- 
loway, 16.Reece Caira, 21.Andrew 
Hoole, 23.Peter Skapetis (9.Dylan 
Tombides 90’) 


Unused Substitutes: 5.Corey 
Brown, 12.Jack Duncan (Gk), 
14.Nicholas Ansell, 15.David 
Vrankovic, 18.John Hall (Gk), 
19.Hagi Gligor, 20.Christopher 
Ikonomidis, 22.Ryan Kitto 
Yellow Cards: Connor Chapman 
23’, Curtis Good 49’ 


Portuguese legend Cristiano 
Ronaldo won his second Ballon 
d’or tile this week when he was 
voted ahead of Lionel Messi as the 
greatest player on the planet. The 
Real Madrid forward has made 

it plainly obvious in recent years 
that would like nothing more than 
to topple little Messi as the best 
of the best and even shed a tear 
when he was presented with the 
famous trophy. However, the great 
man feels kept all of his praise for 
one of his former Manchester Utd 
teammates. 


SCHO 
OLES 


Cristiano Ronaldo on Paul 
Scholes: 


“When we were in training, I used 
to do a lot of tricks which hardly 
any other players at the club could 
do. Once I was showing my skills 
to Scholesy and when I finished 
he took a ball and pointed towards 
a tree which was about 50m away 
from where we were standing and 
said ‘T’ll hit that in one shot. He 
clipped the ball and hit the tree 

in one go. He asked me to do the 
same, I tried about 10 times but 
got nowhere near. Scholesy just 
smiled and left.” 


The snub is likely to fire Messi in 
to action after missing a number 
of games this season with injury. 
There are no doubts that his new 
strike partner will be there by his 
side as Barcelona look to regain 
the UEFA Champions League 
trophy later in the year. 


Se | 
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We all know that football crosses 
many barriers, creates friends and 
ever lasting memories of passion 
fight and upsets, but could support- 
ing Aston Villa be the main reason 
behind Ozzy Osbourne’s current 
questionable state. 


I have been very harsh on Man- 
chester Utd manager David Moyes 
in recent weeks, but I couldn’t help 
but agree with this recent tweet. 


i= 


Mike Watson(@mike_9879 
Protected Tweets 

10 Jan 

Man Utd players raise concerns 

re Moyes ability? They should 
raise concerns about their own shit 
performances. They’re the ones on 
the field 


TWEETS OF THE WEEK 


Compiled by Roy Skillen 


In the A-League Kevin Muscat 
chalked up the best win of his 
short managerial career overcom- 
ing Western Sydney 3-1. The win 
was made even more impressive 
given the fact that his Melbourne 
Victory side was missing seven 
more senior squad members. Do 
you recon Musky enjoyed it? 


That smile could grow even 
bigger if his number one January 
transfer target makes the move to 
Aami Park. 


MVFCNEWS @MVFCNEWS 
6h 

“(@ Gatty54: The information I 
have is that Melbourne Victory 
is looking to sign Tom Rogic.” 
#aleague #mvfc #CelticFC 


This week also saw Socceroo leg- 
end Brett Ermerton bring an end to 
his career, although not everybody 
will be sad to see him go. 


BG™ \@gligs10 

6h 

Brett Emerton’s time at Sydney 
FC has been absolutely shit. He 
stole money from fans while being 
injured a great deal. 


Although this next tweet is how 
most of the country feel about the 
midfielder. 


Chris Tanner\(@ChrisTannerZSEM 
3h 

congrats to Brett Emerton on great 
career and a fine contribution to 
Oz Sokkah (you are forgiven for 
the last 18 months) #is_ucas- 
watching ? 


Now some advice for a certain ten- 
nis star who seemed to bail from 
the Australian Open as soon as the 
going gets tough. 


Sam Kekovich\(@SamKekovich 
lh 

Surely if our sporting icons spent 
less time being toolies and more 
time chomping chops, they’d 

be in far better physical shape 
#GenLamb. 


Well said. 
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By Pablo Bateson 


We continue with analysis 
for each group and every 
team participating at this 
year’s tournament. 
Coffee Growers) 
Best finish: 


Round of 16 1990 

Qualified: 5 times 

Most capped player: Carlos Valder- 
rama (111 games) 

All-time top goal scorer: Arnoldo 
Iguaran (25 goals from 68 caps) 
FIFA ranking: 4 


Confederation: 
CONMEBOL 
Nickname: Los 
Cafeteros (The 


There is no doubt that Colombia 
over the past few years has once 
again become a potent force in 
world football, well reflected in 
their recent highest ever FIFA 
ranking (3) in July-August. A long 
standing tradition for the national 
team coach to be a Colombian was 
dropped, and since January 2012 
Argentine legend Jose Perkerman 
has been steering “Los Cafeteros”. 
That subsequent period was char- 
acterised by wonderfully fluent 
football and the best defensive 
record in the CONMEBOL quali- 
fying group. 
Colombia followed up World 
Cup qualification for first time 
since France 98 with a 2-0 win in 
Brussels over Belgium and then a 
scoreless draw against the Dutch 
in Amsterdam. 
Although they have strengths right 
across the park, it is AS Monaco’s 
Radamel Falcao (20 goals from 
50 appearances) that probably 
inspires and excites the most. 
Preferred strike partner could well 
be Teofilo Gutierrez (11 goals and 
27 caps) from River Plate. 
In midfield, creativity and bril- 
liance includes 22 year old James 
Rodriguez (3 goals from 20 
games) also from Monaco and a 
graduate from Colombia’s highly 
successful national youth teams 
system. 
The defensive stability and leader- 
ship comes from the evergreen 
Mario Yepes (from Atalanta in 
the Serie A) who still retains the 
captaincy at age 38 with 94 caps 
and 6 goals, including a brace in 
the final qualification game away 
to Paraguay. 
Colombia should be well placed 
to adapt and flourish in the chal- 
lenging conditions of crowd atmo- 
sphere, climate and cultural envi- 
ronment of Brasil 2014. They will 
with great confidence be aiming to 
exceed all previous performances 
at WC finals and could well be a 
team to upset the big guns deep 
into the knock out stages. 

or Piratiko (The 


zy 
EE 
Pirate Ship) 


Best finish: not beyond Group Stage 
Qualified: 3 times 


Confederation: 
UEFA 
Nicknames: 
Ethniki (National) 


ALL 
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EVERYTHING ABOUT GREEK SOCCER 


Your comments and feedback welcome via Twitter @PabloFootball 


Four Contin 


Radamel Falcao (Colombia) 


, A, ™~ 


Yaya Toure (Cote d’lvoire) 


Most capped player: 

Giorgos Karagounis (131 times) 
All-time top goalscorer: 

Nikos Anastopoulos (29 goals in 75 
games) 

FIFA ranking: 12 


Despite a shock (to most) title win 
at the 2004 Euro, Greece has since 
struggled to build real momen- 
tum at the international level and 
at South Africa 2010 produced 
mostly underwhelming perfor- 
mances to exit early. 

Although finishing level on points 
with Bosnia-Herzegovina in their 
qualifying group, they had to go 
through the play offs after scor- 
ing only 12 goals in 10 games. 
Finally, the team awoke to find 
some scoring form to convincingly 
overcome Romania over two legs 
4-2. 

Of the likely squad, key players 
include 36 year old midfield gen- 
eral and captain, Giorgos Karagou- 
nis (at Fulham in the EPL), with an 
incredible 131 caps and 10 goals. 
Up front is Olympiacos’ Kostas 
Mitroglou (9 goals from 28 ap- 
pearances) and who scored three 
of the four goals in the play offs 
in November. Also, there will be 
high hopes that the recent resurrec- 
tion of an international career for 
striker Theofanis Gekas (69 caps 
and 24 goals) continues through to 
and at the tournament in June. 
Vasilis Torosidis (from Roma 
in the Serie A) with 63 interna- 
tional appearances and 8 goals 
provides versatility, while Sokratis 


THE ...RISKY MISSIONS” 
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Papastathopoulos (46 caps) from 
Borussia Dortmund is a central 
defensive anchor. 

Unlike their rivals, Greece could 
be challenged greatly by condi- 
tions in Brasil. Their progression 
or otherwise will be largely depen- 
dent upon their ability to produce 
and convert a lot more goal scor- 
ing opportunities than has been the 
overall pattern for many years. 


Confederation: 
CAF 
Nickname: Les 
Elephants 
Qualified: 3 times 
Best ever finish: 
not beyond Group Stage 
Most capped player: 
Didier Zakora (118 games with 1 
goal) 
All-time top goal scorer: 
Didier Drogba (62 goals from 98 
games) 
FIFA ranking: 17 


The rise of African football was 
predicted by many to be reflected 
at the 2010 finals, and yet once 
again this promise was not realised 
including disappointing perfor- 
mances by “Les Elephants”. 

Head coach Sabri Lamouchi of 
Tunisian heritage, who narrowly 
missed out as a player to be a part 
of the victorious French national 
squad in 1998, successfully guided 
Cote d’Ivoire through a potentially 
tricky qualification pathway for 
Brasil 2014. They finished off the 


LIVE AND EXCLUSIVE ON ANTENNA PACIFIC! 


Greece (Kostas Mitroglou) 


job with a comfortable 4-2 aggre- 
gate win over Senegal in the CAF 
final stage play offs. 

Captain and star striker Didier 
Drogba (62 goals from 98 ap- 
pearances) from Galatasaray and 
Salomon Kalou of Lille (Ligue 1 
in France) with 23 goals and 63 
caps provide world class attacking 
prowess. 

The midfield creativity is driven 
by Manchester City’s Yaya Toure 
(16 goals from 82 games), and in 
defence a key influence is his elder 
brother Kolo Toure (5 goals from 
106 caps) who plays in the EPL 
for Liverpool. It seems unclear 
whether or not the highest ever 
capped player, Didier Zokora of 
Trabzonspor in Turkey, will retain 
a starting spot at the back. 

Cote d’Ivoire should be suited by 
the conditions in Brasil. However, 
it is essential they perform at their 
highest level in the opening game 
against Japan as a loss could well 
spell doom for realistic hopes to 
progress out of the group. 


\\ Confederation: 
AFC 

Nickname: Samu- 
rai Blue 

Qualified: 5 times 
Best finish: Round 
of 16 in 2002, 2010 

Most capped player: 

Jasuhito Endo (140 times with 12 
goals) 

All-time top goal scorer: 

Kunishige Kamamoto (80 goals in 84 
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games) 
FIFA ranking: 48 


Do not be fooled by their current 
position in FIFA’s flawed ranking 
system, Japan is steadily becoming 
a serious force in world football. 
They comfortable topped the AFC 
qualifying group and although 
losing all three group games at the 
2013 Confederations Cup in Brasil 
the “Blue Samurai” produced 
some exciting football against top 
quality opponents. 

Despite much criticism from the 
Nippon media about the approach 
being taken by Italian Alberto 
Zaccheroni, they bounced back to 
form in November with a 2-2 draw 
with the Netherlands and a fine 3-2 
victory over Belgium in Brussels. 

Key players include creative and 
attacking midfielder Keisuke Hon- 
da (52 caps and 20 goals) of Milan 
alongside the likes of Manchester 
United’s Shinji Kagawa (16 goals 
from 53 appearances). Gamba 
Osaka’s ever reliable Yasuhito 
Endo, an astonishing 140 national 
team caps veteran, will also be on 
hand as a holding midfielder if and 
when required. 

Up front there’s star striker quality 
in Shinji Okazaki (36 goals from 
72 appearances) who now plays in 
the Bundesliga for Mainz. 
Defensive reliability includes 
the highly versatile wing back 
Yuto Nagatomo (63 caps and 
three goals), a regular first choice 
player for Inter Milan. Also, in Eiji 
Kawashima (53 caps) of Standard 
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Colombia (2?) 
Greece 2014 
Cote d’lvoire 
Japan A \S 
FIFA WORLD CUP 


Grasil 


Colombia vs Greece 
14 June in Belo Horizonte 


Cote d’lvoire vs Japan 
14 June in Recife 


Colombia vs Cote d’Ilvoire 
19 June in Brasilia 


Japan vs Greece 
719 June in Natal 


Japan vs Colombia 
24 June in Cuiaba 


Greece vs Cote d’Ivoire 
24 June in Fortaleza 


Colombia will be strongly favoured 
to top the group, and have avoided 
venue cities with more challenging 
climatic conditions. This could well 
set them up to seriously test some 
of the most favoured football nations 
in the latter stages. 


Securing second place looks most 
likely to be between Japan and Cote 
d'Ivoire. The West Africans may revel 
in the conditions, however Japan will 
have benefitted greatly from partici- 
pation at last year’s Confederations 
Cup and have a much better record 
at World Cup finals tournaments 
than their main rival. 


Greece may struggle unless they 
can secure at least a point in their 
opening game, and then hope to 
prevail in tropical and humid condi- 
tions of the north for their final two 
matches. 


1. Colombia 

2. Japan 

3. Cote d’lvoire 
4. Greece 


Liege in Belgium, they have one 
of the best goal keepers from Asia. 
If Japan ‘hit the ground running’ 
and prevail in their first tricky 
game with Cote d’Ivoire then 
expect them to not look back and 
surge to qualification. They will 
not be greatly disadvantaged by 
conditions in Brasil, even though 
all three games are in the humid 
tropical zone. 


Next week in GW: 
Group D in detail 


BARCLAYS 


Andrew Bishara 


Liverpool in 
title race? 


For months Brendan Rodgers 
has denied it. He constantly said 
that his side was aiming for a 
berth in next season’s Champi- 
ons League. A top four finish was 
the priority. 

Finally after Liverpool’s exciting 
5-3 win over Stoke City, Rodgers 
changed his tune. The win had seen 
the Reds jump to fourth on the ta- 
ble, six points behind table-topping 
Arsenal. 

When asked if his side was in con- 
tention for title, Rodgers responded 
in kind, saying that Liverpool is 
part of the conversation. 

“Yeah, absolutely,” said Rodgers. 

“We entered into the game today, 
18 games to go, nine at home, nine 
away, knowing seven of those nine 
away were against teams in the bot- 
tom half. 

“That doesn’t mean they are 
gimmes by any means ~ it is a very 
tough league — but certainly we 
have shown enough that we are go- 
ing to be challenging and that is all 
we ever wanted to be. 

“We never stated we are going to 
win the league, to jump from where 
we have been at, we just needed to 
be in the conversation.” 

The win over Stoke, highlighted 
the side’s positive attitude, and will 
to win, a feat that Captain Steven 
Gerrard says was the manager’s 
doing. 

“The manager asked us at half- 


Brendan Rodgers has made an early start with the mind games for this 


year’s title race. 


ENGLAND EPL 


P W DHL F A GD Pts 


1 Arsenal Pl ee SEN) 
2Manchester City 21 15 2 4 59 23 
3 Chelsea 21144 3 40 19 
4 Liverpool Pi) ie) ch fk] 
5 Everton 2118 2 34 «19 
6 Tottenham Hotspur 21 12 4 5 26 25 
7 Manchester United 21 11 4 6 35 24 
8 Newcastle United 21 10 3 8 29 27 
9 Southampton Alt @ i eh PB 
10 Hull City Aw WW 2 By 
11 Aston Villa Ae B WO 2 By 
12 Stoke City yw i BB ae 
13SwanseaCity 215 6 10 26 30 
14WestBromwich...21 4 9 8 23 28 
15 Norwich City Ale tl a oy 
16 Fulham 216 1 14 22 46 
17WestHam United 21 4 6 11 21 30 
18 Cardiff City Py ee las 
19 Sunderland ls ie 2S 34 
20CrystalPalaee 215 2 14 13 31 
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Latest Results Next Match 


Hull City 0 - 2 Chelsea Sunderland v Southampton 
Lastégames = Cardiff City 0- 2 West Ham Arsenal v Fulham 
Most recent first : ie : 

422 48 WWWWD Everton 2 - 0 Norwich City Crystal Palace v Stoke City 
+36 47 WWWWW Fulham 1 - 4 Sunderland Man City v Cardiff City 
+21 46 WWWWD Southampton 1-0 WBA Nomich City v Hull City 
ie if He rede Tottenham 2-0 Crystal Palace © WestHam v Newcastle 
+4. 40 WWWDW Man Utd 2 - 0 Swansea City Liverpool v Aston Villa 
+1137: WLWWW Newcastle 0 - 2 Man City Swansea City v Tottenham 
iz A Be iy Stoke City 3 - 5 Liverpool Chelsea v Man Utd 
+ L 
3 oS ULL Aston Villa 1 - 2 Arsenal WBA v Everton 
7 23 LWDLL 
13 22 LDLLW . 
4 21 LLDLL One To Watch This Weekend... 
5 21 LWDDD 
-18 20 LDLLD After a marvelous first season with the club, 
24 19 LWLWL Swansea boss Michael Laudrup’s side is nearing 
a i My nae a relegation battle. Can his side get out its slump 
45 17 WLDWD when it hosts a rejuvenated Tottenham? 
18 17 LDLWL 


time whether we had the character 
and bottle to win the game and we 
went on from there.” 

Despite taking an early 2-0 lead 
thanks to an own goal by Ryan 
Shawcross and goal boot leader 
Luis Suarez, the Potters manage 
to tight the scores up before half 
time. 

But the Reds overran the Potters 
in the second period, with Suarez, 
Daniel Sturridge and a controver- 
sial Steven Gerrard penalty cancel- 
ling out Jonathan Walters strike. 

Rodgers can be optimistic of his 
side pushing above its weight. The 
Irishman has the league’s best play- 
er, in Suarez on his books, as well 
as host of other players who have 
performed admirably this season. 

This includes the likes of Jordan 

Henderson, Simon Mignolet and 
Sturridge, who has chipped in with 
key goals to lift the burden on Su- 
arez. 
At the same time, Gerrard is slowly 
getting back to fitness, as well as 
peak form, after being deployed in 
new midfield role. 

Known for his box-to-box role over 
the years at Liverpool, Gerrard has 
struggled to adapt to Rodgers’ new 


style, and during his absence, his . 


presence was hardly missed com- | 
' squads; players had to get to used 


pared to previous years. 


But Gerrard was key in the win : 
over Stoke, by playing in a much : 
deeper role; in front of the back : 


front, or as Rodgers called it “a : 
» at stake when Chelsea welcomes 


controlling role”. 


“T just feel that position is perfect : 


for him,” Rodgers said, who has _ Bridge on Sunday night. 


speaking to Gerrard about the new : 
» thick of the title race, two points 


position for months now. 


“He’s got the personality to play it. : 
When you play in that controlling | 
role, you need someone who can : 
: having winnable games against 


“He gives us great variety with : Cardiff City and Fulham respec- 


his passing, you saw a couple of : 
times from deep where he opened : ; : ‘ 
the game up for us with his vision | ingly becoming the tightest title 
: race in recent memory. 


get on the ball. 


and quality. 


“And I also thought he showed | 
great leadership as well, he was | boss David Moyes, this is what 
sliding across, blocking lines of | 
pass, he was dropping in, he was : 
: ils have become consistent at being 
: inconsistent. 


making headers.” 


dull 0-0 at Old Trafford. 


as a surprise. Both teams had new 
managers still getting used their 


new styles and tactics, and both 
were happy with the result, consid- 
ering it was early days. 

This time though, there is plenty 
Manchester United to Stamford 
Jose Mourinho’s men are in the 
behind league leaders Arsenal and 


one behind Manchester City. 
With both City and the Gunners 


tively, Chelsea will not want to 
drop the points, in what is increas- 


As the Manchester United and new 
many had not expected when the 


Scotsman took over. The Red Dev- 


Five straight wins in December 


.. : ignited debate that United still had 
When these two teams met in : g : 
, : hope for a trophy. But it all came 
round three, it turned out to bea | : P 

: crashing down with losses at Tot- 


» tenham in the league, Swansea in 
The result should not have come | 6 


the FA Cup and Sunderland in the 
League Cup. 

As for Chelsea, as many pundits 
predicted, the Blues are starting to 
become the watertight, machine- 
like Chelsea of old, with the play- 
ers accepting Mourinho’s tactics. 
The Blues have won five games in 
all competitions, but more impor- 
tantly have kept four clean sheets 
in that time; six if you count Chel- 
sea’s last defeat against Stoke City, 
eight matches ago. 

The defensive solitude comes as 
no surprise considering Mourin- 
ho’s taste for playing a counter- 
attacking game. 

However, it was worth noting that 
the Portuguese tried to make his 
side play a move expansive game, 
before ultimately deciding that it 
needed to be more defensive if it 
wants to win the title. 

Mourinho though has squashed 
speculation that Chelsea will be 
buying a striker in the January win- 
dow, despite the poor form of his 
strikers, Demba Ba, Fernando Tor- 
res and Samuel Eto’o. 

“In the summer, normally a club 
like Chelsea is always trying to im- 
prove and get new players but he 


[Torres] knows that we like him 
and support him and he knows 
there is no problem. 

“Everyone needs strikers to score 
goals; the strikers are the goalscor- 
ers. 

“Tf you have players in other posi- 
tions who can score an important 
number of goals - better. If you 
have a Frank Lampard - better. If 
you have Eden Hazard - better. But 
the strikers are the ones that nor- 
mally score the goals.” 

Mourinho will be happy with club 
reportedly signing Nemanja Matic 
from Benfica, after the Serbian left 
the club three years ago. 

Moyes is also facing trouble with 
his defense with the backline con- 
stantly conceding soft goals and the 
lack of a midfield presence. 

The former Everton boss was 
spotted in Italy to watch Juventus 
versus Cagliari, with rumours he 
is after star midfielders Claudio 
Marchisio or Arturo Vidal. 

But the United boss played down 
the trip to Italy, saying he was on 
“vacation” with “no special obser- 
vations and no market operations”. 


Follow Andrew on Twitter 
@_andrewbishara 


The 
London 


In five months time England 
will kick-off their 2014 World 
Cup campaign against Italy in 
Manaus, Brazil. 

Despite just under half-a-year re- 
maining until Roy Hodgson has 
to pick his first eleven, the specu- 
lation and rumours have already 
begun over who will start the first 
group game and carry the weight of 
a nation on their shoulders. 

One man who would have been a 
guaranteed starter on June 14th is 
Theo Walcott. But after suffering 
an anterior cruciate knee ligament 
injury against Tottenham Hotspur, 
the Arsenal winger has been ruled 
out for six months and will almost 
certainly miss the World Cup bar- 
ing a minor miracle. 

It was devastating news for the 
wide-man who would have been 
one of the key stars for Hodgson. 
His goal threat, pace, and direct ap- 
proach forces opposing defenders 
deep, allowing him, along with the 
likes of Jack Wilshere, Steven Ger- 
rard and Wayne Rooney, the space 
to create chances and get on the 
ball in-between the defensive and 
midfield lines. 

Although Walcott’s loss is a mas- 
sive one, and one that makes Eng- 
land undoubtedly weaker, it gener- 
ates an opportunity for someone 
to step into the position he has left 
vacant. 

The man at the top of the list to 
replace him is Andros Townsend. 
The Spurs midfielder started this 
season strongly, which saw him 
rewarded with his first interna- 
tional call up. Once in the squad, 
Townsend grabbed his chance with 
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England’s massive injury blow 


Theo Walcott goes off injured after 
Arsenal’s 2-0 win over Spurs in the 
FA Cup recently , and is now set to 


miss the World Cup in Brasil.. 


both hands and impressed hugely. 
His caviler style and confidence in 
his own ability was a breath of fresh 
air that inspired England’s qualifi- 
cation bid and his importance in the 
final push towards the World Cup 
cannot be underestimated. 

If Walcott had been fit then 
Townsend was still likely to be on 
the plane as his understudy but now 
he is the favourite to be given the 
right wing starting position. 

One man who will be looking to 
capitalise on Walcott’s misfortune 
is Townsend’s Spurs teammate 
Aaron Lennon. The winger has al- 
most returned to his best under Tim 
Sherwood and has rediscovered the 
form he showed under Harry Red- 
knapp two seasons ago. The former 
Leeds United man has outstanding 


acceleration and pace, that initially 
forces defenders to drop deep, but 
he largely likes to take the ball to 
feet — rather than bursting in behind 
— which would cramp the space for 
Rooney and Wilshere to create 
chances in dangerous areas. 

Another player who will be in 
contention is Alex Oxlade-Cham- 
berlain. Having just returned from 
injury the youngster has an oppor- 
tunity to get more minutes than he 
may have done if Walcott had been 
fit, both at club and national level. 
Oxlade-Chamberlain is perhaps 
the technically gifted of the poten- 
tial replacements for his Arsenal 
teammate but with the plethora of 
forward players Arsene Wegner 
has at his disposal he may find his 
chances limited. 


. 
y 


At this moment the two most like- 
ly candidates for the position are 
James Milner and Raheem Sterling. 
The former is almost guaranteed to 
make the trip to Brazil due to his 
attitude, versatility and work-rate 
with the only question of whether 
he will go as cover for the left or 
right wing. 

Sterling on the other hand faces a 
tough battle to take a place at the 
World Cup. The Liverpool young- 
ster has shown why he is rated so 
highly by Brendan Rodgers over 
the Christmas period and has 
combined his natural assets with 
a touch and guile that would help 
him link up well with the other cre- 
ative English players. But for Ster- 
ling it is all about game time before 
the summer’s tournament and with 


Liverpool, like Arsenal, well en- 
dowed in the attacking third, it may 
be tough for him to get the action 
he needs. 

Behind Townsend, Lennon, Ox- 
lade-Chamberlain, Milner and 
Sterling are four other candidates 
who, if they can have a strong fin- 
ish to the season, could jump the 
queue and make the Heathrow de- 
parture lounge. 

One of those players is Adam 
Johnson, whose career stagnated 
after a spell at Manchester City, 
despite previously looking like an 
England regular in the making. 
Now his career is back on track, 
and after a recent hat-trick against 
Fulham, he could still stake a claim 
for a seat on the plane as he can go 
past a defender on either side and 


has a strong eye for goal. 

Further back from the Sunderland 
man is Ashley Young and Wilfried 
Zaha. If they’re to stand any chance 
they will either have to play more 
frequently for Manchester United, 
or in the latter’s case seal a tempo- 
rary move on loan, as appearances 
have been few and far between so 
far. Both have dynamism and trick- 
ery in a one on one situation yet — 
if neither secures a transfer — they 
will be playing for a side currently 
struggling for attacking confidence 
and that could significantly harm 
their chances. 

Perhaps the man with the most 
distant shot of going to Brazil is 
Thomas Ince. Currently apply- 
ing his trade for Blackpool in the 
Championship the winger will have 
to move to the Premier League in 
the January transfer window if he 
is to have any hope of getting his 
first England cap. But with talks of 
a transfer to Swansea City gather- 
ing momentum, that could become 
a reality in the near future. From 
there it will be a case of making 
a big impression, and quickly, but 
the former Liverpool trainee has 
the potential to do so and is an out- 
side bet to be named by Hodgson 
in his final squad, but only if he is 
playing in the top flight of English 
football. 

With a number of players requir- 
ing transfers and others needing 
significant game time it is hard to 
predict who will take the final right 
midfield berth at the World Cup, es- 
pecially considering the number of 
options there are. 

But despite Hodgson having a vast 
pool to select from the reality is the 
one man he would love to pick is 
sadly no longer in contention. 
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21 Soccer Sideshow 


SATURDAY 18TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Leeds v Leicester 11:10pm LIVE 


SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Derby v Brighton 2:00am LIVE 


MONDAY 20TH JANUARY 
Sky Bet Championship Round 27 
Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st Airing 


TUESDAY 21ST JANUARY 
Scottish League One Round 21 
Forfar v Rangers 6:40am LIVE 
Scottish Premiership Round 23 
Highlights Show 7:30pm 1st 
Airing 


WEDNESDAY 22ND JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


THURSDAY 23RD JANUARY 
Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg TBC v TBC 6:40am LIVE 


FRIDAY 24TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 

Capital One Cup Semi-Final 2nd 
Leg Highlights Show 9:50pm 1st 
Airing 


SATURDAY 25TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Monchengla- 
dbach v Bayern Munich 6:25am 
LIVE 

Copa Libertadores Preview 
Show 12:10pm 1st Airing 


SUNDAY 26TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Dortmund v 
Augsburg 1:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 18 Frankfurt v 
Hertha Berlin 4:25am LIVE 
Bundesliga Round 18 Freiburg v 
Leverkusen 6:30am 1st Airing 
Scottish Premiership Round 24 
Hibernian v Celtic 11:40pm LIVE 


MONDAY 27TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 18 Hamburg v 
Schalke 3:25am LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 18 Werder 
Bremen v Braunschweig 5:30am 
1st Airing 

Bundesliga Round 18 Highlights 
Show 7:00pm ist Airing 


TUESDAY 28TH JANUARY 

Sky Bet League One Round 28 TBC 
v TBC 6:40am LIVE 

Scottish Premiership Round 24 
Dundee United v St Johnstone 
6:40am LIVE 


WEDNESDAY 29TH JANUARY 
Scottish Premiership Round 24 
Highlights Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


THURSDAY 30TH JANUARY 
Bundesliga Round 17 Stuttgart v 
Bayern Munich 5:55am LIVE 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 
1st Leg Deportivo Quito v Bota- 
fogo 10:50am LIVE 


FRIDAY 31ST JANUARY 

Sky Bet Championship Round 29 
Nottm Forest v Watford 6:40am 
LIVE 

Bundesliga Round 19 Preview 
Show 7:00pm 1st Airing 


SATURDAY 1ST FEBRUARY 
Bundesliga Round 19 Braunsch- 
weig v Dortmund 6:25am LIVE 
Copa Libertadores First Stage 
1st Leg Highlights Show 
12:10pm ist Airing 

Sky Bet Championship Round 29 
QPR v Burnley 11:10pm LIVE 


Couch Potato * ALL TIMES ARE AEDT 


ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
All times AEDT 
All games LIVE unless stated 


WEEK 21 
Sat Jan 18 Sunderland v Southampton 
11.35 pm Fox 1 


Sun Jan 19 Arsenal v Fulham 
1.50 am Fox 1 


Sun Jan 19 Crystal Palace v Stoke 
1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Jan 19 Manchester City v Cardiff 
1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Jan 19 Norwich v Hull 
1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Jan 19 West Ham v Newcastle 
1.50 am Viewers Choice 


Sun Jan 19 Liverpool v Aston Villa 
4.20 am Fox 1 


Mon Jan 20 Swansea v Tottenham 
12.25 am Fox 1 


Mon Jan 20 Chelsea v Manchester 
United 
2.45 am Fox 1 

Tue Jan 21 West Brom v Everton 
6.50 am Fox 1 


HYUNDAI A-LEAGUE 
ALL GAMES LIVE ON FOX 1 


Fri Jan 1 Heartv Newcastle 7.30pm 
Fri Jan 17 Perth v Roar 9.45 pm 
Sat Jan 18 Phoenix v Victory 5.30pm 


Sat Jan 18 Sydney v Mariners 7.45 pm 


Sun Jan 19 Adelaide v Wanderers 5pm 


SUNDAY SHOOT OUT 
Every Sunday 7.00pm 


SANTO, SAM & ED’S TOTAL FOOTBALL 
Mondays at 7.30pm on FOX Sports 1 


SPANISH LA LIGA 
Sun Jan 19 — Espanyol v Celta Vigo 
7.55 am Fox 1 


Mon Jan 20 Atletico Madrid v Sevilla 
Fox 1 


6.55 am 


SBS 


SBS ONE 
Evey Friday 
7:30 pm A-League Live 


Every Sunday 
4:30 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


Every Monday 
4:30 pm FIFA Futbol Mundial 
11:00 pm The World Game 


Every Thursday 

8:30 pm Thursday FC 

11:00 pm UEFA Champions League 
Magazine 


SBS TWO 
Every Monday 
8:40 pm A-League Highlights Show 


Every Tuesday 
5:00 pm A-League Highlights Show 
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TV 
Heaven 


Matthew Naqvi 
Ronaldo Picks Up 


Top Gong 


Cristiano Ronaldo won his 
second Ballon D’or for World 
Player of the Year 2013 this week 
and it was deserved. The facts 
speak for themselves. Even I as a 
Barcelona and Messi fan can see 
that Ronaldo had a brilliant year 
and truly deserved his award. 
While Nadine Angerer picked 

up the Ballon D’or for Women’s 
Player of the Year. This is as great 
an endorsement for the W-League 
as possible, knowing that the best 
internationals are playing in our 
local league. The only way is up 
for women’s football and we could 
be amongst the best in the not too 
distant future. 

The game of the week is one of 
the highest calibre games in the 
W-League this Sunday on ABC1 
with third placed Sydney FC 
taking on second placed Brisbane 
Roar. Both teams hold the most 


Championships with two apiece 
and are vying for their third. 
There are plenty of Matildas and 
international talent, including 
FIFA Women’s Player of the Year 
2013 Nadine Angerer, Temeka 
Butt, Claire Polkinghorne, Saman- 
tha Kerr and Caitlin Foord. 

These two sides are always in 
epic contests with each other and 
neither side backs down till the fi- 
nal whistle is blown. With the vast 
array of talent on the pitch and the 
deep rivalry, you would be crazy 
to miss this enthralling match. 
The last game played between the 
two ended in a draw so both teams 
will be pushing extra hard for the 
win and bragging rights. I predict 
a goal fest and a draw with two 
goals apiece. 

Friday night’s A-League game 
between Perth Glory and Brisbane 
Roar has the potential to be an 
absolute barnburner. Perth Glory 
is in good form with two wins 
on the trot and will look to break 
away from the pack in the middle 
of the ladder with an upset win 
over Roar. 

Brisbane is coming off a surprise 
home loss to Adelaide United 
which reduced their lead on top of 
the ladder. 

If Perth Glory can get the first 
goal, they might just hold up 


Brisbane and secure a win with 
resolute defending. If Brisbane 
scores first, it may be an ugly 
night for Glory. I think it will end 
with a 3-1 victory for the Roar. 
The other game to watch is the 
EPL clash between Chelsea and 
Manchester United. Chelsea has 
been in fine form and currently 
sits in third spot, only two points 
behind leaders Arsenal. They have 
won five of their last six games 
and drew the other match against 
the Gunners. 

The Red Devils have struggled to 
find the form that has made them 
one of the best teams in the past 
two decades. They are coming off 
a win against Swansea, but away 
to Chelsea is a completely differ- 
ent beast. This could be pivotal 
for Chelsea’s chances of making 


Pele tells Ronaldo to man 
up as the Portuguese star 
struggles to hold back the 
tears 


the top spot their own or a sign 
that Manchester United really can 
make something of a poor season 
so far. 

My prediction is a 2-1 win for the 
home team, with United falling 
further into the abyss. 

As always once the football is all 
said and done for the weekend, 
watch SBS for comprehensive 
analysis coverage with The A- 
League Highlights Show hosted 
by Craig Foster and The World 
Game on Monday night. As 
always Santo, Sam and Ed’s Total 
Football delivers laughs aplenty 
on Foxtel. Thursday FC is another 
option for laughs on Thursday 
night on SBS. 

Enjoy plenty of football action 
this weekend and hopefully your 
team wins. 
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George Katsamboukas 
Big Brother in the 


palm of your hand 


Social Media springs some sur- 
prises sometimes, from failed 
Selfies, to breaking news, to 
items that the author wants to 
stay away from the Public Eye. 

One piece of correspondence that 
fits into the latter category is an 
APB that was doing the rounds on 
the day of last week’s Melbourne 
Victory Vs Western Sydney Wan- 


derers, allegedly from 
Alicia McMillan , Chief 


on its side to film .. so 
any vision is captured in 


Social Media. 


then done the rounds on 


Games. 
The FFV has come down 


of Staff, Ten Eye Witness 
News and it went some- 
thing like this. 

“Hi Everyone, 

If you happen to be go- 
ing to the Melbourne 
Victory/Western Sydney 
Wanderers game tonight 
at AAMI Park could you 
please keep your smart- 
phone handy in case 
crowd tensions boil over. 
News would be interest- 
ed in any amateur vision 
shot of flares/ push and 
shove/ security evicting 
people/ verbal abuse etc 
etc inside and outside the 
ground. 

The last request is that 
you please tip your phone 


Landscape. 

Please email me ASAP at 
this address if you man- 
age to film something.” 
The Media’s fascination 
with violence at Football 
Games is nothing new; 
unfortunately they have 
a habit of chasing these 
negative Stories that give 
our great game a_ bad 
name. 

The above however 
gives a new meaning to 
the term “chase”, I’m 
sure there will be plenty 
of red faces at Channel 
Ten regarding the con- 
tents of the above, and 
more importantly the fact 
that it was leaked, and 


FFA are taking a hard 
line against instigators of 
Violence as are the Po- 
lice, who have charged 4 
people in relation to the 
incidents at AAMI a few 
weeks ago, at the Victory 
Vs Wanderers Match 

The FFA is also looking 
to impose Life Bans on 
offenders. 

What sits rather uncom- 
fortably with me however 
is the inconsistency re- 
garding penalising Clubs 
regarding the discharge 
of Flares and Fireworks 
at Games, and by this I 
am comparing these of- 
fences at VPL Games 
as opposed to A-League 


hard on Clubs regard- 
ing the discharging of 
Flares, in particular Dan- 
denong Thunder follow- 
ing on from an incident 
at the 2012 Grand Final, 
which involved them 
losing match points, be- 
ing forced to play a large 
number of games behind 
closed doors, plus a hefty 
fine. 

I do not see these types 
of penalty’s being me- 
tered out to A-League 
Clubs, hence the concern 
regarding consistency. 


Until next week. 
This is Katsa — Just as 
you have known him 


Socceroos legend Brett Emerton retires 


Socceroos legend Brett Emerton 
has called time on his illustrious 
footballing career. 

Emerton won 95 caps for the Soc- 
ceroos, scoring 20 goals in an inter- 
national career that ran from 1998 
to 2012, earning the humble star a 
place in the upper echelon of Aus- 
tralia’s greatest football players. 

“Tt was an absolute honour to rep- 
resent my country and to be able 
to do it for 15 years and play in 
two World Cups is really special,” 
Emerton said. “Playing for the Soc- 
ceroos is an honour and a privilege 
and I enjoyed every single match I 
played for the National team. 

“The memories I have from wear- 
ing the green and gold are some- 
thing I will cherish forever. 

“T have been fortunate enough to 
share in some very special mo- 
ments with the Socceroos but it is 
hard to go past the win over Uru- 
guay to qualify for the World Cup 
in 2005. It was a memorable night 
for me as a football player but the 
joy it brought to all Australians and 
the football community was amaz- 
ing. 

“T’ve had a fantastic career and I 
was incredibly fortunate to play 
professional football for 18 years 
but I know now is the right time to 
call it a day and I hope to be able 
to stay in the game moving forward 
and continue to contribute to Aus- 
tralian football.” 

Emerton’s stature in the game was 
acknowledged by Football Federa- 
tion Australia (FFA) CEO David 
Gallop, who started his career 


should serve as an inspiration to 
young football players with dreams 
of becoming a professional football 
player. 

“Brett is the quintessential Austra- 
lian football success story, from the 
suburban fields of Western Sydney 
to the FIFA World Cup,” Gallop 
said. 

“At every stage, from youth na- 
tional teams to the Olympic Games, 
the English Premier League and 
back to the Hyundai A-League, 
Brett lived the dream with integrity 
and supreme dedication. 

“His playing career will serve an 
inspirational story for every boy 
and girl with ambitions to play 
football at the highest level. 

“On behalf of Football Federation 
Australia and the football commu- 
nity I'd like to congratulate Brett 


on a memorable career and thank 
him for his enormous contribution 
to the game in this country.” 

From his grassroots beginnings as 
a Campbelltown Gunners junior, 
Emerton rose to prominence at 
the AIS before signing for Sydney 
Olympic in 1996, quickly becom- 
ing a fan favourite with his drib- 
bling skills and energetic running 
on the right hand side. 

Emerton made 94 appearances in 
the blue and white of Olympic, scor- 
ing 16 goals. It was only a matter of 
time before clubs in Europe came 
knocking, but before he ventured 
overseas there was the small matter 
of an Olympic Games, in his home 
town in 2000. Emerton captained 
the Olyroos in that tournament, be- 
fore moving to Feyenoord. 

In his second season in Holland, 


Emerton gained a UEFA Cup win- 
ners medal and a stellar season was 
capped off when he was named 
2002 Oceania Footballer of the 
Year. 

After three seasons at Feyenoord, 
Emerton moved to the Premier 
League and Blackburn Rovers in 
July 2003, scoring on his debut 
against Wolverhampton Wander- 
ers. 

Emerton would go on to make 
almost 250 appearances for the 
Lancashire club and it was during 
this period that the Socceroos came 
back to the fore in Australian sport. 
Emerton was a vital cog in Guus 
Hiddink’s plans and his versatil- 
ity allowed the Dutchman to make 
various tactical adjustments. 

Emerton starred at the 2006 FIFA 
World Cup in Germany, although 
his late sending off against Croatia 
meant that he was suspended for 
the heart breaking loss to Italy in 
the knock-out stages. 

He also represented the Socceroos 
with distinction at the 2010 FIFA 
World Cup in South Africa and the 
2011 AFC Asian Cup. 

Emerton’s Socceroos career fin- 
ished on a high note, as he was cap- 
tain of the inexperienced side that 
played in the 2012 East Asian Cup 
qualifiers, where he was named 
player of the tournament. Emer- 
ton returned home in 2011 and was 
vice-captain of Sydney FC, for 
whom he scored seven goals. 

Emerton retires as the third most 
capped Socceroo of all time, behind 
Mark Schwarzer and Lucas Neill. 


Twitter @francisfields 


Latin 
Wrap 
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Coca Cola brought the coveted 
World Cup trophy back to the 
land Columbus claimed in its 
‘Trophy Tour’ that has already 
covered 35 countries. 

FIFA and the soft drink giant has 
listed 88 nations to host the 18 
carat trophy. Having spent New 
Years Eve in Vietnam, it landed 
in Santiago last week and 70’s 
Chilean great Elias Figueroa was 
present in front a warm reception 
to kick-start procedures. 

The former star defender was 

on hand along with government 
officials kicking off the leg of the 
tour until it reaches Brazil in time 
for the tournament in June. 

It was fitting for “Don Elias”, hav- 
ing he played several seasons for 


Trophy Tours Latin Lands 


The football-mad continent is set 
to embrace the Tour with FIFA in- 
viting the general public to “make 
it their own”. It is the tournament 
of our beautiful game. 

Fans can walk into the dressing 
room and even the team buses of 
the respective national teams, walk 
through the players’ tunnel and 
have a little kick. 

What really captures the hearts 

is FIFA’s message mural of well 
wishes for their heroes and stars. 
It is also very worthy to note 

that the World Cup Trophy Tour 
excluded Australia although the 
trophy did bypass en route. 

As unfortunate as it sounds, it 
sparks two key topics of discus- 
sion. Whether Australia’s FFA 
presence on the international scene 
and David Gallop are willing to 
cough up and do the dirty grubby 
politics work. As harsh as that 


enrapture football fans. Not only 
is Brazil hosting the tournament 
but performing such a tour invites 
just about everybody to attend a 
leg event. 


PLAYER UNFAIRLY DISMISSED 
Uruguayan player Sebastian 
Ariosa was diagnosed with me- 
diastinum cancer last June. The 
fact that a professional player 
contracts cancer would signify 
immediate retirement, and sub- 
sequently treatment for recovery. 


Having returned to Uruguay for 
treatment with two years left on his 
contract, this month saw Olimpia 
receive backlash across Paraguay 
and in Ariosa’s home country 
sparking widespread disarray. The 
decision from the club to dismiss 
him due to “ineligibility to perform 
physical activity”, according to the 


terminated which expires in 2015. 
Such action has sparked aware- 
ness of Paraguay’s players union 
and the country’s governing body 
for not supporting and following 
up action. With recent cases such 
as the one in Qatar with French 
player Zahir Belounis arrested. 
Talking to reporters he said in 
Spanish, “they (Olimpia) hit a per- 
son who is already on the ground”, 
he declared in reference to his 
thoracic, mediastinal tumour. 

The cancer involves the heart, 
esophagus and tracea for which 
Ariosa cannot perform any form of 
physical activity, either training or 
performing. 

“T am devastated as they have cut 
my legs. I cannot work anymore, 
lam sad and in pain. The way 
Olimpia informed me of such 

a decision, is just unacceptable 
for anybody regardless of their 
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The Americas 22 


Chilean great Elias Figueroa 
hosting the World Cup trophy 
on its global tour 


Internacional de Porto Alegre, one 
of the two giants from the city that 
shall see the Socceroos meet the 


defender was “a blow”. 
Ariosa says he is also owed nearly 


sounds. employment”, he added. 


On the other hand, it is a huge 


Netherlands on June 18. 


marketing ploy FIFA aims to 


three months salary upon being 
informed that his contract had been 
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Mariners and AlS record season first wins 


NATIONAL 
LEAGUE 


s te 7 


Foxtel National Youth League 


Round 11 of the Foxtel Na- 
tional Youth League kicked off 
at the AIS where Central Coast 
Mariners stormed home for 
their first win of the season. 
The Mariners had been playing 
decent football all season without 
end product, but it all came to- 
gether against the institute side. 
Jacob Esposito opened the scor- 
ing for the visitors after good 
work from Josh Bingham in the 
22nd minute, before the AIS 
struck back swiftly after a drinks 
break through Bright Appiah. 
Patrick Dixon then restored 
Mariners lead with a well taken 
chest and shot, before Jesse Cur- 
ran rifled a 25 yard piledriver to 
make it 3-1 to Central Coast. 
Hayden Morton made it four just 
before the break after Esposito 


was denied by Spinella, and they 
didn’t take long to extend the 

lead in the second half with a 
stunning volley from Dominic 
Ferguson. 

The AIS were shocked by the 
Mariners hot form on the day but 
managed to claim a consolation 
through their super sub Marc 
Marino, making the result at 5-2. 
It was a long awaited win for the 
Mariners, who now inch closer 
to Perth Glory, after the West 
Australians succumbed to a 6-0 
loss at the hands of Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers. 

Wanderers forward Mark Cin- 
dric 
was the star of the show, netting 
four times. 

Glory had fielded a pretty strong 
line-up, but they went behind in 
the 16th minute through a Jaush- 
ua Sotirio strike. 

Cindric then scored a penalty, 
before he outran the Glory de- 
fence for his second of the day to 
and to make it 3-0. 

Yianni Perkatis ended any resis- 
tance from the visitors just past 


the hour mark before Cindric 
rounded off his superb perfor- 
mance with two goals in the last 
ten minutes. 

Wanderers will look to continue 
their form next week when they 
face Adelaide United, who have 
yet to win in 2014. 

In a drama filled finale, the 10 
men Reds lost to Brisbane Roar 
with Jai Ingham and Anthony 
Costa grabbing hat tricks for 
their respective sides. 

Adelaide raced to a 2-0 lead at 
half time, punishing Brisbane 
for not taking some of their early 
chances. 

It took Brisbane till the 63rd 
minute to score, with Brandon 
Borrello adding another strike 
to his season tally before Jai In- 
gham struck the first of his three 
just five minutes later. 

Ingham then gave Brisbane the 
lead in the 85th minute when he 
danced past the Adelaide defence 
to score a brilliant solo goal. 

Adelaide hit back two minutes 
later, with Costa completing his 
hat trick from the spot. 

However Ingham was to have 


the last laugh, rounding off a bril- 
liant hat trick deep into stoppage 
time to ensure Brisbane came out 
4-3 winners. 

Elsewhere, the Melbourne youth 
derby ended in favour of Mel- 
bourne Heart, as they easily over- 
came a depleted Victory side. 

Missing a host of regular play- 
ers due to seniors commitments, 
Darren Davies’ boys were unable 
to withhold Heart who had plenty 
of class on the pitch in the likes 
of Jonatan Germano and Orlando 
Engelaar. 

Golgol Mebrathu opened the 
scoring with a deflected free kick 
in the 17th minute before Ger- 
mano and an impressive Marcus 
Schroen made it 3-0 with a little 
over 20 minutes to go. 

Victory continued to toil all 
game, and finally got a conso- 
lation goal in the 93rd minute 
through Anthony Proia. 

Another team hampered by the 
absence of youth internationals 
was Newcastle Jets, and they 
were beaten by high flying Syd- 
ney FC. 

The game was largely even until 


Results 


Newcastle Jets 0 
Sydney FC 3 (Calver 60, Urosevski 86, 
Mallia 90+2) 


Melbourne Heart 3 (Mebrahtu 17m, 
Germano 55m, Schroen 67m) 
Melbourne Victory 1 (Proia 90+3m) 


Brisbane Roar 4 (Borrello 63, Ingham 
68, 85, 90+3) 
Adelaide United 3 (Costa 21, 27, 87pk) 


Western Sydney Wanderers 6 (Jaushua 
Sotirio 16’, Mark Cindric 33’ pen, 39’, 80’ 
86’, Yianni Perkatis 62’) 

Perth Glory 0 


AIS 2 (Liam Rose 26’, Marc Marino 73’) 
Central Coast Mariners 5 (Jacob 
Esposito 22’, Patrick Dixon 32’, Jesse 
Curran 44’, Hayden Morton 45+3’, Domi- 
nic Ferguson 56’) 


the Sky Blues opened the scoring 
from the head Aaron Calver. 

Sydney went on from there and 
rounded out a 3-0 win thanks to 
good goals from Alec Urosevski 
and Mitch Mallia. 


Next Round 


Saturday, 18 January 2014 
Adelaide United v Wanderers 
Thebarton Oval 
KO 11:00 AM 


Saturday, 18 January 2014 
Melbourne Heart v Newcastle Jets 
Epping Soccer Stadium 
KO 3:00PM 


Saturday, 18 January 2014 
Perth Glory v Brisbane Roar 
Intiga Stadium 
KO 1:30 PM 


Sunday, 19 January 2014 
Sydney FC v Central Coast Mariners 
Sydney United Sports Centre 
KO 5:45PM 


Sunday, 19 January 2014 
AIS v Melbourne Victory 
AIS Grass 2 
KO 2:30PM 


NYL Standings 


PWDLFADP 


1 Sydney FC 11100139 14 25 30 
2 Newcastle Jets 11623 26 197 20 
3 Melbourne Victory 1161431211019 
4Adelaide United 11524 25 23217 
5 Wanderers 115115 25:16.7 16 


11443 28 31 -3 16 
11425 15 20-5 14 


6 Brisbane Roar 
7 Melbourne Heart 


8AIS 11425 27 33 -6 14 
9 Perth Glory 11209 18 44 -266 
10 CC Mariners 11128 1425-115 


ANAZ HONOURED TO BE SELECTED FOR BRASIL 2014 


Victorian Hakan Anaz has 
described as a “dream come 
true” the moment he was told 
he had been selected by FIFA as 
an assistant referee in this year’s 
World Cup finals in Brazil. 

The 44-year-old ATO Compli- 
ance Officer, who has been on the 
FIFA Assistant Referee Panel for 
10 years, is the third Victorian to 
receive the honour of a World Cup 
finals appointment following in 
the footsteps of Eugene Brazzale 
(assistant referee USA 1994) and 
Chris Bambridge (referee Mexico 
1986). 

Anaz said he was relaxing by the 
pool at home with his kids when 
Hyundai A-League referee Ben 
Williams, who will lead Anaz and 
Matthew Cream in Australia’s trio 
of officials in Brazil, called him 
yesterday to tell him the news. 

“T started jumping up and down 
and screaming. My hands were up 
in the air and it was an absolutely 
ecstatic moment that I’Il never 
forget in my life,” Anaz said. 

“My family was there with me at 
the time. The hugs and kisses I got 
from them was just fantastic. It’s a 
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moment to treasure.” 

With FIFA’s mandatory retirement 
age of 45 for referees, Anaz said 
his trip to Brazil would be the 
fairytale finish to his career. 

“Ask any referee in the world and 
they’ll say the ultimate is to go to 
the World Cup. Football in Brazil 
is huge, it’s humongous and larger 
than life. It’s so important and to 
be going there for the festival of 
football is a dream come true,” 
he said. 

“T turn 45 in August and this 
will probably be the final FIFA 
tournament for me, but it’s a hell 
of a way to go out to be honest. 


I would never have thought this 
would come true.” 

Match officials are appointed in 
sets of three and this Australian 
trio is the same one which was 
appointed for the 2012 London 
Olympics. 

Football Federation Victoria 
(FFV) Referee Development 
Manager Chris Bambridge said 
the selection of the trio was a 
testament to their hard work and 
dedication. 

“Tam absolutely delighted that a 
team of Australian match officials 
has been appointed for Brazil,” 
Bambridge said. 


Malaysia Under 23 To 
Compete In NPL Qld 


Football Queensland is delighted 
to announce that the Football 
Association of Malaysia (FAM) 
will field an Under 23 repre- 
sentative team in this year“s 
National Premier Leagues 
Queensland Senior Men“s com- 
petition — an exciting first for 
football in Australia. 

The Malaysian Under 23 side, 
known as Harimau Muda,,A“, 
will become the first international 
representative team to compete 
in an Australian football league 
when they take to the field in early 
March. 

Fixtures will be played for com- 
petition points, however the team 
will not be eligible to compete in 
the NPL Finals Series nor the FFA 
Cup. 

Their addition takes NPL 
Queensland to 14 teams for the 
2014 season following last week“s 
confirmation that Brisbane Roar 
will field their National Youth 
League team in the senior division 
this year. 

A full NPL Queensland fixture list 
will soon be made available. 


IGA NPL NSW Mens 1 
Pre-Season Cup 


Football NSW has announced 
that there will be a 2014 IGA 
National Premier Leagues NSW 
Mens 1 Preseason Cup com- 
mencing on the 2nd of February 
2014. 


Pool 1: Bonnyrigg White Eagles, 
Blacktown Spartans, Marconi Stal- 
lions, South Coast Wolves, Sydney 
Olympic, Sydney United 58 


Pool 2: APIA Leichhardt Tigers, 
Blacktown City FC, Manly United, 
Rockdale City Suns, Sutherland 
Sharks, St George FC 


Round 1 Draw 

Blacktown Spart vs Bonnyrigg 
7:30 PM / Sun 2 Feb 

Marconi S vs Sydney Olympic 
7:30 PM / Sun 2 Feb 

Sydney Utd 58 FC vs Sth Coast 
7:30 PM / Sun 2 Feb 

Sutherland Sharks vs St George 
5:00 PM / Sun 2 Feb 

Rockdale City Suns vs A.P.LA 
6:30 PM / Sun 2 Feb 

Blacktown City vs Manly United 
6:30 PM / Sun 2 Feb 


Capital Football Pre-Season Cup 


A new pre-season cup competi- 
tion will kick start the 2014 ACT 
National Premier League season 
with an added incentive for the 
winner — participation in the 
2014 FFA FA Cup competition 
commencing in July. 

The top teams from each Pool 
will compete in the Pre-Season 
Competition Final with the place 
in the national cup competition at 
stake for the winners. This will be 
the only time that the pre-season 
winner is allocated the FFA Cup 
position as the 2014 Federation 
Cup winner will represent Capital 
Football in next season’s competi- 
tion. 


POOLA: Canberra FC, Can- 
berra Olympic, Cooma Tigers, 
Monaro Panthers. 


POOL B: Belconnen United, 
Woden Valley, Canberra City, Tug- 
geranong United. 


DRAW DATES 

Round I — Sat/Sun 15 & 16 March 
Round 2 — Sat/Sun 22 & 23 March 
Round 3 — Sat/Sun 29 & 30 March 
Final — Wednesday 2 April (TBC) 


Sky Blues into second 


174 (iw 


By Katie Lambeski 


The road to the W-League finals 
began in earnest at the week- 
end as controversy reigned in 
Melbourne, Adelaide continued 
their form and two contenders 
in Sydney and Brisbane got the 
job done. 

Michelle Carney ensured the Wan- 
derers wouldn’t leave Burton Park 
empty-handed, her 96th minute 
equalizer cancelling out an opener 
from Emily Condon. Adelaide 
were moments away from snatch- 
ing a win over Western Sydney, but 
were denied by a last-second swing 
deep in the right flank of the box 
from Carney. 

Western Sydney had the hosts on 
the back foot for most part as they 
did most of the attacking, while 
Adelaide were struggling to get 
forward and create chances while 
remaining hard to break down. 
That all changed at the seventieth 
minute when second gamer and 
15-year-old Condon directled her 
shot low and fast into the net to put 
her side in front. Catherine Can- 
nuli had two shots saved late in the 
match, adding to their frustration 
and giving Adelaide hope. Carney, 
a ninetieth minute sub, had the dra- 
matic final say just moments after 
her introduction. 

Sydney FC negotiated their way 
past a resilient Newcastle Jets on a 
warm and windy Wanderers Oval 
in Saturday’s other fixture, taking 
the chocolates with the 3-0 win. 
Caitlin Foord’s brace, as well as the 
opening goal from Nicola Bolger, 
ensured the points would be all 
Sydney’s. Despite starting the bet- 
ter of the two and taking advantage 
of that via an early goal, it wasn’t 
all Sky Blue. 

Newcastle challenged Sydney in 
fits and bursts, but weren’t able to 
make use of it when they had the 
ball as Sydney’s sturdy defence 
did its job. Bolger got on the end 
of a well-worked move down the 
right with Renee Rollason and Sam 
Kerr, tapping in on the fifteenth 
minute mark to open the scoring. 
Foord scored her first just minutes 
before half-time, knocking the ball 
into an open net after Jets keeper 
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7 Standings 
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| 1Melbourne Victory 8611 18 8 10 19 


7520 268 18 17 
85121798 16 
74031156 12 
8323871 11 
8224 12 14 -28 
8206 10 23 -13 6 
80085 33 -280 


2 Sydney FC 
} 3 Brisbane Roar 


a= 4 Canberra United 


i] 5 Adelaide United 


6 Wanderers 
th 

7 Perth Glory 
8 Newcastle Jets 
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Eliza Campbell parried a shot from 
Rollason. Foord, despite the Jets’ 
solid play, sealed the game on the 
seventy-eighth minute after getting 
through on goal to calmly slot past 
Campbell. 

Aclose and entertaining contest in 
Brisbane saw the Roar fight off the 
Glory at AJ Kelly Fields on Sun- 
day, goals from Tameka Butt and 
Katrina Gorry the deciding factor 
ina 2-1 win. Despite Rosie Sutton’s 
late goal, the Glory couldn’t find a 
late equalizer. The two teams put 
on an attacking show for the Bris- 
bane crowd. Both teams looked to 
press and attack from the word go, 
often cancelling each other out as 
deadlock remained until the sixty- 
seventh minute. 

Both attacking thirds looked in 
form as well, but the Roar would 
prove just that little much bet- 
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ter. At the sixty-seventh minute, a 
counter-attack led by Hayley Raso 
down the right flank would set the 
first goal up, as the flying winger 
cut back to find Butt unmarked, 
who had no trouble finishing. Butt 
would then team up with Gorry in 
a short passing triangles move that 
beat the Glory defence all ends up, 
with Gorry making no mistake to 
make the score 2-0. Sutton would 
then take advantage of a parried 
free-kick from Elisa D’Ovidio, 
poking into the net to give Glory 
hope late, alas it wasn’t to be as the 
Roar finished the match well. 

In an absorbing, even and spirited 
contest Melbourne Victory defeat- 
ed Canberra United 2-1 at Lakeside 
Stadium on Sunday. Caitlin Friend 
and a controversial goal from Lisa 
de Vanna just after half-time had 
Victory taking the three points, 


despite Kendall Fletcher’s second 
half-goal making the game much 
closer than Davied Edmondson’s 
team would have liked. 

De Vanna appeared to be offside 
when she was played through by 
Jess Fishlock at the forty-sixth 
minute, but the flag stayed down 
and she put her shot past Lydia 
Williams. Just minutes after, what 
appeared to be a legal goal from 
Canberra’s Fletcher was ruled 
offside to further anger Elisabeth 
Migchelsen. Controversy had to be 
put aside however, and Canberra 
rebounded through Fletcher to re- 
store parity to the contest. The free- 
scoring Caitlin Friend had the final 
say on proceedings, her well-taken 
goal on the eighty-third minute the 
winner. 

Defending champions Sydney FC 
have moved into second on the 


» Barbieri (AUFC) on the deck. 
Photo: ADAM BUTLER | 
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Westfield W-League 


Victory overcome Canberra 


Next Round 


Sat 18 Jan KO 5:00pm 
Perth Glory Vs Newcastle Jets 
Percy Doyle Reserve, Duncraig 


Sun 19 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Canberra United Vs Adelaide United 
McKellar Park 


Sun 19 Jan KO 3:00pm 
Sydney FC Vs Brisbane Roar 
Sydney United Sports Centre 


Sun 19 Jan KO 4:00pm 
WS Wanderers Vs Melb Victory 
Campbelltown Stadium 


Westfield W-League ladder after 
edging local rivals Western Syd- 
ney Wanderers with an enthralling 
4-3 win in a rescheduled Round 4 
fixture. 

Sydney led 4-0 by the hour mark 
only for the Wanderers to narrowly 
fail short of a remarkable come- 
back. 

Now sitting two points shy of lead- 
ers Melbourne Victory, undefeated 
Sydney FC will face traditional ri- 
vals Brisbane Roar (third) on Sun- 
day at the Sydney United Sports 
Centre in the televised match on 
ABC1 (3pm nationally). 

The match will be the first outing 
for Brisbane Roar goalkeeper Na- 
dine Angerer since being crowned 
FIFA Women’s World Player of the 
Year on Monday in Zurich. 


Sydney FC beat Wanderers 4-3 in a thrilling mid-week derby. 


Photo: PETER McALPINE 
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Round 8 Review 


Adelaide United 1 (Emily Condon 70’) 
Western Sydney Wanderers 1 (Michelle 
Carney 96’) 

Saturday 11 January 2014 

Burton Park, Adelaide 

Referee: Rebecca Durcau 


Adelaide United: Melissa BARBIERI (gk), 
Laura STOCKDALE, Rachael QUIGLEY (Al- 
exandra GUMMER 74’), Lisa-Marie WOODS, 
Monique IANNELLA (Jayah BROWN 85’), 
Daila-Tais BORG, Jenna McCORMICK, Jes- 
sica WATERHOUSE (Emily CONDON 58’), 
Tiarn POWELL, Snez VELJANOVSKA, Kristy 
MOORE 

Substitutes — Kelly BARLTROP (gk) 
Cautions — Lisa-Marie Woods 44’ 


Western Sydney Wanderers: Mackenzie 
ARNOLD (gk), Caitlin COOPER, Shawna 
GORDON, Emily VAN EGMOND, Heather 
GARRIOCK (Michelle CARNEY 91’), Jessica 
SEAMAN, Catherine CANNULI, Teigen AL- 
LEN, Alanna KENNEDY, Linda O’NEILL (Ra- 
chael SOUTAR 74’), Helen PETINOS (Servet 
UZUNLAR 57’) 

Substitutes — Dimi POULOS (gk) 

Cautions — None 


Newcastle Jets 0 

Sydney FC 3 (Nicola Bolger 13’, Caitlin 
Foord 38’, 77’) 

Saturday 11 January 2014 

Wanderers Oval, Newcastle 

Referee: Rachel Mitchenson 


Newcastle Jets: Eliza CAMPBELL (gk), 
Hannah BREWER, Siahn BOZANIC (Lauren 
BROWN 75’), Ciara McCORMICK, Gema SI- 
MON, Tara ANDREWS, Rhali DOBSON, Grace 
McINTYRE, Hannah BEARD (Ashley SPINA 
78’), Cassidy DAVIS, Clare WHEELER (So- 
phie NENADOVIC 70’) 

Substitutes — Claire COELHO (gk) 
Cautions — Hannah Beard 44’, Ciara Mc- 
Cormick 60’, Hannah Brewer 92’ 


Sydney FC: Sham KHAMIS (gk), Teresa PO- 
LIAS (Danielle BROGAN 63’), Alesha CLIF- 
FORD, Liz RALSTON (Leena KHAMIS 78’), 
Nicola BOLGER, Amy HARRISON, Caitlin 
FOORD, Renee ROLLASON, Jodie TAYLOR 
(Emma KETE 74’), Chloe LOGARZO, Sam 
KERR 

Substitutes - Casey DUMONT (gk) 
Cautions — None 


Brisbane Roar 2 (Tameka Butt 67’, Katrina 
Gorry 76’) 

Perth Glory 1 (Rosie Sutton 78’) 

Sunday 12 January 2014 

AJ Kelly Fields, Brisbane 

Referee: Casey Reibelt 


Brisbane Roar: Kate STEWART (gk), Laura 
ALLEWAY, Brooke SPENCE, Joanne BUR- 
GESS (Larissa CRUMMER 68’), Kim CAR- 
ROLL, Elise KELLOND-KNIGHT, Katrina 
GORRY, Vedrana POPOVIC (Ayesha NORRIE 
82’), Tameka BUTT, Natasha WHEELER (Em- 
ily GIELNIK 46’), Hayley RASO 

Substitutes — Teagan MICAH (gk) 
Cautions: 


Perth Glory: Chantel JONES (gk), Sarah 
CARROLL (Marianna TABAIN 13’), Cecilie 
SANDVEJ, Bronwyn STUDMAN,  Shan- 
non MAY, Rosie SUTTON, Kate GILL, Elisa 
D’OVIDIO, Thia EASTMAN, Shawn BILLAM, 
Christina JULIEN 

Substitutes — Gabrielle DAL BUSCO (gk), 
Ella MASTRANTONIO, Jessica DILLION 
Cautions: 


Melbourne Victory 2 (Lisa De Vanna 47’, 
Caitlin Friend 83’) 

Canberra United 1 (Kendall Fletcher 67’) 
Sunday 12 January 2014 

Lakeside Stadium, Melbourne 

Referee: Kirralee Andruschak 


Melbourne Victory: Brianna DAVEY (gk), 
Jessica HUMBLE, Katie HOYLE, Stephanie 
CATLEY, Caitlin FRIEND (Beattie GOAD 90’), 
Jessica FISHLOCK, Lisa DE VANNA, Jessica 
SAMUELSSON, Enza BARILLA (Laura SPIRA- 
NOVIC 78’), Emma CHECKER, Gulcan KOCA 
(Cindy LAY 70’) 

Substitutes — Cassandra DIMOVSKI (gk) 
Cautions — Stephanie Catley 79’ 


Canberra United: Lydia WILLIAMS (gk), 
Catherine BROWN (Meg McLAUGHLIN 88’), 
Kendall FLETCHER, Ellie BRUSH, Caitlin 
MUNOZ (Grace GILL 73’), Michelle HEYMAN, 
Sally ROJAHN (Georgia YEOMAN-DALE 67’), 
Nicole SYKES, Ashleigh SYKES, Lori LIND- 
SEY, Stephanie OCHS 

Substitutes — Trudy BURKE (gk) 

Cautions — None 
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Planet Football: Picking The Ten 


Goal! Weekly’s Damir Kula 
compiles his TOP 10 list on 
the Planet’s Best Footballers 
of 2013. 


Agree to disagree? Feel free 
to share your thoughts on our 
Facebook page. 


The Portuguese superstar’s con- 
tinued pursuit of excellence and 
dazzling displays for both club 
and country helped him become 
the year’s best footballer despite 

a lack of trophy room success. 

In total, the former Manchester 
United man scored 69 goals in all 
of 2013 while ending the 2012/13 
season as the top goalscorer in 

the Champions League with 12 
goals and continued on this superb 
form into the new campaign with 
a record 9 goals in 5 group stage 
games. For his country, Ron- 

aldo led by example and scored 

a hat trick in a crucial away tie to 
Northern Ireland which helped 
Portugal seal a playoff spot before 
his spectacular hat trick away to 
Sweden and in front of challenger 
Ibrahimovic confirmed Portugal’s 
place in Brazil and his status as the 
planet’s best. 


The Argentine maestro had 
another superb season as he helped 
Barcelona reclaim the La Liga 
title which they had surrendered 
to Madrid the year before with 
some phenomenal displays. He 
started off the year scoring his 
200th league goal (at the age of 
25) against Osasuna and went on 
a consecutive scoring run of 17 
games — a world record. It came 
as no surprise that Barca’s exit in 
the Champions League semi-finals 
at the hands of a rampant Bayern 
Munich came with the Argentine’s 
struggles with injury. He also 
helped Argentina sweep all before 
them in the South American quali- 
fying campaign to book a ticket to 
Brazil and scored an impressive 
12 goals in 9 appearances for his 
country over the course of the 
year. 


The egotistical Swede seems to 
be getting better with age with his 
mesmerising strikes and overall 
performances silencing many of 
his doubters. He became the first 
player since Jean-Pierre Papin in 
1989 to score 30 goals or more 

in a Ligue | season as he helped 
the money rich Parisians win their 
first title since 1994. He continued 
on this form into the new season 
which included scoring an incred- 
ible 8 goals in the Champions’ 
League group stages, four of 
which came away to Anderlecht 
and included some bolsters. It 
will be a shame not to see the 


Ibrahimovic 


Zz 


Suarez 


enigmatic figure in Brazil, in what 
would have probably been his in- 
ternational swansong on the world 
stage, but then again only Ibra 
knows when Ibra’s times is up. 


The Frenchmen enjoyed his best 
season yet as he proved to be his 
side’s standout player while they 
eclipsed all before them in 2013 
winning the Treble as well as 

the UEFA Super Cup and Club 
World Cup. His pace and dribbling 
caused much damage to many 
German and European defences as 
he finished the 2012/13 Bundes- 
liga season with a league best 15 
assists while often scoring the 
spectacular, which included a stun- 
ning drive against Monchengla- 
dbach on the final match day of 
the season. He went on to beat 
Messi, Ronaldo and many of his 
teammates to claim the UEFA Best 
Player in Europe Award while also 
helping France to qualify for the 
World Cup by beating Ukraine via 


the play-offs. 


The Bayern veteran recovered 
from the disappointment of miss- 
ing the crucial spot kick in front 
of his home fans in the previous 
year’s Champions League Final by 
playing a decisive role in the Ger- 
mans successful year. His domi- 
nant midfield presence coupled 
with his leadership and partnership 
with Javi Martinez helped his side 
neutralise the threat of first Arsenal 
and Juventus before an even 

more impressive showing against 
Barcelona and their midfield trio 
en route to London. He also scored 
a delightful back heel against 
Eintracht Frankfurt which secured 
Bayern the title while his efforts 
did not go unrewarded as he took 
out the German Player of the Year 
award. 


2013 will forever live in the 


memory of the Welsh winger as 
his spectacular performances for 
Spurs earned him a transfer to 
Los Blancos for a world record 
100 million Euros. With the North 
Londoners, Bale produced the 
spectacular with crucial goals in 
big games against Arsenal, Man 
City and an incredible winner 
against Southampton on the final 
day which almost grabbed his side 
a Champions League spot. After a 
slow start in Madrid, Bale began to 
showcase some of his talent with 
7 goals in 10 games, including a 
perfect hat trick against Val- 
ladolid in late November whilst 
also developing a mouth-watering 
partnership with the team’s other 
superstar in CR7. 


The controversial Uruguayan 
enjoyed his most prolific year to 
date for club and country leaving 
his club employers desperate to 
keep him in Merseyside. The bit- 
ing incident and transfer demands 


aside, the forward was a delight to 
watch and appeared to return from 
his lengthy ban a more mature 

and devastating player leading 
Brendan Rodgers to give him the 
armband in the absence of Steven 
Gerrard in their away trip to Spurs 
in December. For the national side, 
Suarez enjoyed a memorable year 
as he helped them qualify for Bra- 
zil while becoming his country’s 
all time leading scorer at the tender 
age of 26. 


The Selecao captain proved his 
worth over the last calendar year 
as the finest defender in world 
football at the moment with a 
string of strong performances for 
both club and country. He was an 
ever present in defence as PSG 
clinched their first Ligue | title 

in 19 years and conceded just 

23 goals over the campaign and 
leading many to conclude that he 
justified the 42 million Euro trans- 
fer fee they payed for him. He was 


Best Players of 2013 


also a colossus at the back for his 
country throughout the calendar 
year, particularly at the Confedera- 
tions Cups which the hosts won 
with a convincing 3-0 demolition 
of Spain in the final. 


Dortmund’s number nine was a 
major force in his side’s run to 

the Champions League Final with 
his performances making him 

one of the most wanted men in 
Europe. His four goal haul against 
European giants Real Madrid in 
the semi-finals will live long in 
the memory as one of the best 
individual performances of all time 
and makes the 4.75 million Euros 
that the Yellow and Blacks dished 
out on him in 2010 a bargain. 
However he is seemingly destined 
to be wearing the Red of Bayern 
next season, if not earlier. 


The Flying Dutchmen was integral 
to the Bavarians all conquering 
season with his dribbling, strong 
build up play and knack of scoring 
crucial goals going a long way in 
Bayern’s historic treble winning 
year as was evident with his 
memorable 86th minute winner 
against Borussia Dortmund in 

the Champions League Final at 
Wembley. The Socceroos will 
need no reminders in knowing that 
keeping the winger quiet in Brazil 
is needed if they stand any chance 
of upsetting the Oranje. 


Player of the Tourna- 
ment at the Confederations Cup 
with some impressive displays and 
spectacular goals. Has started off 
his Barca career well, but needs 
more consistency 


The Colombian 
helped Atletico finish 3rd in La 
Liga and win the Copa Del Rey 
over their city rivals. Signed for 
Monaco while also helping Co- 
lombia qualify for their first World 
Cup in 16 years 


Age has not affected 
the 34 year old as his timeless 
displays helped the Old Lady 
seal their 29th (or 31st depend- 
ing on which way you look at it) 
Scudetto. 


The Bayern captain 
led by example and was at the 
heart of his team’s dominance. 
Now used effectively by Guardiola 
in a holding midfield position. 
Sergio Aguero & Yaya Toure — 
The City pair are unplayable on 
their days as was shown in their 
brutal dominance over rivals 
United in their 4-1 derby victory 
in September. Also helped their 
respective national sides qualify 
for the World Cup 


The 


A-LEAGUE, EPL, EUROPEAN LEAGUE GUERNSEYS), 
BOOTS, INDOOR, T-SHIRTS, SOCCER EQUIPMENT & MORE 


Shop 4/119 Lonsdale st, Dandenong 9794 5860 
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Www.worldofsocca.com.au 
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Berardi magic 
seals Allegri’s 
fate 


Domenico Berardi starred as Sas- 
suolo came from behind to defeat | 


Milan, signalling the end for Mas- 
similiano Allegri. 


The player insists it was all an : 
innocent mistake. Called up to a | 
training camp for Italy’s Under-19 : 
side, he did not show. A day before : 
Sassuolo had sealed their historic | 
promotion to Serie A. He claims to : 
have overslept and did not take part 


in the Azzurini camp. 


over as Under-21 Coach last July. 
Berardi is a sure candidate for Di 


thanks to his exploits at the Reggio- 


from Napoli and Roma. 


taking on Milan, the 19-year-old 
had netted seven times from only 
14 appearances, Sassuolo’s leading 


scorer. Berardi missed the first four 
games of the season through sus- 
pension, one for the national team 
incident and three for a final-day 
episode last term. 

He was atop their Serie B scoring 
charts along with three teammates — 


> Richmond Boayke, Leonardo Pavo- 
For that Domenico Berardi was ° 
banned from representing his coun- | 
try for nine months, expiring this : 
March. “If someone makes a mis- : 
take then it is right that they pay for ; 
it,” said Luigi Di Biagio, who took : 
' United. 
: That today he is starring for Sassuolo 
Biagio’s side once he is eligible : 


letti and Emanuele Terranova — with 
11 strikes. The former pair now play 
elsewhere, while Terranova is a de- 
fender who scored the bulk of his 
goals from the spot. Berardi’s per- 
formances even alerted Manchester 


is the culmination of a story in itself. 


: A native of Calabria in Italy’s south, 
Emilia club. In their — and his — first : 
Serie A campaign there have been | 
bumps — like a 7-0 drubbing against : 
Inter — but Sassuolo have proven | 
they can battle, even taking points : 


a visit to his brother at the Univer- 
sity of Modena in 2010 changed the 
then 15-year-old Berardi’s life. 
Francesco Berardi played in the 
local five-a-side competition. With 


_ his brother in town, he invited him 
The attacker has been one of Eu- : 
sebio Di Francesco’s stars. Prior to | 


to join for a kick. Domenico domi- 
nated opponents four years older. 
They were amazed. One of Fran- 
cesco’s friends thought he was a 
professional. No such luck for Do- 


: Arampant Berardi showed Milan how it’s done. 


menico - he did not even play for a 
club, having been cut loose by his 
local side. Francesco’s friend hap- 


_ pened to know somebody at Sas- 


suolo — Luciano Carlino, involved 
in their youth system. Carlino was 
immediately impressed and after a 
trial Berardi signed. 

These days he is firmly established 
in Sassuolo’s XI and is co-owned 
by Juventus. They purchased half 
his contract last August for €4.5m, 
but kept the promising youngster at 
the newly promoted club in order to 
gain experience. 

He missed the December clash 
against the Bianconeri through sus- 
pension, but scored against Roma 
and grabbed a hat-trick to steer Sas- 
suolo to their first ever top flight 
victory, away at Sampdoria. 

Keisuke Honda was in Milan’s 
squad for the first time following 
his January switch from CSKA 
Moscow. Over 70 Japanese jour- 
nalists were at the Mapei Stadium 
to potentially witness his debut. It 
was also a special match for Mas- 
similiano Allegri. He led Sassuolo 


1 Juventus NO ie “A 46512. 
2 Roma ii & 4 sy) 
3 Napoli Mie & 8S Zi 20 
4 Fiorentina 19 114 4 34 20 
5 Internazionale eh 2) } SE 28) 
6 Hellas Verona 19 10 2 7 34 30 
7 Torino Mo 8 8 Sl 2 
8 Parma DG 8 8 Ay 2G 
9 Lazio ho G8 wo ee 2G 
10 Genoa 196 5 8 19 24 
11 Milan by 7 wv Sl 80 
12 Sampdoria (OM See Glee Sie 22.27, 
13 Atalanta (OM Gite Ole 20ieZ9) 
14 Cagliari 1945 96 19) 528 
15 Udinese (OMG 2a tli 185e28) 
16 Chievo 194 5 10 14 24 
17 Sassuolo 194 5 10 21 41 
18 Bologna ie © ay 3s 
19 Livorno ik} a) he 4B 
20 Catania ihe) th te ae) Yl 


to Serie B for the first time in his 
one season at the club, in 2007-08. 
Allegri’s former employer Giorgio 
Squinzi was also keenly interested. 


Sassuolo’s owner is a self-confessed 


Milan supporter. “When we play 
Milan I will have no doubts. I will 
cheer for Milan,” he said before the 
season commenced. His words were 
more neutral in the build-up. 
Things went to plan for the Ros- 
soneri early as Robinho and Mario 
Balotelli put them two goals to the 
good after just 13 minutes. Without 
a win since November, there were 
rumours Di Francesco would be 


out of a job with another defeat. Yet : 


almost instantly Sassuolo hit back. 
Berardi sprung the offside trap and 
rounded Christian Abbiati to net 
from a tight angle. 

And by half-time the hosts were 
ahead. Firstly, Berardi eradicated 
the deficit by hooking a volley fol- 


lowing an initial Daniele Bonera : 


mistake. He completed his hattrick 
by connecting sweetly with Ales- 
sandro Longhi’s cross, Abbiati 
merely a spectator. Just two minutes 
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after the interval Berardi had his 


: deflection. 
Stunned, Milan introduced Honda. 


' follow up. Riccardo Montolivo 
: made it 4-3 with four minutes re- 
» maining as Milan pressed. Monto- 
: livo crossed for Balotelli, only to be 
: denied by a wonderful Pegolo stop. 
: Pazzini’s rebound header incred- 


' bounced out. 

' Berardi became the first player to 
: score four times versus Milan. Only 
: Silvio Piola was younger when scor- 
: ing four goals in a Serie A match. 
: Piola, who would become Serie A’s 


: minded what he witnessed. 


' girlfriend and Coach Eusebio Di 
Francesco,” said Berardi. “It has 


Latest Results Next Match 


Livorno 0 - 3 Parma 
Bologna 0 - 0 Lazio 

Torino 0 - 0 Fiorentina 
Atalanta 2 - 1 Catania 
Cagliari 1 - 4 Juventus 
Hellas Verona 0 - 3 Napoli 
Roma 4 - 0 Genoa 
Sassuolo 4 - 3 Milan 
Sampdoria 3 - 0 Udinese 
Internazionale 1 - 1 Chievo 


Roma v Livorno 
Juventus v Sampdoria 
Udinese v Lazio 
Atalanta v Cagliari 
Catania v Fiorentina 
Genoa v Internazionale 
Bologna v Napoli 
Chievo v Parma 
Sassuolo v Torino 
Milan v Hellas Verona 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Milan may well know the identity of their new permanent 
boss by the time Verona comes to town. Hellas defeated 
the Rossoneri on the opening day of the season and 
took the fight to Napoli last week. Another victory over 
Milan would plunge the Diavoli deeper into their crisis. 


. been a tough time this week with 
' fourth, getting on the end of Jasmin | 
: Kurtic’s centre and aided by a slight : 
- well be decisive for his time here.” 
' Milan’s loss sealed Allegri’s fate. 
: The Japanese international curled | 
"a shot on to the post and Gianluca 
: Pegolo denied Giampaolo Pazzini’s : 
' Monday, as Allegri was sacked af- 
» ter three and a half years in the job. 
_ His assistant Mauro Tassotti was in 
' charge of the midweek Coppa Ita- 
: lia match, but Clarence Seedorf has 
: retired from playing with Botafogo 
© ibly hit the underside of the bar and | 
' manent basis, ahead of youth team 
» Coach Filippo Inzaghi. 

» As for Berardi, national team duty 
' beckons - finally after almost a year 
' — in the form of a training camp. 
: “Tonight I’m going to go off on 
: all-time leading scorer, was 18. I’m _- 
' sure even Squinzi would not have | 
» Elsewhere, the top three all tri- 
“T dedicate the goals to our friend : 
' Francesco Acerbi [who is battling | 
' testicular cancer], my family, my | 


rumours about whether the Coach 
would leave or not, so this win may 


“Tt is necessary and urgent to make 
a change,” stated Barbara Berlusco- 
ni afterwards. Change they did on 


in Brazil to be appointed on a per- 


Italy Under-21 duty,” he proudly 
announced. 


umphed. Juventus claimed a club- 
record 11th successive victory 
away at Cagliari, as Roma thumped 
Genoa. Napoli overcame a difficult 
challenge to defeat Verona. 


{ 
Pepe Lopez 


La Liga’s 
Genuine Three 
Horse Race 


The record books show that the 
last time the Spanish La Liga 
had a genuine 3-horse race for 
the league title was 7 years ago in 
the 2006-07 season, when Barce- 
lona, Real Madrid and Sevilla all 
finished within 5 points of each 
other. Then Real Madrid were 
league champions despite finish- 
ing level on points with Barcelona 
and an inferior goal difference, 
but with the better head-to-head 
record against the 2 teams. 

It has taken 7 years, but eventually 
it is Atletico Madrid who have man- 
aged to challenge the El Clasico ri- 
vals Real and Barca. The 2013-14 
La Liga season has just reached the 
half way mark, 19 matches of 38, 
and Atletico Madrid’s brave and 
hard fought 0-0 home draw against 


+ OE: 


Messi returned after injury but could not force the score for 


Barcelona against Atletico Madrid. 


Barcelona has put the Spanish 
Champions on notice. Not only 
have the underdogs from Madrid 
managed to stay amongst the lead- 
ing pack of La Liga race, Atletico 
are one of the first teams to advance 
to the 2013-14 Spanish Copa Del 
Rey, and also await a promising 
Round of 16 UEFA Champions 
League quarter-final against Italian 
Serie A crisis team AC Milan. 

So impressive has Atletico Ma- 
drid’s rise to the top been, that a 
host of European clubs have been 
queuing up to buy Atletico Madrid’s 
star performers namely Diego Cos- 
ta, Koke, Raul Garcia, Arda Turan 
and Thibaut Courtois. If Atleti, 


who do have major financial debts 
burdening the club into selling its 
best players over the past couple of 
seasons, such as Sergio Aguero and 
Radamel Falcao, manage to resist 
the debt collectors and see out the 
January transfer window without 
any casualties then, the underdogs 
of Madrid are set to cause a sensa- 
tional finish to not only the Spanish 
football season, but quite possibly 
to all of Europe. 

After Atletico Madrid eliminated 
Valencia 3-1 on aggregate over a 
2-legged Spanish Copa Del Rey 
Round of 16, Atleti Coach Diego 
Simeone had this to say; 

“The players were amazing again 
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1 Barcelona is 2 i) Be 2 
2 Atlético Madrid 1 ea] ear ‘hl 
3 Real Madrid i ee Pe Aa 
4 Athletic Club 1) hl sb ep Pe 
5 Villarreal i 2 aye Al 
6 Real Sociedad We B & Ba 23 
7 Sevilla Wee @ & #3 <0 
8 Valencia iy 4 A Si 
9 Granada We eh 40 sk 5 
10 Levante WET By Gy ar 
11 Getafe We re 40 A Si 
12 Espanyol (ORG race ee? 2a) 
13 Osasuna Ws) i) ile 28) 
14 Malaga Oh & BY ay 2! 
15 Celta de Vigo i ty 2h 40 FRY Si 
16 Almeria 1) iy 2h 4 ea 883 
17 Elche 19 TAS Cr Oe lizenn28 
18RealValladolid 19 3 7 9 21 33 
19RayoVallecano 19 5 1 13 19 45 
20 Real Betis We 4 aa £3 


and that after a big game against 
Barcelona and when people were 
doubtful about their answer. The 
players, doctors and physios all 
play their role in this. You cannot 
play in this intensive rhythm with- 
out ambition. Tiredness is starting 
to appear, but we have our ways 
to deal with it. We have to rest, we 
have to eat good and basically we 
have to read the games properly. 
How we have to run less and how 
we have to work as a team to run 
less. I think our defensive display 
against Valencia was a good ex- 
ample. We shared the work and did 
well.” 

Atleti midfielder Raul Garcia 
made these statements in relation 
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to Atletico Madrid’s ability to cope 
with the 3 major competitions it is 
currently competing in; 

“We are still on the same path as 
before. We have enough depth in 
the squad to battle in three compe- 
titions which is what we are doing. 
Valencia are difficult opponents in 
spite of however they are doing in 
the league. In the end we prevailed 
and the result speaks for itself. 
Yes, it’s fair to say that this was a 
demanding game for us. We have 
reached the level where we cannot 
lose any game and now, that’s what 
makes other teams want to beat 
us. But physically, the team is still 
strong.” 

Despite Atletico Madrid’s current 


Latest Results Next Match 


Granada 4 - 0 Real Valladolid 
Athletic Club 6 - 1 Almeria 
Celta de Vigo 2 - 1 Valencia 
Atlético Madrid 0 - 0 Barcelona 
Elche 1 - 1 Sevilla 

Getafe 0 - 1 Rayo Vallecano 
Real Betis 1 - 2 Osasuna 
Espanyol 0 - 1 Real Madrid 
Levante 1 - 0 Malaga 
Villarreal5-1R Sociedad Athletic Club v R Valladolid 


Malaga v Valencia 

Real Betis v Real Madrid 
Elche v Rayo Vallecano 
Granada v Osasuna 
Espanyol v Celta de Vigo 
Getafe v Real Sociedad 
Villarreal v Almeria 
Levante v Barcelona 
Atlético Madrid v Sevilla 


One To Watch This Weekend... 


Celta Vigo will travel to Barcelona to 
tackle Espanyol at Estadi Cornella-El 
Prat in the Catalan Region of Spain, Fox 
Sports 1 will broadcast this match Live 
Sunday January 19, 2014, 8am AEST. 


Atletico Madrid will host visitors Sevilla 
from Andalusia at Vicente Calderon in 
Madrid, Fox Sports 1 will broadcast this 
match Live Monday January 20, 2014, 
7am AEST. 


Levante will host La Liga leaders 
Barcelona, a delayed broadcast of this 
match can viewed at on Fox Sports 1 on 
Monday January 20, 2014, 4pm AEST. 


standing position, global book- 
maker Bet365 is still offering a 
massive value bet of $6 to become 
Spanish Champions this season. 
Real Madrid, only 3 points behind 
leaders Barca and Atleti, are pay- 
ing $3.60 and Barca are outright 
favourites at $1.57. 


Follow @P 


Us On 


—~ 


MENS MIXED WOMENS 
COMPETITIONS 

0433 000 444 
info@super5s.org 
www.super5s.org 


oe 
CLL 7S 


Burwood 
Camberwell 
Collingwood 
Carlton North 


SOCCER 


Vermont South 
Box Hill 
Preston 
Hawthorn 


Endeavour Hills 
Oakleigh South 
Caulfield 
Parkville 


Real Futbol In 


e ° . . | 
brings to Australia the finest in internationa 
sm youth football development 


e Introduction 


e Skill Factory 


e Elite Development © Goalkeeper Coaching 


Talent aged 4-12 for 


Introduction and Elite Programs 


You 


.com.au Hitt 


1.HNL 


FRIDAY 1/1h JANUARY 2014 GUAL! WEERLY 


Euro Scoreboard 


SBS 
SCOTLAND SPL SQQSENBIA SuperLiga ON 


Last5games 


Last5games 7 
P WDLFEA GD Pts ecieees Fel P W DHL F A GD Pts Most recent first PWDLEAGD Pts jastSgames ; 
{Dinamo Zagreb 19 13 4 2 35 13 422 43 WWOWW Gee BON ge eee 
; : 2 Aberdeen 22142 6 33 19 +14 44 WWWWL 1 Partizan 15 10 3 2 2 12 +16 33 WWWWL 
2 Hajduk Split 2010 8 2 35 18 +17 38 DDDDW 3 Motherwell 1 141°6 «232: «225°«47:« 438s WWW 2CwenaZvezda 15 10 2 3 30 15 +15 32 WWWWW 
eerniete ee een -enrir ‘Omsctnte 29° 7 § 99 mss % DDLLL Slogans 18 84 Tot MHL 
: 5InvernessCT 20 10 4 6 28 19 +9 34 DLLDL 4 Radnicki Nis 16 6 3 16 10 +6 24 LWLWW 
Sl Oo’ > aw « a) Powe 6 St. Johnstone 218 4 9 27 23 +4 28 WLLWL 5 Vojvodina 156 6 3 20 17 +3 24 LWLDD 
Shek Oc oy ef BA WOWEE 7 Hibernian 27 7 8 19 2 - 28 LDWWW 6 Novi Pazar 157 3 5 18 16 +2 24 WLDWW 
7 Slaven Koprivnica 20 3 9 8 23 27 -4 18 DDDDL 8 Kilmarnock 16 3 412 «25 «434-9 «21 LWLWW 7 Gukariéki 156 4 5 14 13 +1 «#22 LLDWL 
8 Zadar 04 5 1 15 93-418 17 LDLDL 9 St. Mirren 15 5 1 20 36 -16 20 LLLDW 8 Spartak Subotica 15 6 3 6 12 19 -7 21 DLWLW 
ecnee on 2 a i - x An Sree 10 Partick Thistle 214 7 10 20 36 -16 19 DWLLD 9 Napredak 154 5 6 19 18 #1) Ty DEWEL 
te 11RossCounty 215 3 13 23 39 -16 18 DWWLL 10OFKBeogad 155 2 8 17 24 7 17 DLLWW 
12Heartof Midi... 223 4 15 15 39 -24 -2 LLLDL 11 Vozdovac Wea a y ie de =) We WILLIE 
12RadnickiKragu... 15 4 4 7 15 21 -6 16 LWDLD 
13SlobodaUzice 15 4 4 7 13 19 -6 16 WLLWL 
14 Javor lvanjica 10s) 868) (64 19) 5515) DIEDIDIE 
15 Donji Srem 153 5 7 15 19 -4 14 DWWLL 
16RadBeograd 153 2 10 6 18 -12 11 DLLLW 
Bundesliga Eredivisie Super Lig 
P WODLF A GD Pts wooden sr P WDLEA GD Pts wostresonivst Lastigames 
1 Bayern Minchen 16 14 2 0 42 8 +34 44 WWWWW 1 Ajax 18114 3 41 #17 «+24 37 WWWWW PW ODL F A GD Pts = Most recent frst 
2BayerLeverkusen 17 12 1 4 32 16 +16 37 LLWWW 2 Vitesse 18114 3 42 24 +18 37 DWWWW 1 Fenerbahge 1713 2 2 43 19 +24 41 WLWWD 
3BorussiaM'gla... 17 10 3 4 35 19 +16 33 DDWWW 3 Twente 189 7 2 41 18 +23 34 DWWWW 2 Galatasaray 79 6 2 2% 17 +11 33 WWDWD 
4BorussiaDortmund 17 10 2 5 38 20 +18 32 LDLWL 4 Feyenoord 1810 3 5 36 24 +12 33 WWWWL 3 Kasimpaga 719 4 4 32 21 +4 31 LDWDD 
5 Wolfsburg 1719 3 5 28 19 +9 30 DWWDD 5 Heerenveen 188 5 5 42 32 +10 29 WWLDW 4 Besiktas 78 5 4 30 19 +11 29 LWLDD 
6 Hertha BSC 718 4 5 27 20 +7 28 WWWDL 6 Groningen 187 6 5 36 32 +4 27 WLLDD 5 Sivasspor 79 2 6 31 23 +8 29 WLWDL 
7 Schalke 04 178 4 5 32 28 +4 28 DWLWD 7PSV 187 5 6 35 25 +10 26 WWLLD 6 Eskigehirspor 78 3 6 22 15 +7 27 LWDWD 
8 Augsburg 77 3 7 24 2 -4 24 DWWDW BAZ He 2 & DB SB 4 2 LiLLD 7 Trabzonspor 178 3 6 22 21 +4 27 WLDLW 
9 Mainz 05 177 3 7 #2 31 6 24 WDDLW 9 Utrecht 187 3 8 2 34 8 24 LLWWW 8 Karabiikspor 77 5 5 17 17 +0 26 LWWWD 
10 Stuttgart 165 4 7 29 31 -2 19 LWLLW 10GoAheadEagles 18 6 5 7 29 41 -12 23 WLWDL QAkhisarBeledi.. 177 4 6 21 21 +0 25 WWLWD 
11WerderBremen 175 4 8 22 37 -15 19 WLLDL 11 PEC Zwolle 185 7 6 25 24 +1 22 LLLDD 10 Bursaspor 76 6 5 19 19 +0 24 DWDDW 
12 Hoffenheim 1774 6 7 36 38 -2 18 LDWDL 12 NAC Breda 186 4 8 2 32 -3 22 WLLDL 11Genclerbirigg 176 3 8 18 20 -2 21 WWDDL 
13Hannover96 «= 17: 5 338s Bs Bs B18: LDLWL 13 Heracles 186 4 8 2 31 -6 22 DWWDL 12Gaziantepspor 176 3 8 22 31 -9 21 DLWWW 
14HamburgerSV 174 4 9 33 38 -5 16 LLLDW 14RKC Waalwijk 184 6 8 25 34 9 18 DWDDW 13 Konyaspor 176 2 9 22 2 -4 20 WDLLW 
15EintrachtFran... 173 6 8 20 29 -9 15 DWLLD 15 Roda JC Ha 6 8 @ A 4h i LULLD 14 Antalyaspor 1714 6 7 2 2 -3 18 LLLDW 
16 Freiburg 1773 5 9 16 31 -15 14 WLLLW 16ADODenHaag 185 2 11 21 40 -19 17 LLWDL 15 Rizespor 174 4 9 18 25 -7 16 LDLLL 
17 Numberg 70 1 6 17 #33 «-16 11 DDDLD 17 Cambuur 184 4 10 16 26 -10 16 LLDLW 16 Elazigspor 174 1 12 19 39 -20 13 WLWLL 
18 Eintracht Brau... 17 3 2 12 10 32 -22 11 WLLLL 18 NEC 183 6 9 29 49 -20 15 LWLWL 17 Kayserispor 172 6 9 13 28 -15 12 LDDLD 
PWD LF A GD pis, Lsstoams PWODLFA GD Pts __,astogames PWODLE A GD Pts _,gastigames., 
1 Leicester City 217 3 5 46 27 +19 54 WWWWW 1 Brentford 217 4 4 «#44 23 «+21 55 WWWWW 1 Scunthorpe United 25 13 8 4 38 24 +14 47 WWWDW 
2 Bumley 2148 3 38 19 +19 50 WWDLW 2 Leyton Orient 216 6 3 54 23 431 54 WWDWL 2 Burton Albion 213 6 6 29 23 +6 45 WDWWD 
3 Queens ParkRa... 25 14 7 4 29 15 +14 49 WWDLL 3Wolverhampton... 26 15 7 4 41 19 +22 52 WLDDW 3 Chesterfield 24128 4 37 19 +18 44 WDDWW 
4DerbyCounty 25 13 5 7 49 34 +15 44 LLWDW 4PrestonNorthEnd 25 13 8 4 35 26 +9 47 LWWWL 4 Rochdale 213 4 8 38 31 +7 43 WLWWD 
5Nottingham Forest 25 10 11 4 35 25 +10 41 DDWWD 5 Rotherham United 25 11 8 6 42 34 +8 41 WLLWD 5 Southend United 25 12 6 7 31 22 +9 42 DWDWD 
6Brighton&Hov... 25 10 9 6 30 22 +8 39 WDWLD 6 Walsall 2% 11 8 7 «+29 23 +6 41 WDWDL 6 Fleetwood Town 24 13 2 9 38 29 +9 41 WWLLW 
7 Reading 2510 8 7 32 29 +3 38 WDLLL 7 Peterborough U... 25 12 3 10 37 32 +5 39 LLLLW 7OxfordUnited 24 10 9 5 34 21 +13 39 DLLDW 
8BlackbumRovers 25 10 7 8 31 28 +3 37 WWLDW 8 Swindon Town 25 11 4 10 42 34 +8 37 LWDLW 8NewportCounty 24 10 8 6 34 27 +7 38 DLLWW 
9 Ipswich Town 29 9 7 37 30 +7 36 LDDWD 9 Port Vale 2 11 3 «11 36 39 «-3) 36: LLWWL 9 Morecambe 27710 7 10 31 35 -4 37 DDLLW 
10 WiganAthletic 24 10 6 8 28 23 +5 36 WWDDW 10 Milton Keynes Dons2410 5 9 39 34 +5 35 WDLWW 10 Dagenham &Red26 9 7 10 32 32 +0 34 LLWDL 
11Leeds United 25 10 5 10 35 34 +1 35 LLLDD 11CoventryCity 25 12 7 6 54 44 +40 33 DWDWL 11 PlymouthArgyle 25.9 7 9 23 26 -3 34 DWDWW 
12 Huddersfield Town25 9 7 9 34 29 +5 34 WLWDD 12 Bradford Ci 27 11 7 «36 30 +6 32 DLDLL 12CheltenhamTown 25 8 9 8 32 35 -3 33 LLWWD 
13Middlesbrough 258 9 8 40 33 +7 33 WDWWW 13 Colchester United 25 7 10 8 31 32 -1 31 WDLWW 13 Exeter City 239 5 1 31 34 -3 32 LLWLL 
14 Blackpool 238 8 9 2 31 6 32 LLLDL 14CrawleyTown 247 9 8 27 32 -5 30 DWLWD 14 York City 27 10 9 32 32 +0 31 WWWLD 
15AFC Bournemouth268 7 11 31 44 -13 31 DLDDW 15 Gillingham 28 5 13 33 45 -12 29 LWDLW 15AFC Wimbledon 25 8 7 10 27 29 -2 31 LWLDL 
16 Watford 247 9 8 35 30 +5 30 LDWDL 16 Oldham Athletic 25 7 6 12 27 33 -6 27 LWLDD 16 Hartlepool United 25 8 7 10 27 31 -4 31 LLWDD 
17 Birmingham City 25 7 8 10 30 30 +0 29 LDWDD 17 Carlisle United 25 7 6 12 26 43 -17 27 LLWLL 17 MansfieldTown 26 7 8 11 26 35 -9 29 LWDWL 
18 Bolton Wanderers 25 6 10 9 30 35 -5 28 DDLWD 18 Shrewsbury Town 26 6 8 12 26 32 -6 26 LLWLL 18 Wycombe Wandere24 7 7 10 30 33 -3 28 DLLWD 
19 Sheffield Wedn... 24 5 10 9 31 32 -1 25 WWDDL 19 Sheffield United 25 6 7 12 24 33 -9 25 LLWDD 19 Bury 26 9 10 30 34 -4 27 LWWDL 
20 Charlton Athletic 25 5 10 10 22 30 -8 25 DDDWD 20 Tranmere Rovers 25 6 7 12 29 45 -16 25 DDLWL 20 Portsmouth 26 9 10 29 38 -9 27 DLDWL 
24 Millwall mS 7 WG M 2 mw LLL 21NottsCounty 267 3 16 32 39 -7 24 WWLLD 21BristolRovers 246 8 10 22 26 -4 26 WLDWL 
22DoncasterRovers25 5 6 14 19 43 -24 21 LLDLL 22 CreweAlexandra 25 6 6 13 24 51 -27 24 LWWLD 22 Accrington Stanley25 6 8 11 29 37 -8 26 DLDDW 
23 Yeovil Town 244 5 15 19 38 -19 17 LLLLD 23 Bristol City 244 19 34 37 -3 23 DWWDL 23 Torquay United 26 6 8 12 27 40 -13 26 WDLLD 
24 Barnsley 243 8 13 21 42 -21 17 DLLDD 24 Stevenage 26 4 15 24 43 -19 22 WLLLD 24NorthamptonTown255 7 13 19 33 -14 22 LWDLL 
Ligue 1 re 
PWD LE A GD Pts _ testigames: PWDkLF A GD Pts here PWODLFA GD Pts _,pastegames., 
‘Olympiakos Pireeus 19 17 2 0 87 6 451 53 pwwww sess 2145 1 46 14 +432 47 WDWWL 1 Benfica 15 113 1 «29 12 +7 36 WWWDW 
2 Monaco 2012 6 2 32 14 +18 42 DLWWW 2 Sporting CP 15 10 4 1 33 9 +24 34 DDWWW 
2 PAOK 1914 3 2 37 16 +21 45 WWWDW k 
3 Atromitos 1910 6 3 2 14 +15 36 DWWDW Stil AD eh Beals 2) (LDL sotto 15 10S 2) 20 MN R83 LWW WIL 
4Panathinaikos 19 10 3 6 29 17 #12 33 WLWWL CSS ve Oa AD ee RUE 4Fstonl Po eae cee eee 0 ato) DE 
5Asteras Tripolis 19 8 8 3 28 17 +1 32 WWDDW SCIAPRIORE = 29 8 O B al sh ee Webel pNagonal te 8 Bad eel 1b te: ee WOW 
6 Panthrakikos 1997 6 6 2% 228 -3 27 WWLWL 6 Nantes 20 10 2 8 24 17 +7 #32 WLLWW 6 Vitoria Guimaraes 167 2 6 16 13 +3 23 LWWDW 
7 Xenthi joi 74 “ar, fae foe oa a Sa Le i 7 Reims 208 8 4 25 22 +3 32 WWDWW TSportingBraga 15 7 1 7 «20 17 +3 22 WDWLW 
8Panaitoikos 196 6 7 19 17 42 24 LWLWL Chsiiletnn OO eS) LI COANE 1 ee We. 1 DE 
9 PAS Giannina 197 2 10 20 29 -9 23 LLWLW 9 Olympique Lyonnais207 7 6 30 27 +3 28 WDDWD 9 Gil Vicente 165 3 7 13 20 -7 18 LLLLD 
10 OF S6O Fog 46 oD SB oo WLW 10 Toulouse 207 7 6 21 24 -3 28 WDWDD 10 Academica 155 3 7 11 2 9 18 WLDLW 
41 Kalloni 19.7 4 Ai 90 ag. AR WED 11 Lorient 208 3 9 2 2 -1 27 LDWWW 11 Maritimo 154 5 6 24 2 -4 17 DDDDW 
i Panchos ioe Bo ie Oh ae? HREEW 12 Guingamp 26 7 7 #19 19 +0 25 DDLDL 12 Vitoria Setubal 15 4 4 7 17 25 -8 16 LLLWD 
43ApollonSmimis 19 5 5 9 23 31 -8 20 WWLDW 13 Bastia 20 GRC SISO Nn-O modem DEL) 13 Arouca 14 3 8 13 19 6 15 WWLDL 
14 Ergotelis AG) ARF 49 ook. 25. 90 IF 14 Nice 207 3 10 18 25 -7 24 DWWLL 14 Belenenses 152 6 7 9 18 -9 12 LDLDD 
45 Levadiakos 996 2 1 19 34 15 20 WLLLL 15 Rennes my 7 ff ge wh 2 OM LLL 15 Olhanense 153 3 9 10 24 -14 12 WLLLL 
: 16 Evian TG 205 5 10 20 34 -14 20 LLLDW 16PacosdeFerreira15 2 3 10 12 29 -17 9 LDLLL 
16 Platanias 194 7 8 18 2 -9 19 LDWLW 3 
47 Veria 194 6 9 17 30 +13 18 WDDLW 17 Montpellier 202 126 19 25 -6 18 DDLDL 
18 Aris 192 5 12 15 34 -19 11 LLLDL 18 Valenciennes 204 ee Ont timer 20 e301 0) ens memavV VIL BL 
19 Sochaux 202 5 13 15 41 -26 11 LWLLL 
20 Ajaccio mi G8 ® W) 8 22 8 LLL) 
Leicester City 4 - 1 Derby County Northampton Town 0 - 2 York City OFI 0 - 1 Veria Watford 2 - 0 Bristol City Mon 27/01/14 
Sheffield Wedn... 6 - 0 Leeds United Oxford United 0 - 0 Portsmouth Levadiakos 2 - 0 Ergotelis Peterborough U... 2 - 3 Kidderminster ... Sheffield United v Fulham 


Yeovil Town 1 - 2 Burnley 

Bolton Wanderers 1 - 1 Nottingham Forest 
Watford 0- 1 Reading 

Brighton & Hov... 1 - 0 Birmingham City 
Blackpool 0 - 2 Middlesbrough 
Huddersfield Town 1 - 0 Millwall 

Blackburn Rovers 1 - 0 Doncaster Rovers 
Ipswich Town 1 - 3 Queens Park Ra... 
Wigan Athletic 3 - 0 AFC Bournemouth 
Charlton Athletic PSTP Barnsley 


Notts County 2 - 1 Sheffield United 
Colchester United 3 - 0 Gillingham 
Rotherham United 4 - 2 Crewe Alexandra 
Brentford 2 - 0 Port Vale 

Wolverhampton ... 2 - 0 Preston North End 
Leyton Orient 4 - 0 Carlisle United 
Bradford City 1 - 1 Bristol City 

Milton Keynes Dons 3 - 2 Shrewsbury Town 
Oldham Athletic 1 - 0 Stevenage 

Tranmere Rovers 1 - 1 Walsall 

Swindon Town 2 - 1 Peterborough U... 
Coventry City 2 - 2 Crawley Town 
Stevenage 2 - 0 Swindon Town 


Chesterfield 4 - 0 Bury 

Morecambe 1 - 1 Wycombe Wanderers 
Burton Albion 2 - 1 Cheltenham Town 
Bristol Rovers 2 - 1 Exeter City 

Hartlepool United 0 - 3 Rochdale 
Mansfield Town 0 - 2 Scunthorpe United 
Plymouth Argyle 1 - 1 Southend United 
AFC Wimbledon 0 - 2 Torquay United 
Accrington Stanley 3 - 3 Newport County 
Dagenham & Red... 0 - 1 Fleetwood Town 


france 

Montpellier 1 - 1 Monaco 

Ajaccio 1 - 2 PSG 

Bordeaux 0 - 1 Toulouse 
Guingamp 0 - 0 Saint-Etienne 
Olympique Lyonnais 2 - 0 Sochaux 
Rennes 0 - 0 Nice 

Valenciennes 3 - 2 Bastia 

Nantes 1 - 0 Lorient 

Evian TG 1 - 2 Olympique Mars... 
Lille 1 - 2 Reims 


Panathinaikos 1 - 0 Panionios 
PAOK 1 - 0 Panaitolikos 

Asteras Tripolis 3 - 0 Platanias 
Apollon Smirnis 4 - 0 PAS Giannina 
Panthrakikos 2 - 1 Xanthi 
Atromitos 0 - 0 Olympiakos Piraeus 
Kalloni 3 - 1 Aris 


PORTUGAL 


Rio Ave 1 - 1 Maritimo 

Estoril 0 - 0 Sporting CP 

Arouca 2 - 0 Belenenses 
Académica 4 - 2 Pacos de Ferreira 
Benfica 2 - 0 Porto 

Olhanense 2 - 1 Vitoria Setubal 
Nacional 2 - 0 Gil Vicente 


Aberdeen 1 - 0 Hibernian 

Heart of Midlo... 0 - 1 Motherwell 

Partick Thistle 3 - 3 Ross County 
St. Johnstone 2 - 0 St. Mirren 

Inverness CT 1 - 1 Dundee United 


Milton Keynes Dons 1 - 3 Wigan Athletic 
Fulham 3 - 0 Norwich City 

Sheffield Wedn... 4-1 Macclesfield Town 
Preston North End 3 - 2 Ipswich Town 
Plymouth Argyle 2 - 3 Port Vale 
Manchester City 5 - 0 Blackburn Rovers 


FA Cup 4th Round 


Sat 25/01/14 

Arsenal v Coventry City 

Nottingham Forest v Preston North End 
AFC Bournemouth v Liverpool 


Sun 26/01/14 

Sunderland v Kidderminster ... 
Bolton Wanderers v Cardiff City 
Southampton v Yeovil Town 
Huddersfield Town v Charlton Athletic / 
Oxford United 

Port Vale v Brighton & Hov... 
Southend United v Hull City 
Rochdale v Sheffield Wedn... 
Wigan Athletic v Crystal Palace 
Manchester City v Watford 
Birmingham City v Swansea City 


Chelsea v Stoke City 


League Cup Semi Finals 


Wed 22/01/14 
West Ham United v Manchester City 
Manchetser City leading 6-0 from first leg. 


Thu 23/01/14 
Manchester United v Sunderland 
Sunderland leading 2-1 from first leg. 
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One Game At A Time 


France 


Saint-Etienne v Lille 

Olympique Mars... v Valenciennes 
Bastia v Bordeaux 

Lorient v Guingamp 

Nice v Ajaccio 

Rennes v Evian TG 

Sochaux v Montpellier 

Reims v Olympique Lyonnais 
Toulouse v Monaco 

PSG v Nantes 


Borussia M’gla... v Bayern Munchen 


Borussia Dortmund v Augsburg League 

Stuttgart v Mainz 05 resumes 
Wolfsburg v Hannover 96 Saturday 
Nurnberg v Hoffenheim 25th Jan 
Freiburg v Bayer Leverkusen 2014 due 
Eintracht Fran...vHerthaBSC to winter 


Werder Bremen v Eintracht Brau...break 


Istra 1961 v Dinamo Zagreb League 
Zadar v Osijek resumes 
Rijeka v Dinamo Zagreb Saturday 
Split v Hajduk Split 8th Feb 
Hrvatski Drago... v Istra 1961 2014 due 
Lokomotiva v Slaven Koprivnica _ to winter 
break 


Radnicki Kragu v Radnicki NiS 


Novi Pazar v Partizan League 
Cukaritki v Rad Beograd WestlMses 
Spartak Subotica v Sloboda Uzice Saturday 
Vozdovac v OFK Beograd 23rd Feb 
Donji Srem v Vojvodina 2014 dite 
Crvena Zvezda v Javor Ivanjica ‘0 winter 
Napredak v Jagodina break 
English Championship 
Leeds United v Leicester City 

Burnley v Sheffield Wedn 


Millwall v Ipswich Town 

Nottingham Forest v Blackburn Rovers 
Derby County v Brighton & Hove 
Barnsley v Blackpool 

Queens Park Ra... v Huddersfield Town 
Doncaster Rovers v Wigan Athletic 
AFC Bournemouth v Watford 
Middlesbrough v Charlton Athletic 
Reading v Bolton Wanderers 
Birmingham City v Yeovil Town 


English League One 


Stevenage v Swindon Town 

Walsall v Oldham Athletic 

Shrewsbury Town v Rotherham United 
Gillingham v Swindon Town 

Port Vale v Oldham Athletic 

Crawley Town v Wolverhampton ... 
Carlisle United v Colchester United 
Peterborough U... v Tranmere Rovers 
Preston North End v Coventry Cityo 
Sheffield United v Bradford City 
Crewe Alexandra v Leyton Orient 
Walsall v Brentford 


English League Two 


Wycombe Wanderers v Oxford United 
Fleetwood Town v Hartlepool United 
Scunthorpe United v AFC Wimbledon 
Southend United v Chesterfield 
Rochdale v Plymouth Argyle 

Exeter City v Morecambe 

Bury v Burton Albion 

Torquay United v Northampton Town 
Cheltenham Town v Accrington Stanley 
Newport County v Dagenham & Red 
York City v Bristol Rovers 

Portsmouth v Mansfield Town 


Aberdeen v Inverness CT 

Celtic v Motherwell 

Hibernian v St. Mirren 

Partick Thistle v Kilmarnock 
Ross County v Dundee United 
St. Johnstone v Heart of Midlo... 


Panaitolikos v Panthrakikos 
Olympiakos Piraeus v Levadiakos 
Panionios v PAOK 

Aris v Atromitos 

Apollon Smirnis v Asteras Tripolis 
PAS Giannina v Kalloni 

Ergotelis v Xanthi 

Veria v Panathinaikos 

Platanias v OFI 


Kasimpasa v Karabiikspor League 

Genglerbirligi v Rizespor resumes 
Bursaspor v Eskisehirspor Saturday 
Trabzonspor v Besiktas 25th Jan 
Sivasspor v Kayserispor 2014 due 
Elazigspor v Akhisar Beledi... to winter 


Kayseri Erciye... vAntalyaspor break 
Gaziantepspor v Galatasaray 
Fenerbahge v Konyaspor 


Twente v Heracles 


AZ v NAC Breda Leas) 
RKC Waalwijk v Groningen Saturday 
PEC Zwolle v Vitesse 48th Jan 
Heerenveen v Roda JC 2014 due 
NEC v ADO Den Haag to winter 
Cambuur v Go Ahead Eagles break 
Utrecht v Feyenoord 

Ajax v PSV 

Portugal 

Olhanense v Vitoria Guimaraes 

Arouca v Sporting CP 


Rio Ave v Belenenses 

Académica v Gil Vicente 

Sporting Braga v Pacos de Ferreira 
Benfica v Maritimo 

Porto v Vitoria Setubal 

Nacional v Estoril 
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COACHING 


YyYoucn El>loma 


We are delightec to announce the Coerver® Coaching Diploma in Youth 
Development schedule for 2014, in association with our global partner 
adidas® and our presenting partner FourFourlwo Performance. 

The Ccoerver® Coaching Youth Diploma has been developed from 


30 years of knowledge and work with the leading federations, clubs, 
manaqers and star names in International Football 


Youth Diploma Course Overview 

The purpose of the FourFourTwo Performance Coerver® Coaching Diploma in Youth Development is to give 
attendees, whether you are a professional academy coach, junior coach, teacher or parent a greater 
understanding of how to plan & deliver more effective coaching sessions 

This wil be made possible by learning to use the New Coerver® Coaching Session Planner which will provide a 
quick & easy solution for all attendees who would like to construct weekly, monthly or even season long 
programmes using proven, high quality drils & games from Coerver® Coaching, “The Works's Number 1 Soccer 
Skils Teaching Method" 

Coaches - you get 


* Drills and games developed over our 27 year history, that you can use to build sessions for 
many seasons using the NEW Coerver® Coaching Session Planner 


+ The secrets Coerver® Coaching have used over the last 27 years to establish themselves as 
“The World's Number One Soccer Skills Teaching Method” 


+ Essential tips on how to improve your coaching & make your sessions more effective 

The FourFourTwo Performance Coerver ® Coaching Diploma in Youth Development is a 2-day course that has been 
broken down into 4 modules that will be presented through lecture presentations & practical demonstrations 

+ Module 1 - The Coerver® Approach To Coaching 
+ Module 2 - The Coerver® Curriculum 

* Module 3 - Coerver® Session Planning for your Season 


+ Module 4 - Coerver® Tips To Be A Better Coach 


International 


CoCr ver 


COACHING 


YOUTH DIPLOMA 
COURSE PACKAGE 


+ 8-10 hours of programmed COERVER® 
Coaching conducted by COERVER® 
Coaching Co- Founder and Chelsea FC 
Legend — Charlie Cooke 


+ Course notes including drills 


- A 5 set DVD package of the latest Coerver 


Session Planner Series value $110 
+ COERVER® Coaching Shirt value $4( 


+ Coerver® Coaching Youth Diploma 
Certificate of Attendance 


Melbourne North and East | +} 


For further info or to register please visit: 
Www.coerver.com.au/wp/melbne 
or contact: 0408 601 770 


Australia Austria 


CHARLIE COOKE 
Co Founder & Director Coerver® Coaching North America 


Charlie played for Aberdeen and Dundee in the Scottish First Division before 
joining Chelsea in the English First Division in 1966 where he played for the 
next 11 years. 


He made 380 league and Cup appearances for the Blues and played in four Cup 
Finals, winning the English F.A. Cup in 1970 against Leeds and the European 
Cup Winners Cup in 1971 against Real Madrid 


He also played 16 times for the Scottish National Team and a World Select 
Team in 1979. 


He shares the Chelsea club record of three Player of The Year awards with 
Gianfranco Zola and in 2005 Chelsea's Centenary celebration year he was 


selected for the Chelsea All Time XI. 


Along with co creator Alfred Galustian Coerver® Coaching International 
Director Charlie has been a Director of Coerver® Coaching in the Americas 
since its creation in 1983. He lives in Cincinnati Ohio USA. 


COERVER® COACHING YOUTH DIPLOMA 
Date(s): 28/01/2014 - 29/01/2014 
Time: 5:30 pm - 9:30 pm 


Location: Parade College Bundoora 


COC Ver 


COACHING 


with any recharge 


(No flagfall) 


Calls from hd 


National Calls 
for ¢ 


flagfall applies 


Recharge here Free Calls from Lycamobile Australia to Lycamobile Australia & Lycamobile USA, Austria, Italy are valid until 31/1/14. 


om) BEd ORS. ee ea | 
= Ey ae vvsie Soper: coe, EEE pews sy 


Flagfall of 29c applies to all other international & national calls .Rates are valid until 31/1/14. Any changes in the 
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